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MacisrRATES, MINISTERS, 
and all other Inhabitants 
of the Kingdom of Great 


Britain; 5 


Grace, Mercy, and Peace, in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


INC E Itreligion is the 

L SN greateſt calamity of any 
people, I conceive, that it 
will nor be unuſeful to you, 
my beloved Countrymen, ro 
tay before you thoſe hopeful 
Means of Reformation which G'O D hath 
arely pleaſed, in his infinite Mercy, toraiſe 


> amongſt Us. 
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iv The DEDICATION. 


' TknowTneed not tell you, That you ar$ala. 
Tahabitants of a Nation,--which, for it ua. 
commodious Situation, Climate, 'Tradepngr 
Riches, and Plenty of all neceſſary Accomy It 
modations, is inferior to few; and for irfook 
Evangelical Enjoyments, Liberty, and LawsPoa 
is, it may be, happy above all the nation Mer 
in the worlz.” © | | bas 

But I miſt in conſcience mind you, T haſitt. 
all theſe great Enjoyments are in manifeſſ61s 


danger of being loſt, by thoſe horrid enorÞriſt. 


mities which have for ſome years paſſtruc 
abounded in this our Nation; for indee -a. 
they are groſs, ſcandalous, aud cryingſÞot 1 
even to the reproach of our Government) # 
and to the great diſhonour of the Chriſtiahnud 
Religion: And therefore, I beſeech yoand 
eden by your Hope of Mercy in botſte t. 
worlds, that you would effeftually ſeHod 
yourſelves to pull up thoſe peſtilent rootilh 
_ which will produce nothirg but gall anſunto 
bitterneſs to you and yours in this life arp /, 
that to come. 5 yea 
And I intreat you with all poſſible eaſpott 
neſtneſs, That you ould not trifle, nor der 
 - liberate long, in a caſe of ſuch ahſolu he 
= meceſſity, but ſer to it with as much eau 
neſtneſs and aſſiduity, as you wonld eie. 
quench the Flames which you ſaw kindinan 
upon your Horſes, or as you would remogfeeb 
perſons infected with the Plague froſtoit. 
among you: For the leaſt meaſure of Chriſvate 
tian Faith 207 aſſure you, that the ſor: 
NS | | calamiti 


F The DrnpicATIon. v 
ardtalamities on earth, are but ſome of the 
vit hMaalleſt inſtances of the Vengeance of an 
rade hngry God. 
com] t greatly concerns us of this Nation to 
-r itleok back, and take notice how many ways 
aus Bod hath tried us, both in the methods of 
tion Mercy and Judgment; and how long he 
bas ſuffered our perverſe manners, even 
Tyaliil both the Providences of Goa, ans the 
nife(ſins of men, ſeem to be advanced to a fit 
enorÞriſis, either for our reformation or dse- 
paſſtruct ion. Aud we are at this day many 
n4ee$vays loudly warned to reform, that we be 
rying not ruined. 5 
ment) How can we then, in reaſon, in policy, 
riſtiaßzd in ſelf-love (as well as in Conſcience, 
1. youpnd in the Faith and Fear of Goa) delay 
Pot to take away the cauſes of God's I/rath ? 
y Mio long ſhall thoſe worſe than Midiani- 
" rootS$ilh- women be a plagn? and a reproach 
anſunto us? How long ſhall they be tolerated 
fe aue ſpread their nets in the very ſtreets, 
yea before the ſun; and to bring their 
Je eaſpottenneſß into the very bones of ſo many 
nor diperſons ana families? How long ſpall 
bſoluſphe diſorders of Publick-houſes go unpu- 
ch eaſpriſned, whereby many a young man, who 
ul night have done good ſervice to his Country 
Eindihuany ways, is utterly emaſculated and en- 
remodſeebled ; reeling like one who is cruſhed 
Ffroſtoith age, and trembling like à poor ener- 
F Chriſvate paralytick, 1 
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Ts it not abſolutely neceſſary to our pro- 


ſperity, as well as our Salvation, that the 


holy Name and Day of the Lord be ſancti- 
fied, which have been ſo dreadfully pollut- 
ed and profaned among us? And that eve- 
ry Family, which would be thought deſi- 
Yous of God's Bleſſing, ſhould daily ſeek it 


by ſolemn Prayer? And that they ſeriouſly 


fet up Religious Houſhold Government 
within tleir walls, as they wonld not be 


of the number of thoſe who diſown all re- 
lation to Goa, and dependance on him? 


Js not this a ſeaſon in which the righte- 
ous Magiſtrate ſhould ſtand up in the ſpi- 
Tit of zealous Phineas, and execute Juſ- 
tice uon impudeut tranſgreſſors, that ſo 
the Plagues of God may be ſtayed, which 
are ready to fall on us, to our utter de- 
ftrubtion? 

And can they that have the honour to 
bear the venerable Name of the Miniſters 
of Chriſt, without trembling, look up to 


Heaven, if they ſo deſert their holy Calling, 


and flight their Maſter's Intereſt, as to be 
unconcerned when all the powers of dark- 
ne's are muſtered up to quench the Light 
of the Goſpel, and to overturn the ſpiri- 
tual Government of their Lord and Maſ- 


ter: Ought not they who are devoted to 
the Service of his Altar, to be ready even 


to lay themſelves as Victims thereon, ra- 
ther than conuive at the Blaſphemies 


and Debaucheries which ontrage all that 


15 


The DEDICATION. vii 
is ſacred? World the holy Prophets and 
Apoſtles Have ſuffered ſuch things, with: 
out making their utmoſt efforts againſt - 
them? And can we expeft to be joined 
with them in the glorious Manſions above, 
if a worldly, flothful, and temporizing ſbi- 
rit feways us, inſtead of that divine love 
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and zeal which appeared in all they did? 

| As to the Methods of ſuppreſſing Vice, 
| ana reviving Religion, hereafrer mention- 
ed, nothing is poſitively or peremptorily 


laid 4own, notwithſtanding the viſibis ſuc - 

f ceſs which has attended them: But toe 
n muſt ſay, That theſe ends and. deſigns are 

: abſolurely neceſſary to be proſecuted by 

4 ſome means or other, in order to the Glory 

; 7 Goa, the Salvation of Men, and the 

eace and Proſperity of Kingdoms. And 

it is not only reaſonable, but requiſite, that 


_—_ 


IOS— 
Hor — 


/ pe: — «< r 2 
— — in 8 2 7222 
, 

D 8 [1 „ r i f = 2 . 
22 — EATS = 3 e 
— 1” ans j \ ow 

h ' — 1 — 2 
- 
* 1 * 7 


9 
y 
4 


” | ſuch as expreſs their diſlike of the Means 

y of effetting theſe things here mentioned, 
Hound (if they diſire the Ends here ro- 
» -| poſcd) ſpew the world ſome better and 

4 more effectual Methods to accompliſh 

" them; demonſtrating it too by their on 

t practice, and by à more conſpicuous ſuo- 

8 ceſs than what has attended the endravonrs 

- of theſe Societies, that the world may ſee 

4 that they are in earneſt: Aud then they 

2 | will ceriainly engage all virtuous an ros 

- Higions perſons on their fil. Hut Nin 
een, their unkind ſpeeches, and unchams 
F table cenſures, will not be able to lribs 
L A 
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koneſt men from doing their duty in the 
beſt methods they are able to find out. 

And this is the ſum of what I would 
bumbly crave of you, my beloved Country- 
men; namely, T hat you would do all that 


— you reguiarly can, towards the ſuppreſſion 


/ abounding Vice, and the reviving of 
languiſhing Religion, hat this our good 
Land may not be as Sodom, firſt in Sin, 
and then in Deſolation. 

Vill you be diſcouraged from this, be- 
— cauſe ſome vain feople will call it Fanati> 
ciſm, and give it ſundry ill names, which 
the enemy of all Goounefs puts into their 
mouths? Mill you be mocked out of Reli- 
gion, and the Worſhip of Goa, and the 
Promiſes of his ineſtimable Favour and 
Kingdom, by ſich unreaſonable revilings ? 
Or rather, Will not every one who Rows 
the Duty and Reward of a Chriſtian, re- 
joice in ſuffering reproach for the ſake of 
Chriſt, and glory iu treading doun ſich 
puny enemies of their Salvation? 

Tea, let no man's heart fait him, though 
he ſees ſome ſons of Anak appearing as 
champions in the cauſe of theſe uncireum- 


ciſed enemies of God. You may, in ihe 


following pages, behol4 young ſtriplings 
going forth with @ generons courage againſt 
#he{e blaſpheming Goliahs, who defy God 
and his People: And, praiſed be God, we 
have ſome Honourable Magiſtrates 424 


Divine 


others, wha go forth as Leaders in this 


E 


- 
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Divine Cauſe ; and we hope they cvill at 
laſt, with a zeal like that of David, fell 
down our ' overgrown vices and impieties, 
and cut them off by the Sword of Juſtice, 
ſince they go forth againſt them in the 
Name of the Lord, 

Ana, O! What a brave and bleſſed 
abt is it, in theſe degenerate aud de- 
bauched times, to behola young men, not 
led by it women to the correction of the 
Stocks, but leading them to à juſt correc- 
tion; and to obſerve them taking greater 
pleaſure in ſinging of Pſalms, than others 
can poſſibly take in their profane and ob- 
ſcene. Songs; aud, in ſhort, better pleaſed. 
in the puniſhment of wicked refs,” than any 


poor abandoned wrerch can be in the com- 


miſſion of it ! | | 

And in this happy and bleſſed Work you 
bave, in many places of this Nation, eſpe* 
cially in our capital City, Perſons ef no 
mean Rank and Quality effectually en- 
gaged, through the great Mercy of God to 
25 3 Viz. Lords Spiritual and Temporal], 
Baronets, Knights, Eſquires, Members of 


the Honourable Houſe of Commons, Juſ- 


tices of the Peace, Miniſters, and Gentle- 
men; together with Aldermen, and Citi»: 
zens of all Ranks, Officers of divers Sru- 
7i0ns, and private Perſons of all ſorts: So 
that you may have Rules and Examples 
ro guide yourſelf by, ſuitable to your re- 
2 A 5 Pectiue 


x The DEDICATION. 
ſpeFive Quality and Condition, be it what 


it will, And therefore every Inhabitant 


of this great and famous Iſland hath, as 


this day, a moſt valuable opportunity of 


doing great Service to Gor and his Coun- 
69 of what Quality or Capacity ſoever 
he be. 

And ſpall I now need to ask you, What 

you reſolve to do in this Matter : or, 
Which fide will you take in this ſtrife, 
betwixt the Kingdom of Gop and that of 
the Devil? Dare you to be of the num- 
ber of thoſe who revile, diſcourage, and 
oppoſe ſuch as apply themſelves to rhe pro- 
ecution of ſcandalous ſins, which are our 
awo ſt enemies, and ſoreſt plagues? Tea, 
Can you be cool and unconcerned in this 
important Affair? 

T1 muſt tell you, That there can be no 
Neuters iz this War, betwixt the Prince 
of Light ana that of Darkneſs. It is the 


known Rule of our Lord and Maſter, 


That he that is not ſor Him, is againſt 


Him; and, That he that gathereth not 


with Him, ſcattereth abroad. So that 


your neglefting to oppoſe the growth of 


Hin, according to your place, is a manifeſt 
cherifſhing of it in God's account, aud con- 
ſequentiy an enmity to Him: Ana, if you 
are againſs GOD, He will be againſt 
you; and if ſo, nothing in the world can 
befriend you. 

5 There 


1 
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The DEDICATION. xi 
There is a natural tendency in Vice to 
ruin any Perſon, Family, City, or Nation, 
that harbonurs it. It engenaers floth, va- 
riance, profuiſeneſs, pride, falſhood, vio- 
fence, and a neglect and betraying of the 
Publick Good: It dulls rhe Underſtanding, 
takes away the ſenſe of Honour, diſ-ſpirits 
Aanhooa, cuts the nerves of Diligence, 
and deſtroys the true Principles of Com- 
merce and juſt Dealing. Aud by theſe 
means it directly tends to undermine and 
everthraw the I" of any Nation, 
City, or Publick Body. 

But Ruin will purſue Vice the more 


ſewiftly and ſurely, becauſe it is puſbed on 


by the juſt Vengeance of Almighty God, 
the righteous Governor of the world ; of 
hoſe direful Judgments 2012 other Na- 
tions and Cities abroad we have been ſuf- 


Aciently informed within a feiu years paſt, 


if we have forgotten the former ſtrokes of 
it upon ourſelves. We have beard. from 
Smyrna, Jamaica, Malta, Sicily, and other 


places, that many great aud famous Cities 


and Countries have been ruined and ſwal- 
lowed up by dreadful Earthquakes z where-  . 
as the ſame GOD, though exceedingly 
provoked by us, was pleaſed only to ſhake 
and jog us iu a very gentle manner, by the 


ſame expreſſion of his Diſpleaſure. 


© Sirs} 
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O Sirs! take the gentle Warning, and 
 smaprove the merciful Reprieve, leſt bis 
Vengeance ſwallow us up alſo, when be 
next ariſeth to. ſhake terribly the earth. 
This is in humble Duty laid before you, 
ay Countrymen, by 


Li 


Your Affectionate Monitor, 


J E. 


1H 
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An Introduction to the following 
Account, 


—INCE the pious Education 
of our Youth is a Matter of 


both in Church and State; 


of continuing the Mercies of God with this, 
depends upon it: it cannot be unacceptable 


to any ſober perſon, to peruſe a brief Ac- 


count of that which our Good Gop hath 
done for us in this refpect; to whom alone 
be the Praiſe and Glory f the whole. 


17 


the greateſt Importance to us 


and ſince the whole hope of 
improving the next age, and 
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Ir is the obſervation of many ſerious 
and judicious perſons, That within the com- 
paſs of a few years paſt there hath appeared 
much of the genuine Spirit of Chriſtianity 
in many young Perſons among us, whoſe 
pious Diſpoſitions, together with their humble 
and inoffenſi ve behaviour, have occaſioned the 
Praiſes of God in the mouths of many pi- 
ous People; for they cannot but look on 
this blooming Piety of theſe orthodox and 
ſober Perſons as a very ſeaſonable Bleſſing 


of God, to excite new ſpirits in the degene- 


rate profeſſors of our holy Religion, and to 
antidote thoſe 4azyznable Mereſies, and to 
check that exorbirant Wickeaneſs, which 
| hath. appeared with great impudence in 
theſe latter days. 42 ns 

Wau xn I firſt applied my mind to draw 
up a brief Account of theſe things (being 
led thereto by ſundry moving confidera- 


tions) I adviſed with ſeveral: Divines, and 
others, about it; by whom it was gene- 


rally concluded to be a Work that might 
rove ſerviceable to the common inte- 
reſt of Religion, and might revive the 
languiſhing ſtate of it among us: which, 
as it is the only end 1 propoſe hereby, 
- ſo indeed it is a conſideration that needs 
no other to ſecond it; for I know no- 
thing more deſirable in this world, than 


to invigorate a hearty concern for Religion 


in it. 
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AN p when this brief Narrative was 
drawn up, and peruſed by ſeveral perſons, 
who were acquainted with the 'moſt hid- 
den Springs and Motions of theſe Socie- 
ties, they atteſted the Juſtice and equality 
of it: In particular, the late Reverend 
Nr. Horneck (who had a very perfect 
knowledge of them, and indeed was an 
eminent Friend, or rather Father, to them, 
from their firſt riſe to the day of his death) 
in a diſcourſe I had with. him a little be- 
fore his deceaſe, was pleaſed to give this 
publick teſtimony of it, That is was 4 
very faithful and modeſt Account of the 
whole Matter: Adding, That at the firſt 
appearance of theſe Societies, they were 
looked upon with ſuſpicion and diſlike by 
many of our Superiors, who now (ſaid he 
upon a fuller view of them, do not only 
think them fit to be tolerated, but worthy 
to be encouraged ; concluding with his 


Prayer (in that pathetick and heavenly 


manner which was ufual to him) That 
God would bleſs and proſper theſe Begin- 
nings of Reformation. This was the laſt 
diſcourſe that F had with that pious and 
worthy Divine, who was ſoon after tranſ- 
lated from his painful labours (we hope) to 
eternal Reſt. 2 
A n fince the former editions of this 
Aecount, I have underſtood, in my conver- 
ſation with many Divines in and about this 
City, and by Letters from the remoteft 

: | 4s | parts 
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in ſhort, from many, whoſe faces I never. 
ſaw, into whoſe hands this Account has 
fallen, That the Piety of many perſons, 
eſpecially of the younger ſort, has been 
evidently lis thereby; and that it 
had been read by man of them, with a 
very ſurpriſing Foy. — Lea, in ſome parts 
of this Nation, ſeveral Divines, of confide- 
rable character, have met together, to ex- 
preſs their unanimous Satisfaction and Joy 
in theſe Proceedings; of which they have 
given us account by Letter. 

AN D on this occaſion it comes to be 
known, that in ſome places the very Scope 
and Deſign of theſe Societies have been be- 
gun and continued by ſeveral pious Perſons 
within the compaſs of a few years paſt, 
who knew nothing: of theſe London Socte- 
ties, nor had ſo much as heard any report 
of them. 

IN a certain town (which TI forbear to 
name) ſome diſcreet and ſerious Perſons, 
conſidering the great benefit of a ſtrict ob- 
ſervance of the Lord's Day, came to a re- 
ſolution to meet together on the evening be- 


wards ſpiritual things, as a meet prepara» 
tion for the Duties of the Sacred Day fol- 
lowing. And finding the great advantages 
of this practice, they continued it for the 
ſpace of three years; and then hearing what 
was done here in London, ſo ſuitably to their 

| inclina- 


parts of this Land, and from Foreigners, 


fore it, to enliven each other's affections to- 
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the following Account. 19 


inclinations, they were lifted up with joy, 


and berook themſelves to the ſame method. 
* In ſome parts of the county of Lincoln 


a moſt profane cuſtom had long prevailed, 
to ſpend the three Lord's Days after Lam- 
mas (and of late many before it) in horfe- 
racing, and other riotous diverfions, This 
diſorder was endeavoured to be ſuppreſſed. 
in Cromꝛell's days, but in vain; p44 after- 
wards by ſome Gentlemen of the county, 
but with no better ſucceſs. So that it had 
now, for ſeveral years paſt, been lamented. 
by ſerious people, as an inveterate evil which 
was not to be redreſſed. But it pleaſed 
God, for a few years paſt, to ſtir up the 
fpirirs of the Minifters of the adjacent Pa- 
riſhes, with ſuch zeal and indignation againff 
this ſcandalous profaneneſs, that they took 
their Conſtables and other proper Aſſiſtance 
with them, and appeared. with ſuch. cou- 
rage and refolution againſt this rude afſem- 
bly, that the whole multitude was over- 


- awed and put to flight, So that on ſuch 


Lord's Days, when there uſed to be many 


hundreds of this lewd mob, you could wx 


have beheld ſeveral devout Miniſters with 
their Conſtables walking their rounds z or, 
if any vain perſons looked that way, their 
next care was, to flee with ſuch ſpeed as 
might ſecure themſelves from apprehenſion, 
And it is hoped, that the ſame care conti- 


nued yearly in this and other JE, will 
orders; to 


ſuppreſs 


perpetually prevent the like di 
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ſuppreſs which, they reſolve not to be 
wanting, as a Miniſter informs me from 
the place. INES 
Nox is the benefit of this pious Under- 
taking confined by the boundaries of this 
our Nation; the morals of her Siſter King- 
dom of Ireland have been happily improved 
by it, Yea, the accounts ſent us from Per- 
ſons of the moſt eminent Learning and 
Piety, in diſtant countries, inform us of the 
ſenſible vigour and life of Religion, which 
has been excited amongſt them, by what 
they hear of its increaſe among(t us. 2 
Tn E pious and learned Dr. Franck, 
Profeſſor of Divinity in the city of Hall in 
Saxony, writes thus concerning this matter 
to ſome Gentlemen in London. 
Jan. 21, 1700. 
E eminent ſucceſs of your pions Un- 
aertakings has been made known to us 
in Germany, by the Reverend Doftor Ja- 
blonſki, Chaplain to the newly crowned 
King of Pruſſia, who hath trauſlated the 
Account of your Societies out of the Engliſh 
into the German Language. Nor Has this 
Gentleman's pains proved nunuſeful : For, 
beſiaes the Good it has done to many parti- 
cular perſons, who have been thereby awa- 
kened o a greater concern for their ſpiri- 
tual Eaification, a great number of the 
citizens of Nurenburg, who had a little be- 
fore begun to meet at each other's houſes, 
g 1 
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in order to their mutual improvement in 
the knowleage of the Truth, are, by this 
Book, mightily encouraged aud invigorated 
in good things; as a very pious Miniſter 
(who, with two other Divines, is wont to 
preſide at theſe Meetings ) has, in the name 
of rhem all, informed me from the Place. 
Aud indeed, the Field of our Lord waxes 
more and more white unto harveſt. And 
the true Savour of the Goſpel daily in- 
creaſes amongſt perſons of various ranks 
and conditions, both men and women, with 
a general aefire of living ſuitably there- 
2 Unto. 

, 8 


— 
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r Tux eminent Monſieur Furien writes in 
a ſort of tranſport concerning theſe matters, 
in a late Letter of his to one in London; 
rejoicing and praiſing Goa, that, amidſt 


7 the many Societies which he had obſerved 
5 to be made about the concerus of Gold and 
J Silver, he had at laſt, through the Good- 
1 neſs of Ged, received a moſt reviving ac- 
4 count 0-4 Falk Perſons united in prudent 
1 and effettual Methods for the extirpation 
$ of Vice, and the advancement of Religion. 
» 

- A vRk R worthy Gentleman writes thus 
b from Schafhauſen in Switzerland, _ 

4 . Jan. 12, 1700. 

by MR. W——'s full Account of the Reli- 
, gioms Societies in London, is tranſ- 
2 i; tated, 
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lated, and printed at Berlin; and is dedi- 


cated by the Tranſlator to the Princeſs of 


Brandenburgh, who is lately married to 
the young Prince of Heſſe Caſſel. Me have 
here ſome examples of the ſame ſort of So- 
cieties; and it rejoices many amongſt us, 
ro hear of the great Piety and Zeal that 
"reigns in England. | 


A vzaxy learned and pious Foreigner, 
who is pleaſed to favour me with his corre- 
ſpondence, in a Letter of his (March 14, 
1700.) informs me, That not only at Na- 
renburg, but alſo at Augsburg and Rati(- 
bon, they find great benefit by their Reli- 

ious Societies; and that ſome great Per- 
fons begin to reliſh the Divine Savour of 
5 nu ; among whom, alas! too many 
are ſo deeply immerſed in carnal pleaſures, 
that they have little taſte of ſpiritual Joy. 
He adds, That Dr. Lange of Altorf had 
begun to uſe Religious Exerciſes with his 
Scholars, in imitation -of thoſe at Hall, as 
Dr. Spener had long fince done at Frank- 
fort. And that ſuch as formerly diſliked 
theſe things, began to be by Fans of being 
more vehement in oppoſing aſſignations for 


Religion, than thoſe for drinking and gam- 


Ing, or the clubs of atheiſtical and profane 
Men. Concluding thus; — For my own 
part, I look upon theſe things as comfort- 
able ſigns, that the Spirit of God is now 

© about 
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about a great Work, to put a new, face 
on the whole Chriſtian Church. 8 


['roRBEAR to recite other Extracts of 
foreign Letters; and ſhall only obſerve, 
That as tbeſe happy effects upon other na- 
tions afford matter of comfort to ſuch as 
have engaged in them here; ſo their noble 
victories over the impudence of public enor- 
mities at home, ſerve to encourage them in 
the purſuit of the ſcattered forces of the 
prince of darkneſs. The rather, becauſe 
the Lord of Hoſts ſeems to fight for them; 
partly by diſpiriting and intimidating the 
actors of vice and profaneneſs, who have 
been heretofore undauntedly bold and hardy 
in the commiſſion of it; and partly by ex- 
citing the ſpirits of ſuch as oppoſe them, 
even to a pitch of bravery, which ſome- 
what reſembles thoſe of whom it is ſaid in 
Scripture, That he Spirit of the Lora 
came ufon them; and then we always find 
that they prevailed, and came off with vic- 


- tory and ſucceſs. 


So that it is beyond queſtion, That if 
ſuch as are of eminency amongſt us did 
more generally give their aſſiſtance and coun- 
tenance to this Divine and Glorious Work, 
it would run on with vigour from one end 
of the land to the other. And how much 
this would tend to their comfort and glory, 
in _— wherein great men muſt give an 

their talents of power and autho- 
rity, 
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rity, before that righteous Judge, from whom 
they ha ve received them, is not to be ex- 
preſſed: Nor, on the contrary, can we con- 
ceive the horror and confuſion, the regret 
and anguiſh, which ſhall then overwhelm 
ſuch as drowzily forger, or cowardly hide, 
or baſely miſemploy, theſe weighty talents, 
_Y x A, the pious and righteous Magiſtrate 
will not ſtay till the laſt day for the reward 
due unto him : He will be honoured and 
eſteemed upon earth, as long as the notions 
of Good and Evil remain on mens conſci- 
ences; and theſe can ſcarce ever be blotred 
out. And the temporal advantage of ſuch 
is the more probable, ſince the QukxEN has, 
by Proclamation, given her Royal Word, 
That She will, on all occaſions, diſtinguiſh 
Perſons of Piety and Virtue, by Marks of 
her Royal Favour. By which her Majeſty 
will appear glorious in the fight of Angels, 
and of men, and be beloved of God Him- 
Telf, who will not fail to honour thoſe that 
honour him. 8 8 WES 

Asp in truth, our utmoſt endeavours of 
this nature are abſolutely requiſite to juſtify 
the ſincerity of thoſe Nevotions we have 
uſed on the Faſts which have been kept on 
this occaſion by publick Authority; in which, 
by confeſſing the publick Sins of the Nation 
before God, and praying againſt them, we 
have ſo far engaged — hah to endeavour 
to ſuppreſs them, that we cannot recede 
from it without being branded with 5 

mo 
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moſt unſufferable prevarication with Al- 
* mighty God; and it is not to be thought 


ſons object, That it is not a proper nor a 
* becoming thing, for yo1rb to manage ſuch 
affairs as theſe: It were better, lay: they, 


* that a whole nation can contract ſuch guilt, 

t and come off unpuniſhed: For it is not the 

A uſual method of God's proceeding, to build 

Cy up and eſtabliſh a people, that dares thus 

8. impudently to mock his Omni ſcience, and 

14 challenge his Vengeanſe. 

ONE thing more may alſo be remarked | 

d from theſe manifold combinations. of per- . 

1 ſons piouſly inclined, in various parts of this p 

1 Kingdom (as alſo in that of Irelaud) name- 5 

d ly, that it is not only requiſite, but even ; 

h natural, for pious Perſons to aſſociate with 

Sy thoſe of the ſame diſpoſitions z, eſpecially Wl 

, where confiderable badies of men, of con- = 

5 trary inclinations, join together to oppoſe : 

f them. This was the firſt cauſe Which in- = 

y duced men to unite into Political Bodies, 4 

85 and it is this which cements them together i 

1 to this day; which demonſtrates the neceſ- | 

F fity of Religious Afociations, in order to 4 
a general Reformation of Manners, and is | 

f a full vindication of the Societies [hereafter 

Y deſcribed. | i 26; beet? ij 

8 Bo r here I have heard ſome elder per- x 


5 and more ſeemly, that Hoary beads ſhouſd 
4 . undertake this great and honourable. pro- 
4 vince ; and then it would carry; greater po- 


f uour and reverence in its a ſpect + 
Ty B Bur, 
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Bv'r, I pray you, Gentlemen! who hin- 
ders your aſſembling and acting in this poſt 
of Honour? It will be happy if your con- 
ſcience ean teſtiſy, that. it has not been ſloth 
nor lukewarmneſs, nor any want of love and 
zeal for your God, nor the undue fear of 
men, and of worldly damage, that hath ſo 
long topped your mouths from rebuking 
publick vice, and ypur hands from oppoſing 
'it, However, if you will now be pleaſed to 
luck your hands out of your 2 and 
Fehr like valiant captains in this combat be- 
twixt Light and Darkneſs; I dare vouch 
that our young men will gladly march under 
your banners. But if you will, after all, 
negligently ſtand by, or timorouſly ſkulk 
away, when the Goliahs of the prince of 
darkneſs come forth and b/afſf heme the 11v- 
ing God, and defy his Servants; have you 
ary reaſon to be offended againſt theſe young 
 firiflings, who ſtand up with a generous 
courzge to aſſert the Honour of God, and 
' op the mouth of blaſphemy? his would 
be to add the guilr'of envy to that of ſloth; 
And you will do well to repent of both, and 
to act more becoming your years and vous, 
left theſe deſpiſed 30e ones rake your 
cron. 1281 
B uv T after all, it is a grand miſtake to 
think, that the preſent endeavouts of Re- 
foi mation are managed by young perſons. 
That important province is governed by 
perſons of conſiderable quality, age, and 
ex pe. 
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experience; as we ſee in the Account of 


them, 7 8 with the approbation of 


divers Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
of ſeveral of our Honourable Judges. Nor 
can the Bedy of the Religious Societies be 
accounted a parcel of raw youths, fiace they 
have been of above two and thirty years 
ſtanding; and thoſe who firſt engaged in 
them, continue their kind fellowſhip with 

ſuch as have fince fallon in with them. 
As to others, who ſuſpe& theſe Aſſocia- 
tions for the ſake of Practical Religion as 
things of dangerous conſequence, their ob- 
jections are particularly confidered in the 
following Account. However, to give the 
world all farther ſatistaction that is poſſible ; 
let the event itſelf ſpeak whether any re- 
markable evil hath been produced by their 
continuance above two and thirty years in 
our chief city? Have any popiſh emiſſarics 
made a prey or a tool of them? Have any 
ſects or tations ſprung from them? Have 
they any way diſhonoured the Communion 
which they embrace? Or rather, Is it not 
undeniable matter of fact, that they have 
eminently contributed towards the increaſe 
of Chrittian Knowledge, the reviving of 
true Piety, the ſuppreſſien of Vice, anf the 
abatement of thoſe Prejudices and Ogjections, 
which many who diſſent from our Comme 
nion had conceived againſt it? And is it 
not apparent, that they have laid a moſt ef- 
tectual ſcheme- to qu iſh all appearance of 
B 2 Publick 
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| ublick impiety and immoralit 7 to 
biete p foundation of e 
whereby they have recommended the Church 
of Ergland to other reformed Churches, and 
may in time draw multitudes to our Com- 
munion. And here, once for all, L ſolemnly 
teſtify, That having, for a long while ,inti- 
mately and (as I verily think) Re ee 
dir he their principles, methods, and pur- 
roſes of acting in. theſe Fraternities ;. I 
ogy 10 I, Fa ſiniſter, or uncommend- 
ble deſign propaſed or proſecuted thereby: 
Nothſho” in truth but the Glory of God, the 
Menn of Religion, and the Salvation of 
And 1 in very deed, What reaſon can 

| 485555 be. to ſuſpect danger from ſuch who 
mani feſtly and profeſſedly purſue the chief 
ends both of the Chriſtian Religion and of 
all Civil Government ; and who do all this in 
methods ſtrictiy legal, and exactly conform- 
able to the conſticution. of. our Government 

in Church and State? | 

'Y = a, fince the maintenance of the Au- 
thority oe the. La wis of God, and, thoſe of 
our Land, is the great and only end propoſed 
hereby ; I humbly aſk all ſuch as reproach 
this Undertaking, and revile, the Promoters 
of it, What is it hey aim at in fo doing! 
Can you fay, that it is not fit that the God 
who made us ſhould be ſerved, with. A ſu- 
preme Religious Fear? or, that we ought 
not to regard our penal Laws againſt Vice 
and Profaneneſs (thoſe wboleſorme Orai nau 
/ C63 
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ces'of Min) for th? Lord's ſake? Would 
you perſuade us to give up our Holy Reli- 
gion to be mocked/and/trampled on, as it is 
by thoſe bla ſphemers, Sabbath breakers, and 
other lewd perſons,” Who ate checked, and 
in part ſuppreſſed, by theſe Societies? Have 
you the forehead to tell your Miniſters, that 
they may read the Law of God againſt pro- 
fane Swearing every Lord's Day, and che 
Law of the Land againſt it four times in 
the year (yea, both theſe in the peculiar 
Preſence of God, and in the ſolemn Aſſæem- 
bly of his ey and yet do nothin? in it, 
nor take any farther care about it, but make 
the reading of both theſe Laws a. mere 
mockery in the face of God and Man? Or, 
Can you ſtand forth and tell the Magiſtrate, 
That he is not to be 42 terror to evil doers, 
nor 4 countenancer of thoſe that do well? 

TAI u, Sirs! your attempts of this 
nature will be in vain, till you can perſuade 
us withal, that there is no God, no Provi- 
dence, nor Judgment to come. And truly 
it becomes all that are under the ſacred 
Vows of the Chriſtian Religion, to conſi- 
der. this in a due manner; but eſpecially 
thoſe who have the ſuperadded bonds of 
other Oaths and Engagements binding them 
to a ſpecial concern for God's Service and 
Honour, as all the Magiſtrates and Mini- 
ſters of this Land have in a very tremen- 


dous manner. 
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A p bleſſed be God, there are ſome 
of both rheſe who heartily and vigorouſly 
engage in this glorious enterprize, and who 
meet together at ſet times to farther it, 
according to their power and proper place 
of acting in it. And if any can be content 
to fit idly in this time of their Maſter's 
Harveſt, or are pleaſed to deride ſuch as 
ſer themſelves to it, we leave them to their 
Judge. | 
. In ſhort, Though the A ffiſtance given 
to this great and bleed Work. be not fo 
great nor general, as to advance it at pre- 
ſent with that power and univerſal preva- 
Jency as is highly defireable ; yet, through 
the Goodneſs of God to us, there are ſa 
many perſons of various qualities, functions, 
'and authority, who heartily apply them- 
ſelves to it, as are not only ſufficient (undes 
God) to make it ſubſiſt, but to prevail in a 
great meaſure, even to a conſpicuous abate- 
ment of all manner of notorious Vice and 
Profaneneſs : As it more particularly ap- 
pears in the follow irg Account. 
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An Account of the Riſe of theſe 
Societies. n es 
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Do not here undertake to give an Account 
of all the Pious Fellowſhips of Youth, 
which have been amongſt us in time paſt, 
(which, we may hope, has been the prac- 
tice of ſerious young 'men in all ages, and 
among all the too various denominations of 
Chriſtians) but to give a ſhort narrative of 
the original of thoſe Regulated Societies 
which are now, through the Grace of God, 
conſpicuous among us for many good works; 
and which, if duly encouraged, may very 
much contribute towards the ſupport, ho- 
nour, and advancement of theſe Three 
Kingdoms, in Church and State; and yet 
are but too little known to very miny 
among. us. i | 
Now, as far as I am able to trace their 
firſt Riſe, it was thus introduced by the 
gracious Providence of God. | 
Ir is now about two and thirty years 
ago, that ſeveral young Men of the Church 
of "England, in the cities of London and 
Weſtminſter, were about. the ſame time 
touched with a very affecting ſenſe of their 
1111111 
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32 The Riſe of theſe 
fins, and began to apply themſelves, in a 
very ſerious manner, to Religious Thoughts 
and Purpoſes. . | 

As to their manner of life before this, I 
am informed, that though ſome of them 
had been guilty of great neglect and con- 
tempt of Religion, they became very affec- 
tionate ſervants of God afterwards (even to 
an eminency in the judgment of ſome, who 
with wonder conſidered their happy change) 

et the greater 5 of them were ſuch as 
bad enjoyed a ſober education, and had 
not ſhared in the ſcandalous and heightened 
enormities of theſe latter days, otherwiſe 
than by their having been too infenfible of 
the diſhonour done to God by them, But 
they now began to look on their own and 
others fins in another manner, 

TI was, about that time, made privy to 
the ſpiritual forrows of one of them, who 
with floods of tears lamented, that he had 
not till then had any affecting apprehenſions 
of the Glorious Majeſty and Perfections of 
Almighty God, nor of his infinite Love to 
Men, in his Son Jeſus Chriſt : And that he 
had not before felt any juſt convictions of 
the immenſe evil of every offence againſt 
God, though it be but, ſaid he, in the wil- 
ful neglect, or miſperformance of any Duty 
to him, But now he ſaw, and groaned un- 
der all this, in very ſharp and pungent con- 
victions. And withal, perceiving the uni- 
verſal corruption of human nature, and the 
1785 he deplorable 
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deplorable crookedneſs and deceit of man's 


heart; and with what a world of tempta- 
tions we are encompaſſed, being withal be- 
ſieged by many inviſible legions of infernal 
ſpirits : When he conſidered all this, his 
ſoul was even poured out within him, and 
he was in danger of being overwhelmed 
with exceſſive ſorrow, ' 

Tr x caſe was very much the Came with 
ſeveral young men at the ſame time, as he 
then told me; ſome of whom had been 
greatly tempted by the devil, that ur- 
derer from the beginning, to lay violent 
hands on themſelves; which was alſo, he 


confeſſed, his own temptation 5 and that ſo 
urgent ſometimes, that fleep' depatred from | 


his eyes; as well as reft from his fou. 


IN this mournful ſeaſon; theſe diſconſo · 


late convicted perſons often reſorted to 
their Miniſters for ſpiritual advice and ſuc- 
cour; betaking themſelves” in good earneſt 
to the ways of real Piety and eternal Peace. 
And it many times fell out, © as the Cime 
perſon informed me, that ſeveral of them 
met together, at the houſe of their ſpiri- 
tual Phyfician, ſeeking cure for their 
wounded ſpirits; and ſo contracted a little 
acquaintance by thoſe providential inter- 
views. 

F o R, alas! as he ſuggeſted, there "RY 
6d little other language but that of their 
looks, to diſcover their inward forrows to 
each other, eſpecially when they came pre- 


B 5: pared 


pared to open them to their Miniſter; and 
they needed no other arguments to incline 
them to pity each other's caſe, but to con- 
ider their own. ; there being a propenſity 
in nature, to ſuccour thoſe who groan 
under the like miſeries with ourſelves. 
So that by theſe, and the like means, they 
ſoon contracted a very intimate acquain- 
ASS ft £111 10: |, F | 
T n x benefit of Dr. Horneck's awaken» 
ang Sermons, and the Morning Lectures on 
the Lord's Day in. Corah1ill, preached by 
Mr. Smithies (chiefly deſigned for the in- 
AruCtion of Youth) having occafioned much 
of this happy work upon the ſpirits of theſe 
| young men: they did more cen ap- 
ply themſelves to theſe Divines for direc- 
tion, who had been inſtruments in the hand 
of God for their convictiion. l 
A x p upon their frequent application to 
theſe, and other Miniſters, it was adviſed, 
That fince their troubles aroſe from the 
ſame ſpiritual cauſe, and that their inclina- 
tions and reſolutions centered in the fame 
Purpoſe of à holy life; they ſhould, meet 
together once a week, and apply themſelves 


to good diſcourſe, and things where they: 


might eaify one another. And for the bet- 
ter regulation of their meetings, ſeveral 
Rules and Orders were preſcribed. them, 
being ſuch as ſeemed moſt proper to effect 
the end propoſed. | 
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Uron this they met together, and 
kept to their Rules; and at every meeting 
(as it was adviſed) they confidered the wants 
of the poor; which in proceſs of time 
amounted to ſuch confiderable ſums, that 
thereby many poor families were relie ved, 
ſome poor people put into a way of trade 
ſuitable to their capacities, ſundry priſoners 
ſet at liberty, ſome poor ſcholars furthered 
in their ſubſiſtence at the Univerſity, ſeveral 
orphans maintained, with many other good 
works. | | 

Bur they were not preſently brought to 
thoſe. pious Exerciſes, Orders, and things 
of publick Benefit, to which they are now, 
by the Grace of God, advanced. As no 
creature is born in its full perfection; ſo 
the improvement of theſe Societies grew up 
by degrees, by conferring one with another, 
and by their enlarged defires of doing good, 
as occaſions and advice were offered them. 
So that I cannot but recommend. Chriſtian 


Society with the greateſt earneſtneſs to all 


ſorts of men. It muſt needs be as uſeful to 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters, in carrying on 


their arduous work of regulating and, re- 


forming mens manners, as daily experienct 
ſhews it to be to artiſts and rradeſme 
who join together in companies and focie- 
ties, and find their arts and intereſts ad- 
vanced by a multitude. of heads and hands. 
So that we may very properly pronaunce $0- 
lomon's Woe to him that is alone. 
Tt om 
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Tuns young Men ſoon found the be- 
refit of their conferences one with another; 
by which, as ſome of them have told me 
with joy, they better diſcovered their own 
corruptions, the devil's temptations, and 
how to countermine his ſubtil devices; . as 
to which each perſon communicated his ex- 
perlences to the gelt... 
Ix ſeemed prayer, for the better manage- 
ment of their common ſtock for charitable 
uſes, to chooſe two Stewards, as the Ma- 
nagers of their Charity. And the two firſt 
Stewards that I find (after diligent ſearch} 
were in the year 1678. whoſe names I have 
by me, witk a recorded ſucceſſion of them 
to the beginning of rhe reign of King James 
the Second. In this unhappy juncture the 
face of the Reformed Religion began to be 
clouded, and all private meetings were ſuſ- 
pected. And now, alas! ſome of theſe 
nin not having digged deep enough to 
have a firm root in Religion, began to 
Fhrivk and give back, like the ſeed in our 
Saviour's Parable, which had no deepneſs 
of earth. They were afraid of the Ne 
of the State againſt them; eſpecially when 
they ſaw the bloody and mercileſs execu- 
tions in city and country with which that 
reign began, which dyed it of ſuch a crim- 
ſon colour, as rendered it frightful to many, 
particularly to theſe young proſely tes. Upon 
which ſome of them forſook their wonted 
Aſſemblies, and getting looſe from bi 
47 tri 
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Y 
e- firit Rules and good Society, they grew { 
$ cool in religious concerns, and ſome of them | 
ne grew vain and extravagant. | 
7n TIMES of danger are indeed times of 


id trial, In theſe, ſome uſually. Halt, and ſome: 
as fall. Thus it proved with the firſt Follow- 
x- ers of our Bleſſed Saviour, who kept cloſe 
120 to their Maſter while he was at liberty, but 
e- when they ſaw him apprehended, and in 
le the hands of powerful enemies, rhey al for. 
a- ſook him, and fled. 3 
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{> Bu r, through the Grace of God, there | 
h) was not a total tergiverſation among theſe ; 
ve young Diſciples of our Lord ; but, on the | 
m contrary, ſome of them being encouraged by 1 
es others, who till then had not been of this = 
he Society, being alſo grieved at heart to fee = 
be ſome of their brethren turn their backs in 1 
1 the day of battle; and being animated with = 
ſe holy zeal againſt the growing intereſts of 1 
to Popery, which then appeared not only open, = 
to bur in armour; they took a more vigorous 2 
ur reſolution than ever, to do what in them lay = 
16; towards the maintaining and increafing the z 
ſy purity and power of Religion in themſelves h 
en and others. And ſeeing that the Popiſh 9 
u- Maſs was then publickly celebrated, not | 
at only at the Royal Chapel, but in other pub- 

n- lick places, they ſet up, at their own ex- 

y, pence, publick Prayers every evening, at 

on eight of the clock, at St. Cement. Danes, 


ed which never wanted a ſull and affectionate 

eir Congregation. And not long after, they ſet 

ict up an Evening Monthly Lecture in the ſame 
: Church 


— 
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Church, to confirm Communicants in. their 
holy Purpoſes and Vows, which they made 
at the Lord's Table. And by this publick 
Lecture, which was greatly Seen many 
were confirmed, both in the profeſſion and 
ractice of the true Principles of primitive 
Religion. For they were preached” by the 
molt eminent Divines about the City, from 
whoſe lips and pens Popery received ſuch 
wounds, as all her art will x never be able to 
cure. 
Ir was the deſign of theſe young Men, 
from the firſt framing of their Societies, to 
conceal their names from publick knows 
ledge, left it ſhould ſcem to be a device to 
catch the applanſes of men; which is but a 
very poor matter, an aerial blaſt, of little 
importance if attained, and uſually of as 
little continuance. They looked upon it 
therefore with juſt diſdain; and fixed their 
hearts on thoſe exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes, which the unchangeable God hath 
ſet before men. But they had now a parti- 
cular reaſon for concealing their names from 
all but their Miniſters and a few Friends ; 
for the eyes of Papiſts then in power were 
intent upon them, who, together with thoſe 
their underſetters, whom pain, and the pro- 
miſes of Court-favour, had brought over to 
their party, pried narrowly into al they did; 
ſa that they ſaw they had great reaſon, as 
well as the primitive Chriftians, to uſe the 


eriſdom of the ſerpent, whilſt they as care- 
fully retained the innacence of the dove; 
; __ eſpecially 
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eſpecially being in the near neighbourhood 


of the Court, which was then filled with fo- 
reign and domeſtick zealots for Popery, or 


with crouching falſe friends to Proteſtancy. 


Ix this junctare, upon advice, they changed 
the name of Society for that of Club; and 
inſtead of meeting at a friend's houſe, who 
might be endangered by it, they adjourned 

— publick-houſe or other, where th 
could have a room to themſelves ; and, un- 
der the pretext of ſpending a ſhilling or two, 
they conferred ſeriouſly together in the ſame 
religious manner as formerly: By which ho- 
neſt artifice they carried on their good defign 
without interruption, even to the end of that 
unhappy Reign. | y 

A fince I had occaſion (a little before) 
to take notice of the diſputes betwixt our 
Divines and thoſe of Rome, concerning the 
Lord's Supper; I beg leave of my reader 
(though it be a lictle foreign to the preſent 
Diſcourſe) to lay before him a moſt memo- 
rable Teſtimony of God on the behalf of his 
Truth, relating to this matter, as I find it 
related by that faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, 
Monſieur Pineton, who was a great and 
long Sufferer under the Papal Tyranny in 
the Principality of Orange, | 


Tu is learned Gentleman, having related 


the deplorable ravages made on the Subjects 
of his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Orange, 


by the arms of France, which at: laſt ad- 


vanced to the total ſuppreſſion of the exer- 
ciſe of the Reformed Religion in that Prin- 
n | . Cipality z 


: 
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40 The Progreſi of theſe © 
cipality: He goes on (in his Book intitled, 
Fes: Larmes de Facqnes Pineton de Cham- 
brun, pag. 9, 10. in theſe words: Fe ferois 
ee N...... 
In Engliſo thus: | 
AN p here I ſhould do wrong to the 
& publick, if Tſhould omit one paſſage which 
« deſerves to be tranſmitted-to- poſterity. 
« One of the forementioned Gentlemen (the 
« Jeſuits): preaching on the Octave of their 
holy Sacrament, in the year 1678, chal 
4 lenged me in his pulpit to make anſwer to 
t the arguments which he then produced to 
* prove the rea! preſence of Chriſt's Body, 
“ and to Juſtify the Adoration of the Sacra- 
* ment. | e 755 i 
_«<'TyERE was one who gave me an ex- 
« act relation of all that he had advanced: 
* Rut I made light of it for ſome time, and 
* had no thoughts of making him any re- 
« ply; contenting myſelf to give ſatisfac- 
* tion to ſuch as made any report of his Ser- 
* mon. But at laſt, ſeeing that he provok- 
« me from day to day, and that my people 
& defired with paſſion that I ſhould return 
« him an anſwer ;' L undertook: one Lord's 
« Day in the Evening Exerciſe, to refute 
* all the Sermons which he had made on 
t that ſubject. I preached above four hours, 
not only in the preſence of my uſual con- 
es gregation, but of many ſtrangers who 
, came to take cognizance of this refutation. 
J may ſay, that I put him into a furious 
E diſorder, by unfolding his falſe — 
: ö 3 * and 
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and falſe quotations, I overwhelmed him 
« with paſſages of the Fathers, about whom 
« he had made ſuch oſtentation. So that 
going from my Sermon, he fell to tearing 
« of his hair, and ſaid to a Gentleman of 
© the Roman Communion, now living whoſe 
“% name is Villeneuf, Alas! I know. not 
« auhere I am. Good God |. how. ſhall Ib 
« able to anſwer ſo many quotations? In- 
« deed he took ſufficient care not to attempt 
«© to follow me; but {contented himſelf: to 
make divers exclamations in his pulpit 
t about my affirming, that the Adoration 
9 - tho Sacrament was an idolatrous Vor. 
And he believed that he might 

« eee extricate himſelf from this af 
« fair by his prophetick rr . Wen 
« I give you in his own words. 

* GREAT Gog! why ſuffer vt oa 
« Worſhip, the moſt ang uſt and moſt holy, 
« g he treated as idblatrous? Mit be true, 
* (as theſe” Miniſters accuſe us) that vb 
are [dolaters, and that the Prieſts are 
Impoſtors, when they ſay that they daily 
4 Fables the Body of your well beloved 
« $01; where are your thunders, where 
* are your thunderbolts, to erufh theſe I- 
* Poſtors-and Idolaters? 

„MAN v in the ſequel, turning himſelf to- 
* wards the Altar where the Hoſt was ex- 
“ poſed,” he continued his A poltrophe in 
* theſe words. 

*YEA, my Saviour! 7 addreſs myſelf 
* unto 0 you, to demand of you, that . 


6c 1 ſudge 


42 The Riſe of theſe 
judge our cauſe by ſome Miracle: If u 
% are Idolaters in adoring your ho.y Satra- 
ment, make the fire of heaven to fall 
upon us, as Elijah did upon the Prieſts 
* of Baal. TuuxbzasrRIKER ova A- 
"'TARS; aud then you will undeceive us, 
and perſuade us indeed, by ſuch a Fudg- 
ment, that we are [Aolaters. 
Ir was preciſely on the nineteenth of 
June, 1658, that he pronounced this im- 
recation: And juſt ten days after, name- 
ly, on the twenty ninth of the ſame 
% month, being the Feaſt of St. Peter and 
4% St. Paul, being then upon Wedneſday, 
* about nine in the morning, God manifeſt- 
* ed the Miracle which this Jeſuit had de- 
„ manded. The heavens grew dark by 
4 reaſon of thick clouds, flaſhes of lightning 
«ſhone in all parts, thunders roared with a 
very extraordinary noiſe ; and there was 
© one range thunderclap, whoſe ſhock felt 
« juſt by that great Altar towards which 
* the Jeſuit had directed his Apolſtrophe, 
* and where the Canon Caulet then cele- 
* brated Maſs. The clap of thunder threw 5 
* him down upon his back; it tore up ſe- 
veral tones of the vault; and paſſing in- ſo 
eto the firſt Chapel, which is on the left I ne 
& hand of the Choir, burnt the Cloth of the te. 
« Altar to powder, where one celebrated th 
the Maſs alſo at the ſame time. The FF 
« Lady de la Piſa, who was on her knees, die 
was much hurt with it, and all covered tet 
$ with du, with many other perſons. They ſh 
R 4 carried 


cc 
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carried the ſaid Lady half dead te her 
« houſe, where ſhe was ſpeedily blooded; 
« a_ 0 . nanu, wer was the cauſe 
of all this diſorder, going forth through a 
« window of the Church, faſtened to the 
« tower, where they laboured till the even- 
« ing to extinguiſh the fire which it had 
* kindled. % 
! © Bxnorp here a very poſitive matter 
« fact, known throughout the Principa- 
« lity of Orange, and all the neighbouring 
places dee Which ought to bring 
all ſober Roman Catholicks to a ferious 
“ confideration of the matter.” Thus far 
that worthy Gentleman. . x8 

Wu here behold a marvellous atteſtation 3 
of Almighty God to his Truth, much like 9 
that which decided the controverſy betwixt A 
the Prophet of God and the Prieſts of 
Baal upon mount Carmel}: And methinks 
as all the byſtanders: cried out then, Ts 
Zora He is the Gol; ſo all that hear this 
marvellous event, ſhould not refrain their 
ſuffrage for the Proteſtant Sacrament, in op- 
E to the Romifh Maſs, Truly, the 

apiſts have diſcarded their ſenſes and rea- 
ſon to all intents and purpoſes, if they take 
no notice of this: However, I am fure Pro- 
teſtants will; and therefore I queſtion not 
their pardon for this digreſſion. 8 

AN thus we return to our Pious Socie- 
ties, where we left them, namely at the lat- 
ter end of the reign of King James; and 
ſhall confider them at the beginning of the 

| reign 
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Service to the Publick, in ſo hazar ol 
a juncture, made them more known, and 
much eſteemed, at the beginning of the 
reign of King Wr liam and Queen Mary), 
thoſe celebrated Inſtruments of God's Provi- 
dence,” for the feſtoring our Religion and 
Liberty, when the publick enjoyment of 
both were juſt expiring. 
Tu x firſt deſign of thoſe who joined in 
this Religious Fellowſhip, looked no farther 
than the mutual Aſſiſtance and Conſolation 
one of another in their Chriſtian Warfare. 
That by their interchanged counſels and 
exhortations, they might the better main- 
tain their integrity in the midſt of a crookes 
and perverſe generation. But as their 
fenſe of the blefſedneſs of Religion, and the 
value of immortal” Souls, increaſed, they 
could not but exerciſe bowels of compaſſion 
towards ſuch as diſcovered little concern 


about theſe important matters, This in. 
* clined 


ke ene . . „ „ „ 0 


a 


— 


clined, them to endea vout, by diſcourſe with 
their acquaintance in proper ſeaſons, to preſs 
upon them thoſe divine Arguments whereby 
themſelves had been rouzed out of a ſtate 
of carnal, inſenſibleneſs. And finding that 
the Grace of God many times ſeconded theſe 
their Chriſtian Admonitians tog good effect, 
they became more habituated to good diſ- 
courſe, eſpecially where there was any pro- 
bability of a civil acceptance of it. Inſo- 
much that at length they could not but 
ſtand amazed at the ſucceſs which it pleaſed 
God to give them. One of them, to u hom 
God had given a very deep ſenſe of Reli- 
gious Matters, and a very moving manner 
of expreſſing it, had ſuch ſucceſs, that he 
had, under God, induced moſt of his inti- 
mate acquaintance at leaſt to an outward 
Reformation. © 1 8 r 
Oro this they made a private Order 

at one of their Aſſemblies, that every one 
ſhould. endeavour: to bring in one other at 
leaſt into their Society: Which they did to 
good effect. For I heard a very ſerious Per- 
ſon bleſs God with great affection, that ever 
they made ſuch an Order, and took ſuch 
Reſolutions: For, ſaid he, this put one of 
them upon diſcoutſe with me about thoſe 
things, which till that time L little minded; 
and which now I can never forget. 0 
THIS may recommend good Diſcourſe 


upon all proper occaſions in company z 


which, whereever it is pioully deſigned, 
and ſeriouſly performed, will be bleſſed ot 
| 5 Eu God 


326 The Progreſs of tbeſe 
God to more excellent purpoſes than we can 
without trial conceive, Amiens 
Tuus then their Religious Praternities 
grew and increaſcd, even till they became 
conſpicuous, and in ſome degree famous': 
Which till induced other young men, who 
were of ſober inclinations, to join with them; 
and as they multiplied in diſtant parts of 
the City, they erected new Societies by the 
pattern of the old. . 
Tus conſpicuous advancement of theſe 
Societies, in number and repute, gave occa- gi 
fion to ſume miſtaken or ill affected perſons ot 
to miſrepreſent them to the Biſhop, as things I q; 
leading to ſchiſm, ſpiritual pride, and many ch 
other ill conſequences. And this made their R 


names more publick than ever they thought jet 
or defired to have them. For now t ä 
were obliged to appear and Juſtify their un- ar 
dertaking : Which they did in a very humble ne 
and folid Apology addreſſed to the Lord vi 


Biſhop of London; wherein they humbly 
aſſured his Lordſhip, that their only deſign he 
was, to quicken each other's affections to- 
_ wards ſpiritual things, and to advance their |} +}; 
preparations for another world ; and to this 
end, to aſſiſt each other to live in all reſpects vf 
as it becomerh the Goſpel. And that they > 
defired to proſecute this Chriſtian Deſign in 
none but Chriſtian Methods; with due te- ( 
ſpett to their Superiors in Church and State, 
and without any cauſe of offence to any one. Ih. 
And, in fine, their Vindication appeared ſo 
teaſonable and ſatisfattory, their Aſſemblies 

1 5 875 ſo 
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ſo regular, and ſubordinate to the Publick 
Worſhip, and their Defigns ſo truly Chriſ- 
tian and inoffenfive (all which was atteſted 
by ſeveral eminent Divines on their behalf 
that his Lordſhip diſmiſſed them with theſe 
words ; Goa forbid that I ſhouta be againſt 
ſuch excellent Deſigns. 1155 i 

For indeed, any one who peruſes the 
Vindication of their Societies, which they 
drew up upon this and another like occa- 
fion (the Copies of which ſeveral of them 
keep by them) will find that they have 
given ſuch meek. and full anſwers to every 
objection, that they have rendered it very 
difficult for any lover of Piety, or any one 
that knows and defares the intereſts of the 
Reformation, to make any reaſonable ob- 
jection againſt their Orders or Deſigns. 

As to that which is feared by ſome ſober 
and good People, namely, that it may dege- 
nerate in time to a Sect, and introduce Di- 
viſion; be it conſidered, that as this would 
indeed be a very deteſtable thing, ſo th 
have moſt induſtriouſly fenced themſelves 
againſt it by their Monthly Communion ; 
their 'uſe of many of the Publick Prayers 
conſtantly in their Aſſemblies; their ſetting 
up Publick Prayers in many Churches in the 
Ci-y, and frequenting them in great bodies, 
where they appear -a very devout part of the 
Congregation; and theif utter diſclajen 
of all Schiſm and Faction and finally, their 
humble deference to their Miniſters, without 


whoſe approbation no Rule, 8 
1 ract. ce 
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Practice, is allowed among them: I ſay, all 
theſe conſiderations together give any ſober 
perſon all rhe ſatisfaction that he can rea- 
ſonably demand, that there is no manner of 
ground. for ſuch a jealouſy. For indeed, 
they find ſuch improvement in all Chriſtian 
Duty, and ſuch ſatisfaction in their Conſci- 
ences, in obſerving the Rules and Order of 
the Church of Zng/ana, that it is remarked 
by ſome who have made enquiry into the 
matter, that it has ' ſcarce ever happened, 
that any perſon who could be truly {aid to 
be of theſe Societies, hath fallen from the 
Publick Communion to any Sect or Separa- 
tion. "I $97 by 1 | [SW 
AN p as to that other dark and diſmal 
caſe of ſome few of them, who after an ap- 
pearance of zeal for this Pious Undertaking, 
and a temporary partnerſhip in it, have 
fallen off to vanity and vice; it is like the 
cutting off a member to the reſt of the bo- 
dy; they conſider it with piercing grief, at- 
fiction, and indignation ; though it be no 
new thing in every profeſſion of Religion, 
to have ſome faiſe brethren. The firit 
Planters of Chriſtianity had reaſon to ſigh 
over the apoſtacy of a Judas, a Nicholas, 
a Demas,'whom the love of this Preſent 
erori4 had enſnared. And l mention this, 
that every one who maketh profeſſion of 
Religion, and inet h that he ſtandeth, 
may take heed leſt he fall: And that they 
may dig deep, and lay a firm foundation in 
Faith, Lowlineſs of Mind, and ſound * * 
t ledge 


det h, 
t they 
ion in 
Tnou- 

ledge 


and that they be very ſtrict in Chriſtian 
watchfulneſs,. and in mortification of the 
deſires of ſin; and in countermining the in- 
ward workings of corruption, even. to their 
lives end. © a> Bt 
To fall from a high profeſſion of ' Reli- 
gion, will prove a very cruſhing and dread- 
ful fall: And therefore let every Chriſtian 
look well to the ſincerity of his own heart; 
that his ſpiritual knowledge, and holy vows, 
may not increaſe the number of his ſtripes 
at, Jaſt,. for want of walking ſuitably there- 
to, and of perſevering therein, DT 
S$0M Ex of theſe unhappy revolters from 
their former ſtrictneſs of ſife, ate now not 
able to bear the reproofs of their perſevering 
brethren ; they ſhun their company, the; 
know not how to converſe with th r and 
are aſhamed to look them in the face; and 
ſometimes they pray them to diſturb them 
no more by their admonitions, ſince they 
apprehend all the danger they threaten them 
with to be very true, and foreſee their de- 
ſperate end, ſometimes with a terror not to 
be expreſſed. And their defign ſeems to be, 
to di vert thoſe melancholy thoughts, as long 
as they can, with all the ſenſuaÞamuſements- 
they can invent. So true is that obſervation, 
that Re/jgron can torment thoſe whom it 
cannot reclaim. h 8 
On ! how much greater comfort is th 
in the conſcientious practice, than in the 
profa ne contem pt, of Religion, even in the 
| OE courſe 
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ledge of the great things of our Salvation ; 


30 The Progreſs of theſe 
courle of this mortal life! But who can ex- by 
preſs the infinite difference betwixt them in 4 
the hour of Death, the day of Judgment, "IM 
the ſtate. of the Reſurrection, and the un- 
changeable Eternity to come: 
To ſhun this fatal danger of apoſtatizing 
from Gd, and reverſing their vows made 
ro him ; it is the practice of all theſe Socie- 
ties to partake of the Holy Supper of. our 
Lord as frequently as they may, thereby to 
devote themſelves afreſh to their good 2257 
ter, and to confirm their purpoſes of perpe- 
tual ſervice to him, and as a means of re- 
ceiving ſpiritual ſtrength from him ſo to do. 
AN o in order to their more adviſed pre- 
parations for ſo folemn a Work, there is in 
ſome one Church or more of this City, a 
Sermon preached every Lord's Day in the 
Evening (by the procurement of ſome of 
theſe Societies) on the important ſubje& of 
due Preparation for rhe Lord's Table, 
and a meet Deortment after it; by which 
great Good has been done, and a deep ſenſe 
ot Religion wrought in many perſons, _ 
A by this their care to acquit their 
conlcienccs, as to this laſt Command of our 
dying Lord, many of them have, through 
the ee of God, attained to that excellent 
primitive temper, of frequent communicat- 
ing without growing formal; not leflening a 
due reverence by the frequency of it: not 
. extivguiſhing the proper exerciſes of Divine 
Love, Thaulfulueſs, and Foy at this holy 
Sacrifice of Praiſe, as ſome unhappily 1 


Try T y Per my 


TEA x is ſuch: love amongſt. thoſe of 
them that have fallen under my obſervation, 
that ſcarce any natural brothers are ſo vigo- 
touſly affe tionate. I have often beheld 
their Festirs and parting embraces with 
admitfition.z\ and thoſe who are newly ad- 


mitted are ſoon contracted into the ſame 


Fellowſhip of Chriſtian Brotherhood. They 
are alſo far from rigid cenſure and unkind 
treatment of any ſorts of Chriſtians. As 
they truly aim at real Chriſtianity, ſo they 
value it whereever they find it. And as a 
learned foteigner- writes, this is the effect it 
has abroad; and that where the Lutherans 
and Calviuiſts fall into thefe methods of ad- 


vancing true Piety, they become more kind 


and meek, that is, more Chriſtianlike one 
to another.. | 
Ir is required of ſuch as deſire to join 
themſelves to them, That they give the 
Society ſome teſtimony of their ſincerity in 
this atfair, and of their ſenſe of ſpiritual 
things, with the real motives which lead 
them to this undertaking, and what th 
ſeriouſly purpoſe as to their furuce life, This 
is many times done in writing; and I have 
peruſed ſome of their papers, and have 
found them penned in fuch an honeſt, af- 
fectionate, and undifguiſed ile, with ſuch 
piss and ſenſible expreſſions, and in fo mo- 
Jed abd; humble a manner, that they would 
greatly affect any pious perſon to read them, 
8 2930972} C2 and 
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by exceſſive and unſeaſonable terror and 
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and 
beginning, and muſt be expected to the end 
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and move him to break forth into 2pathetfc 


Praiſes to God, who hath given ſuch Grace 


to the riſing: generation in ſo degeneratè an 


age. Iran 1 en TAO) ia 
As for the reproaches which ill people 

caſt on theſe Societies, it is what good thi 

perſons ha ve ever met with from t 


of the world. The ſcoffs and grudges df 
ſuch people apainftiany thing, demonſttate 


that there is Good in it; and indeed their 


commendations may be looked upon as an 
effectual defamation. meer ns 

Uron ſuch occaſions of ſlanders and 
evil-ſpeaking againſt them, I have heard 


them exhorting and recommending to each 
other rhe true Mriſtian Anmour of Humi- 
lity, Patience, and a reſemblance of our 


Blefled Saviour's ſilence under revilings, ad- 


miring that divine Command of his, of re- 


turning bleſſing for curſing, and of endlea- 
vouring to ov ce ev uuth good; mind 
ing one another, not to make any mention 
of their being of ſuch or ſuch a Society; bist 
to make their Ho lives to teſtiſyj chat they 
are real Chriſtians. e | 
Ax p thus by exhorting and eneguraging 
one another in Chriſtian Duty, the Piech dt 
many of them has appeared very erred 
and exemplary ʒ in ſomuch cha trit is e bicdent, 
even to demen{traticn, that their zcalb Hath 
in many places giren new'lifes to the Cele- 
bration of the J. ord's Supper, Publick Pray- 


o #4 v * 
11 11911 


; ers, Singing of Pſalms, and Chriſtian Con- 


ferences ; 


LS a 
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M ben I firſt. came to m Pariſh, about 
toy years. ago, I fauna, to my great grief, 

8. people: very, ignorant: and irreligides; 

e Place of: Dꝛuine Morſpip indecently: 
wept, and the Public Service neither un- 
derſiood nor attended. The Miniſtration of 
the Lord's Supper ⁊vas ſupported only by 


the Piety of three. or four .Communicants ; _ 
aud the DivineOtdinance of Singing Pſalms 144" 
almeſt laid afiae. ;Now,. whilſt I eres 1 
by what means I might redreſs this genera VN i 1 


uegleft f Religion, I ua f opinion, that. 
= tbe 
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rhe ſetting up of ſuch a Religious Society 


as had known in the City of London 
ould be very proper; but I ſtared that it 
would Be impratticable- in ibe country ; 
eſpecially where there appeared u comp: 
tent y N towaras it. So that at 


firſt I began to teach three or Four youths! 


the Skill of ſinging Pſalms orderly,” and 
according to rules; wit hal, minding them! 
of rhe indiſpenſible: duty of the” ſpiritual 
fervency of their hearts in this heavenly 
Exerciſe; which greatly teuded, through 
the Grace of God, to awaken. their affec* 
tious towards Religion, and to give them 
a ſavonr and reliſh of it. The improvement 
of theſe in ſinging Tſalms being ſoon. ob- 


ſerved by others, many young men 2 


to be aamitted to the ſame inſtruttion; 
which being granted, and the number of 
them increaſing daiiy, I began to ſhew them 
the unacceptableneſ of their Pſalmoay to 


God, yea, the odtouſueſs of it to God's infi- 
ite Purity, except their hearts and lives 


were upright before him. M hereupon, af- 
ter ſundry exhortations, and ſerious delibe- 
ration, they readily ſubmitted to the rules 
of a Religious Society; aud they have been 
careful obſervers of them. By theſe means 
a general reviving of Piety, and a ſolemn 
obſervance of the publick Ordinances of 


God, have been, through God's Bleſſing, 
produced amongſt us. So that a conſide- 
rable number of young people are carefully 
catechiſes, and by many pious Books given 
| | {0 


reer 
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to them, encouraged to fear G betimes 1 
and by them many prudent ways are made 
tſe of to promote an effectual Reformarion 


\ 


6 Manners : Ana, to the joy of all pious 


outs, our. ſhepherds, plowinen, ant other 
labourers, at their work, perfume the air 
with the melodious ſingiug of Pſalms, to 
the Praiſe of the great Creator, Redeemer, 
and Santtifier of men. Thus far that Re- 
yerend Die 
Ork Societies of this nature have 
been both formerly and lately formed in 
various parts of, this Nation, and even as 
far as Dublin in the Kingdom of Treland; 
where from three or four Perſons, with 
which they began, they are now increaſed to 
nine or ten Societies, containing about three 
hundred per ſons. And they End ſuch en- 
couragement there from the pious Arch- 
biſhop, and from ſeveral Divines, ' and 
other confiderable Perſons, that they have 


been a means of feviving a great ſenſe of 


Religion in many of the inhabitants of that 
City, and have begun a very hopeful Re- 
formation of - Manners among them; the 
Archbiſhop having figned his Approbation 
of their Orders, which are copied from thoſe 
in London. And indeed all theſe” good ef- 
fects were occaſioned by the examples of the 
London Societies, and by the removing of 
ume few of the London Aſſociates to 
—A . ᷣ vb 4 hpig 

| C4 W 
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Wx hear alſo from divers parts abroad 
of the laudable proficiency of Religion and 
good learning in the boy erected Univer- 
ity of Hall in Saxony; proceeding chiefly 
rom the pious conduct and indefatigable la- 
bours of their renowned Profeſſor Dr. Franck, 
who, beſides his wonderful pains in the 
Pedagogiita, or School, where youth of all 
ranks are carefully taught, and his inſpec- 
tion of a vaſt Hoſpital of poor Children, 
does alſo take a very particular care of the 
Students in Divinity. And by his Lectures, 
Conferences, and Argumentations, demon- 
ſtrates it to them, that their way to become 
eminent Divines, is to apply themſelves in 
the ſtrongeſt efforts of Faith and Prayer to 
Him in whom are hidden all the Treaſures 
of Wiſdom and Knowleage, together wy 
the moſt humble and ſerious application o 

mind to the Sacred Oracles, in order to the 
perfect knowledge of the Will of their Lord, 
Wen :Nume the character of his Am- 
baAzderss And that when Oy have at 

tained the exferimental. knowledge of Ga 

in the;Lord Jeſus Chriſt, through his Grace; 
ard ha ve perceived the efficacy of his Holy 
Spirit in their own Converſion and Renova- 
tion, they will be belt able to exerciſe a Pal- 
toral Care over the Souls of others, And to 
this purpoſe, in a Lecture of his De Abuſi- 
bus Fru! Theologich, he ſhewed them the 
miſtake of thoſe who ſeek the name of great 
Divines, by canvaſſing impertinent notions 
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and dpinions, rather than endea vouring to 
attain that bleſſed Communion with God, 
through Faith in out Divine Mediator, which 
(if St. Paul had a true notion and guſt of 
theſe things) is to be preferred before all 
other acqulrements in the world, And fi- 
nally, that a ſound, practical Sermon, ſen- 
fibly and experimentally preſſed on the con- 
fciences of men, would be of greater uſe to 
the heatets, and more honor and comfort 
to the Preacher, than all the flouriſhing ha- 
rangues of wit, and the elaborate ornaments 
of human rhetorick; though too many 
young Divines ſeem to forget or under value 
the former, in the eager purfuit-of the lat - 
ter. And by theſe bis Theologica! Inſtitu- 
tions and Aſcetics, this Reverend Profeſſor 
has been inſtrumental in training up many 
learned and uſeful Men; and is frequently 
addreſſed by Perſons of Q ality and others, 
to ſupply chin with Chaplains, Paſtors, and 
Schoolmaſters, out of thoſe who have had 
the advantage of being educated under his 
inſpection. 1 ee TH 15; 

| a informed, that ſome particular me- 
thods, which have been very ſerviceable to 
Religion, have likewiſe been endeavoured by 
feveral worthy Perſons in our Univerfities of 
Oxford and Cambridge: And it will always 
be the prayer of good Men, That theſe an- 
cient and famous Nurſeries of Piety and 
Learning may, by the good diſcipline and 


careful- conduct of their Students, eſpecially 


thoſe defigned for Holy Orders, ever render 
| "ORE 4 themſelves 


* 
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themſelves renowned in the world. That 
from them the Palaces: of Princes, the Reti- 
nue of Ambaſſadors, and the Families of 
Noblemen, together with our Fleet and fo- 
reign Factories, may have a continual ſu 
ply of devout and learned Chaplains ; and 
that our Pariſhes, both at home and in our 
Plantations, may thence derive a conſtant 
ſucceſſion of pious and laborious Paſtors, 
who may eff tually refute Error, extirpate 
Vice, recommend Piety, and reſtore the di- 
vine Honour and Authority of our moſt bleſ- 
| ſed Religion; and that the Teſtimonials of 
theſe celebrated Seats of Learning ma 
every where be eſteemed as the moſt ſacred 
Credentials of Perſons of the beſt characters 
and Accompliſhments. Thete can be no 
doubt but that the efforts of theſe famous 
Univerſities, to retrieve the primitive vigour 
of our Religion, would excel all that has 
been already done of the like tendency by 
others. And truly we have reaſon to hope, 
that all ſerious endeavours of this nature, by | 
all perſons whatſoever, are likely to be bleſt 
with greater ſucceſs than can at firſt be a 
prehended; if we confider what has been 
already done by our religious Societies, con- 
ſiſting for the moſt. part of Perſons in the 
moſt private ſtation and condition of life; 


the account of which will be the ſubje& of 
the next Chapter. 4 
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Of ibeir endeavouring 'a publicłk 
Reformation of Manners, accord- 
ing to their Station and Capacity. 


As dur ſober young Men found great joy 

in the ferious application of their'fouls 
to religious Matters, and in the ſociety of 
thofe who joined with them in it; ſo were 
they not a little grieved, from day to day, 
by the profane and filtty converſations of 


ſuch as proclaimed their contempt of God 


and Religion in the open ſtreets. And 
therefore they longed in their minds for a 
legal ſuppreſſton of theſe ſcandalous enur mi- 
ties; of which they complained often one to 
another, and much lamented them in their 


Prayers to God. 


Ir is true, the Chriſtian Religion is the 
molt mild and gentle Inſtitution in the whole 
world, and the fullett of Mercy towards Sin- 
ners; but not to inſolent and obſtinate Sin- 
ners, but to the humble and penitent. The 
Goſpel itſelf is Thunder to the impudent 
and impenitent Tranſgreſſors; and” the 
Lamb o, God then ſhews himſelf the Lion 
F 
Wxðꝝ find a couple of Liars ſtruck dead 
in the place, for ch 


oppoſing 


eir perfiſling in one un · 


truth; and another was [uk Mini, ſor 
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, oppcefing the hug orig Faith : both theſe 

by the Axoftles of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who has appointed Magiſtrares to be ter- 
rors to evil doers; and to this end has gird- 
ed them with a $7vord to cut them off, whete 
milder methods will not reclaim them. And 
he ſlrictly requires them not to wear tbis 
Sword in vain; that is, that they be fure 
to make uſe of it as he has appointed them. 
And whotoerer declines this in proper caſes, 
under the. pretence of mercy and pity, does 
it to his. own prejudice and ruin; like the 
man who; refaſes to ſmite the prophet, 
u hen required to do it ia the Name of the 
Lord, who was ain by a lion for his refu- 


fal, as we read 1 Kings xx. 36. | 
An fince the Magiſtrare cannot puniſh 
a Trauſgreſſor with Righteouſneſs, but up- 
on due Conviction ; and whereas few are fo 
ra ſli as to treſpaſs before the face of a righ- 
reous Magiſirate ; it is abſolutely neceflary, 
in order to ſuppreſs publick Sin, that ſuch 


Perſons, before whom the illegal Fact is done 


take care to inform the Magiſtrate of it. For 
the Execution of Juſtice depends as much 
upon the Proof of the Matter of Fact, as 
upon the Execution of the Penalty of the 
Law: And where either the Informer or the 


Ma giſtra te fails in his reſpective Duty, Juſ- 


tice is obſtructed, the Efficacy of the Law 


nulled, Ini quity cheriſhed,- and the Wrath 


of God provoked. And therefore the Law 
of God runs thus. in the caſe of profane 


Swearing, Lev. v. 1. Fa {out ſity. aud Mes 
3 Ts ' ths 


W:. , «ꝙ f” ,” 


Is 


of Reformation 6) 


the voice , ſwearing,. and is a mitneſs aue: 


ther he hath ſeen or known, of it, Ale at 
nor utter it, then he ſhall bear bis iniquity., 
And the fame muſt be concluded of. other. 


Enormities puniſhable, by Law, by undeni- 


able parity of reaſon: | For if none give exi- 
dence againſt a /Tranſpreſſor, none can, be, 
puniſhed, and all penal. Laws are vain, . Be- 
fides,, it is one great deſign of the ppoyal 
puniſhments of Vice, by the, Laws of God, 
and men, to render it ignominious, and to. 
bring ſhame upon the committe s of it, as. 
an admonition to others, ht a may hear: 
and. fear, aud do 710 more any ſuch wicked: 
neſs; Now. this way, of r 
Vice is utterly loſt, where ſuch, pep) Laws. 
are nat put in execution: And the cantrary. 
takes place, namely, the 'Tranſgreffor grows 
impudent, and comes to g/ory in his fame ; 
and hereby the community is apt to miſtake; 
the nature of Vice, and to admire; it. 


Ou aſſociated young Men had due con- | 


victions of theſe things, and were ſenſible 
that it muſt needs be as great a piece of, 
Charity to bring a profane perſon, by light 
and temporary puniſhments, to ſhun eternal 
torment, as to bind the bands of ſuch diſ- 
tracted people as would otherwiſe: tear their 
own. fleſh, and be their ewn- murdere! 

And there fore they were ready to do all that 
became them in their places to check thoſe 


n and ſcandalous: Sins, which were 
come very iſolent in this City, and in- 


deed very 679178 They only wanted ſome 
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62 Their Endeavours 
directions to manage this affair in a-.due 
manner, according to the Law, and to be 
countenanced by ſome Magiſtrate in a Work 
ſo 85 to his office, and ſo worthy of his 
regard. And it was not long before a ſingu- 
lar Providence of God gave them a favour- 
able opportunity to expreſs their zeal for his 
eee 50 IOTTTO TT 
Fo R, about this time four or five Gen- 
tlemen of the Church of Euglaud (whoſe 
names deſerve to be had in perpetual eſteem, 
though 1 have not their leave to publiſh 
them here) falling into ſerious. diſcourſe up- 
on the melancholy ſubject of he Iuiquity of 
the Times, came at laſt to a moſt bra ve and 
generous reſolution, to do all that they poſ- 
fibly could, by the authority of our Laws, 
to chaſtiſe and ſupprefs thoſe impudent Vices 
and Impieties which they ſaw very provok- 
ing in the fight of God, and very grievous 
to the ſpitits of all good Men. And foraſ- 
much as ſome of theſe Gentlemen had made 
the knowledge of our Laws their ſtudy, they 
collected an abſtract of our penal Laws againſt 
Vice and Profaneneſs, and drew up ſuch 
rudential Rules, as are fit for the legal 
Fonsiction and Proſecution of ſuch as offend 
againſt them. And having (in the year 
1691.) by the Motion of the Right Reverend 
Dr. S$ti{tingfleet, then Lord Biſhop of Wor- 
ceſter, obtained the Queen's pious Letter to 


the Juſtices of Peace, to act as it became 
their Poſt in this important Affair; and the 
Juſtices having made a very good Order 
. 5 thereupon, 


F Ri for mation. 63 
thereupon, und- e Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men doing the like: theſe Gentlemen cauſed 
Copies of all theſe to be printed, and ro'be 
ſear all over the Kingdom, at their own 
great expence, and lodged blank Warrants 
in many hands all over the City, for the caſe 
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5 of Informers, and other pet ons concern 3 

irh mady-other eepllent Expedlents to 9 
further a general Reformation, which ſurely * 
is the beſt of Wolke. Of this one of our 9 
; pious Biſhops has gi ven an account to the "3 | | 
World, to the Juſt Honour of thefe worthy Wl 
Gentlemen, and to the Shame of ſuch as 9 
; ha ve reproached and oppoſed their Righ- 1 
f ÞÞ teous and Religious Undertaking. _ 
1 Now, this fell in very-fitly ith the C. * | 

5 pofition- of our Societies, who thereupon Wo 
py tormed themſelves into two confiderable Bo- —- 
8 dies, for information againſt publick Enor- A > 
- | mities; the one in London, the other, in 1 
ra Weſtminſter, the better to advance this Work i 
A in all parts, according to their reſpective 8 
places of abode. And thereupon. they gave 1 
10 punctual information to fome Magiſtrate or 1.38 
10 other, of thoſe publick acts of Debauchery 44 
and Profaneneſs which they obſerved to be 


7 committed by perfons hardened in their fins; 

4 fil} keeping to the Rule of the Law, and 
1 the Directions ſubſervient thereurito, Which 
* theſe Gentlemen had given them. And as 
„ | theſe prudential} Methods teſtified the un- 
blameableneſs of their conduct before men, 
they alſo laboured to approve themſelves to 
the All-ſceing God, by the exercifſe of the 


7 n. L | following 
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ing 1 7555 Nuzjps, which ate in 
85 gh od: of. een nw in — 
riftian, Paverry d rin in 
a of their wn im purity aud; ape 
ON. 17, = ho3ub ol, pa? 2343 18913 
"IT A a e Mind, wholly renoun- 
eig e "TEL Das 2390114010130 
Hab .. axer.to-Gnd, with a cau- 
A and 21 purſuĩt of ſuch things 
70 115 8 to his Will, and fubſervient 


or 
IV. Doe d Charity towards alt men; 
aper to t gue! Souls and ſpiritual Welfare, 

V. 9929 Reſignarion to the Providence 
of God in all dhe af] ug Sil K bas nos 

I found all theſe particulars written, in a 
paper which t they Privately cammugicated 
one to the other, 

Tas x were good and uſeful Prepara- 
tions for that ie they afterwards ſuffered 
on the account of their endeavours to ſup- 


Hee the ſcandalous Vices 20d mbit of 


ole times, 

Fo, Wickedneſs being at that time. in- 
folent, and unuſed to reſtraint, theſe Perſons 
met with very outrageous reſentments, and 
with bitter reproaches and threats from the 
paſſionate, lovers of vice. Yea, they often 
ran the hazard of their lives in the proſe cu- 
tion of chis Deſign; which they underuent 
with Chriſtian Courage, being ſupported, 

under God, by ſeveral of our worthy Biſhops 
and pious Divines, who told them, That if 
any of them ſuffered 1 in ſo divine a Work, 


rightly 


CT} 41 - v7 % Ae k } 


would very moch reſemble the Martyrs, and 
Confeffors of Chriſt, and receive t je Re 
ward of it in the other world. And in this 
reſpect, the Riphr Reverend Biſhop of 
Gloceſter, and. et nity Divines, Dr. 
Horneck, Dr. Fekyl, and Mr., Edvard 
Stephens, have moſt eminently fignalized 
their zeal for their 'Grear Maſter "and his 
Webs —T RET 
Ap whereas our young Mey. found it 
rery often objeRed in common diſcourſe, 
That they were only a few raw yourhs that 
engaged in this Work, which ſeemed parti- 
cularly to, exaſperate the. perſons, proſecuted 
by them ; they greatly wiſhed. for che cons 
currence of ſome grave and'elderly perſons; 
to countenance and” inſpitir them in chis $6 


ficult Enterprize. ans” 2 
Do this our Good God, who would not 
ſuffer this excellent Work, undertaken pure: 
ly for in drop, was pleaſed, by his 
Rand Providence, to  iminifler a very, ſea- 
ſonable Support. For it fell out about this 


time, that the good ſervice of ſeveral 00 


molt of them Houſektepers in the Tow 
Hamlets, came to be known, which was 
begun on this occaſion... . 
. A Inhabitants of rol Hamlets being 
much ' perplexed ' ilfering people, pick- 
lacks, Pete? and f uch f U Ipeth uns; 
ſome of them began to inquire lot oi pla” 
ces which were ful ected to harbour that Ore 
of people. And by tracing out their places 
14 f ; * 1 : _— 
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66 Their Endeavours 
25 wo 3 122 5 ( , | "1 4 Mt mA Fa 111 
of r eſort, they ſoon dived into the true ſource 


of their eder! namely, that theſe vi- 


cious, perſons living in ſhameful lewdneſs 
and idleneſs, and having no income by trade 
or eſtate to maintain them in it, they be- 
took themſelves to robbery, ſhoplifting, hur- 
elary, and picking of locks and pockets, to 
maintain their expenſive Juits and lewd 
companions. | i? 
Uran this, ſome of the ſober Inhabitants 
of theſe Hamlets ſer themſelves, with great 
concern, and undaunted courage, to pull 
down the very neſts of theſe diſorders, The 
got Warrants for ſearch, and brought all ſul- 
pected perſons to clear themſelves'in a legal 
Way; and where it was requiſite, they de- 
twanded ſecurity for their good behaviour. 
The proſecuted and ſuppreſſed all known 
- houſes of bawdry, and N the keepers 
of them to legal puniſhment, And whereas 
ſome of thoſe who engaged in this Work 


- 


were of the publick Communion, and others 
of different Perſuafions, their leſſer diffe- 
rences in Matters of Religion did got in the 
leaſt divide them in . proſecuting of theſe 
things, which they ſaw were directly con- 
trary to all Religion, And ſuch as did not 
act perſonally in this Affair, yet perceiving 
the Good that came of it, were inclined to 
contribute towards it. 1 
Bo r there were ſome things wanting in 
this nd in the deſect of which it 
was much. retarded, and had like to have 
ſunk. The one was, a methodical way of 
44 | | proceeding; 


8 


A. e ee ee 


* 


of Reformation. © : 


proceeding ; z for want of which their Endea- 


vours were neither” fo 9 orderly, nor fo effec-" 
rual” as hey aftetwatds, proved. They alfo. 
wanted 4 more compa Igor bration of 
theilt Members into one Society | or Body, 
which might be moved and ded by Ro 
ſame prudential Methods as i * 
ceeded from the fame Soul. wi "ly, 
their Fund Was low, and inſufficient” bay de- 
fray the Expence of ſuch an Affair. For, 
ſince the PP ebenen of lewd Ruffians, and 
delperate ullies, needed a good number of 


Officets, and drier A iftants ; and fince the 


Proceſs of our Law is not a little chargeable; 


it muſt be allowed, that Money is rhe Sh 


news of this War, as well as otbet᷑s. 
Now our aforelaid Societies for g ier 
of Bur hots having confidered theſe cir- 
cuni{tanices, and having admired the zeal 
and courige of thoſe honeſt and excellent 
Men in theſe Hamlets, and having obſerved 
bow well they ſuited to make up what them- 
ſelves wanted in years and experience, they 
reſolved" td concur with them, that the 
united Forces might be the more victorious. 
And the Gentlemen beforementioneck gave 
their hearty cohſent to the Match; and, like 
kind Fathers, did not a little augment the 
Dowry, 1 
Au d now their reſolved) Watt went on 
with happy Nr the one emulating Wa 
puſhing on the ot ther.” And it all ce they 
acted regulath, and in cofifarmity to "the 


Rules approved by the Lear ned in the Law. 


They 
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J y e ed a 16 & ft had of rape, 


9 11 
by 5 ere jinſtr ental. in 1 utting Yea 
1 5 . . that 122 bias ** 


They choſe two Stewards to, keep. their caſh, 

and. do kegp an Row Meant 3 5 
pf ſoys mw Diu ments. 

pee of a 1 1980 150 c 


andy bating, and Lee aig every thing; 
Hag. 1 6 otary on all occaſions to > ariggd 
them. A 7 el at 1715 week!) Meeting 
they erin thoſe meaſures which 8955 
utgd. wat! 55 in the City and Sub- | 
and:with very great ſuccefs. 


8 0 119! in ſuppreſſing ies 
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Eept on 
ſome hu AO of fo fill, Danes 'bripg- 
h IG dye. !hame 


e e 
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1 15 one,, ho Ke th kr} 
We ally. Pro 5 yp 1 0 11 By 


cpa of 8 Bawdr — 
1 N jb, 9 905 Whores, t- walk 5 Op con 
the like; the nde Noh eſe. Th Op Ma 
are Jet, « ks in, the Bok Lifts which they Bon 
hays printed, All which, Dare ecnſenten- ſary 


by the Maj 5 ths e der 


VE. ACC: ord] man * 
of e a rigs, "des by 5 a G 


Whigh in. Fining,, Impri landen, or ſyp- rad 
eir Licences. 5 

1 r allo er inſtrume ta] to par bl, 
down.ſe Ren), Muſic 015 Na bi * 
1 to n 8 i erjes of 1785 NL 
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it prowed2"that t'mb 7 petfond Pad bein 47 
A 0g thefrut mp pry vy which uſual Yy 
hp to 70 Hülfe, By the ruin 6 f rheir 
"Honbiirs HU fome 0 uch an utter extirpa- 
"of Modeſty, that ſome of. "both Sexes 
Kid Mameltlly* aided! Kaked in thele licen- 
wb Bore Is 5 - which Aiforder had abound- 


ol 20 dern CC mitted f ar them, gt 2 
very: little time. Al“ whi ch muſt 1 
der them odious in the eyes ii 127 400 Tober 


TI x's "is, the. Members 1 this 
Society Qed mu fity 
ore M1 00 ps ot. Saba ede 
Dru ay Ae thei ji > i. 2 
theſe caſes Ha ve been fo riet Rea an 
unblandezble, that they have 7 many years 
paſt x6ceived | reat Colnbhance, in the lever 
Courts of Judi Se q and have found very 
id confidetable't couragement from. the Lord 
8 Mayor and Court ot Idermen, -who ha 
donsdrabl) contributes "towards. the necc 


4 og of ſo great and ulefpl ap de 
17 ert 990 i . 

5 Bu Me "theſe Endeavours, of { ſo peneral 
4 Good! did not“ proteed without many 
1P- 1 if * ir would have been the firſt 


time that Virtde EY een t fee with 
caſe and ſmhbthueſg. 12 1. com. 
eluded, that eicher Ving bn ice AT 

its nature, if the one could Nobel and. by 
throne the other 'without. Paſſionate oppoſi 
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Mankind, or that all t 


Infernal Pit had been caſt into a deep.ſleep.; 
Thould they have f uffered ſuch a 


Tore no wonder at all, that the Underta 
of this divine Work e i den aifficul- 
ties to ſtruggle with in the proſecution; pf it. 
I truch, they experienced not only the 
rude aſſaults of licentious Nebauchees, which 
they expected; but too often the brow; heat- 
ings and diſcouragements pf ſuch, as, were 
bound, by the awful Bond of an Oagh, and 
the divine Trult of Authority, todo Fiber 
wiſe; which was the morg d fficult to, bear. 
ants Have known the day in which ſever] 
perſons have with extreme ſorrow complain- 
ed, That they had ſpent above half of, it in 

oing from the houſe of one Juſtice of Pęace 
to another, before they could, get A. Warrant 
Higned. Sach complaints were tog frequent, 
and, alas! too true, „„ 
Bor thete was great hope of a full re- 
pres to this grievance, when, there came 
orth a pious Proclamation, from their Ma- 
jeſties, Jan. 1691, requiring all Magis 
rrares, Eccleſiaſtical, and Civil, in their 
reſpetFive Stations, t9 AFR. he Laces 


of rhjs Realn againſt, Projaneneſs, audi Int 


morality, as they would, anſrogr it te Al. 
zig hy God, and upon pain of their .Majer 

ies'higheſt Diſpleaſure; complainirg. alle 
A (moſt 


of Reformation. 


moſt juſtly) That by a long continued neg- 
a 77 ket of z 27 7 and 
Officers. concerneu, theſe difſoture' Enorin- 
tres had utirverſally ſpread themſelves, to 
the  Diſhonour of Go, and the' Scandal of 
our hoty Religion, &c, This Proclamation 
was occafioned by rhe prons Addreſs of our 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops to their Majeſties, 
as the Preamble of it declare. 
AN fince this did not fully accompliſh 
its end, it was followed { May 16, 11693.) by 
a perſonal Excitation of the Juſtices of Mid- 
aleſex, to further this Work with vigor, by 
the Lord ne? ogy in a Speech made to them 
to that purpoſe, by her Majeſty's ſpecral Com- 
mand: And partly by theſe Supports, but 
chiefly by the good Hand of God upon it, this 
Enterprize has gained ground, notwith- 
ſtanding the many ill turns that have been 
done it. | tba ena ker 
InsomMvucn that there are now near 
twenty Societies, of various Qualities 
Functions, formed in a Subordinatien anc 
Correfpondency one with another, and en-. 
gaged in this Chriſtian Deſign, in and about 
this City and Suburbs: All which have 
their ſet hours and places of meeting, to di- 
rect, ſupport, and execute this their Un- 
dertiking.: ** ©: $533 5 
In this number of the Societies for Re- 
formation here given, I do not include an 
of the forty Religious Societies beforemen- 
tioned. For though” they all agree in the 
promotion of Virtue, and oppoſition to W 
; ; N 214 197 8 2 J 
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72 Their Endenvours __ © 

4 vet their fit. and more direct Deſign of | Wu 

= © Aſſociation, ſeems to be diſtinguiſhed. thus: an 

3 n that the Societies for Reformation bent hel 

their utmoſt Endea vours from the firſt. to it! 

uppreſs publick Vice; whilſt the Religious 

ocieties endeavoured chiefly to promote a our 

due ſenſe of Religion in their own. breaſts, 1 ''© 

though they have; fince” been Jeminently.in- W 7 
ſirumental.in the publick Reformation. The 


former endeavoured to take away the re- 

proach of our Religion, by curbing the ex- 0 
orbitancies of its Profeſſors; the latter at- we 
tempted to retrieve that holy Vigor in the 
Practice of Religion, which becomes Chriſ- Jeſt 
tians... And whereas. the Religious Socicties | 

are all of the Church of Englana, and fer- tr 

vent Lovers, and firict Obſervers, of her 4 

Publick Worſhip; the Societies for Refor- I '2 P 

mation are compoſed of all ſuch as bear a 

hearty indignation againft Vice and Impie- our | 

ty, though of different Perſuaſions in ſome ma) 
ircumſtantials of Religion. For in this Ee 

caſe; the Members of our Church do not ſay PN 

to any Lovers of Piety, as Jerubbabel to the een 

ad verſaries of Judah; Je have nothing to A 

do to. build with us: For they conſider Vice notic 

as an enemy to human nature, and as tend- 

0 ing to the ruin of the whole world. We do erect 
A therefore, with humble Thankfulneſs to Al. 
1 nighty God, acknowledge the brotherly Aſ⸗ ledge 
N Bane: which is given us by ſome of our I ©* fil 


- 


Diſſenting Brethren, eſpecially thoſe of the in th 
Presbyterian Perſuaſion, in endeavouring to n or 
diſeoùntenance and ſuppreſs publick Enor- | 

5 | mities, 


2 „ we 


of Reformation. 
mities, which have been ſo generally ſpread, 
and ſo long taking root, that they need the 
help of all hands to pluck them up. And 
it is not only in London, but in other parts, 
that they joia hand in hand with thoſe of 
our Communion, in order to ſuppreſs che 


vices of the place. f is Goa that maketh 


men of one mind in à houſe, much more in 
a nation; and I beſeech the G of Peace 
to oy all that fincerety love and fear him 
to perfect Peace and Coalition: For this 
we pray inceſſantly in our Publick Service, 
wherein we entreat the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that he would Hing all ſueb 


as profeſs his holy Name, to agree in the. 


truth of his holy Word, and to live in unity 
and godly love. When once this ſhall come 
to pats, we may hope that the enemies to 
the fundamental Principles and Practices of 
our holy Religion, being covered with ſhame, 
may ſeck unto God; and then “ will the 


Engliſo Church and Nation be thrice hap- 


Py ; as a foreign Divine expreſſed himſelf 
to me, | 

An p here, as I paſs, I cannot but take 
notice, with great thankfulneſs to God, of 
a very honourable and beneficial Society, 


erected in the year 1699, in this City, by 


which the promoting of Chriſtian Know- 
ledge is vigorouſly endeavoured, which ſeems 
to fill up all that could be thought deficient 
in the methods that were before fet on foot, 
in order to the general amendment of the 
200 li ves 
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74 Their Endeavour“ 

lives and manners of men. For, whilſt the 
Societies for Reformation pluck up- the 
weeds, and prepare the ground, This ſows 
the good — ; and the Religious Societies 
carry on both theſe excellent Works amongſt 
our youth, which is the proper ſeaſon for it, 


and the direct way to make the next genera- 
tion more virtuous and more happy. 


AN y that the whole world might par- 
take of theſe great advantages, a Society was 
erected by Charter, at the latter end of the 
Reign of King Milliam the Third (whoſe 


Memory ought to be precious amongſt us 


throughout all generations) for he Propa- 
gation of the Chriſtiau Religion in foreign 
Parts: In which many thouſands of pounds 
ha ve been expended with great advantage. 
Tu ES E extraordinary efforts againſt [g- 
norance and Impiety, Vice and Infidelity, 


ſeem to preſage a much better ſtate of the 


Chriſtian Religion than hath appeared in 
many generations paſt; which Gop Almighty 
grant, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt! 

In the Society for promoting Chriſtian 
Knowleige, which I was before deſcribing, 
there are ſeveral Perſons engaged that are 
of eminent Rank in Church and State; and 
many who are for the Societies for Reform- 
ation, who have fixed a moſt uſeful Corre- 
ſpondence abroad with other Proteſtant 
Churches, and do very bountifully contri- 
bute towards the Education of poor Chil- 
dren, the ſupplying of poor n "_ 

ooks 


of Reformation. 75 
Books of Piety and Devotion, and towards 


the advancing of Religion in dur Planta -k 
tions. | TORI TS LAS * Kt 
An p from the great Advantages which K 
have been already reaped from the Tranſac- $4 
tions of this Society; it cannot but be the 
wiſh of ſuch as underſtand, and deſire to 
omote, the Iatereſt of the Reformed 
hurches, That in all Proteſtant States a 
like Society were regularly eſtabliſhed, in 
order to an amicable atid intimate Corre- 
ſpondence, which would directly counter- 
mine the politicks of our Popiſh Adverſa- | 
ries; and what is much greater, it would : 
tend to invigorate the practice of the bleſſed 5 
Goſpel, by their mutual affiftance and ad- Ai 
vice in the concerns of Religion, and by ꝓro- 1 | 
” B ducing Chriſtian Charity, Love and Agree- 3 
„ment one with another, which would ex- 1 
ceedingly advance the eſſential intereſts of * 
n the Church of Chriſt in general, and bap- Wi 
Y Þ pily defeat very much of the devil's malice Fl 
7% | Garrar Advantages have alſo been reap- 38 
8, ed from the monthly Conferences of the Pa- = 
e | rochial Clergy, in divers Parts of this King- "9: 
id dom, purſuant to the directions of our moſt 13 
n- Reverend Primate, in his Circular Letter, Wl 
April s, 1699. in the fourth page of which ON 
nt we have this moſt excellent Advice: Ie "SR 
ny were to bs wiſhed, That the Clergy of eve- 3R 
il ry neighbour hood would agree upon fre- 1 
th Juen: Meetings, to conſult for the Good of | i 
ks D 2 Religion 1 
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Religion in general, and to adviſe with 


one another about any difficulties that may = 
happen in their reſpective Cures; as, by a 


what methods any evil cuſtom may moſt ea- 
ſiiy be broken; bow a ſinner may moſt ef- ch. 
fettnally be reclaimed; and in general, how 


each of them, in their ſeveral circumſtan- 75 
ces, may contribute moſt. to the advance- Go 
ment of Religion. Such Conſultations as RE: 
theſe, beſides the mutual benefit of Advice wy 
and Inſtruction, will be a natural means 1h 
ro excite the gcal of ſome, and reauce the ine 
over- eagerneſs , others to a due remper, 4 
and to provoke all to a religions emulation pe 
in the improvement of Piety and Order, 
within their reſpective Pariſhes. 110 
I x the purſuit of theſe noble and bleſſed Na 
Ends, many of the parochial Clergy in the Ch. 
counties of Bedford, Nottingham, Lincoln, os 
and many other places, have held monthly a 
Conſultations, to treat of ſuch Matters as a 
might render their Labouts more effectual this 
in their reſpective Cures. In order to which, * 
in many places they contribute towards the Piet 
buying of Books ot plain Inſtruction, and of F _ | 
neceſſary Devotion, for poor Families; the 2 
ſmall Books being given, and the bigger | 
ones lent. Towards which charitable Work ee 
divers well-diſpoſed Perſons of the Laity do lice 
readily contribute, there being ſcarce' any 1 
piece of Charity of ſuch ineſtimable Berefir, tata 
that is of ſo moderate an expence; due care whe 
being always taken, that no occaſion be Pell 


hereby 
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hereby adminiſtered to unneceſſary diſpute 
or controverſy, but to the edifying of the 
aehole Body of Chriſt in Love. © | 
Ap through theſe pious diſpoſitions of 
the Clergy, monthly Lectures have been ſet 
up in ſeveral places, with the leave of their 
Dioceſans; tending chiefly to the ſuppreſ- 
ſion of Vice and Immorality, and to raiſe 
the converſations of Chriſtians to the hea- 
venly temper of their holy Faith: And aſter 
the Sermon the 'neighbouring Miniſters retire 
into the Veſtry, or to ſome other convenient 


poyace houſe, to coafer and act as afore- 


aid. * 

AN D here, foraſmuch as the Reforma- 
tion of Pariſhes is the true means to reform 
Nations; and fince nothing can afford à 
Chriſtian Minifter ſuch comfort in this life, 
or advance him to ſuch Glory in that to 
come, as the faithful Diſcharge of his high 
and holy Function: I crave leave to intimate 
three or four things, which the Conſtitution 
of our Church, and the happy revivings of 
Piety in theſe latter times, may recommend 
to us, as a very uſeful method of ordering 
and n our teſpective Cures. 

I. The fr/t is that which out Rubrick 
and Canons appoint to be of general prac- 
tice; vis. A diligent and ſerious care to 
train up our Catechumens in the Fundamen- 
tals of dur Holy Religion; to the want of 


which, or to the perfunctory and unedifying 


performance of it, we may juſtly impute a 
ind 5 great 
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great ſhare of the Infidelity, Heterodoxy, 
Diviſion, and Debauchery of theſe times. 
And therefore to prevent the further miſ- 
chief of theſe roots of bitterneſs, it behoves 
us to conſider the moſt effectual method of 
Catechiſing. And here, ſince there is ſo 
large a compaſs, and ſo great a difference 
of capacity and of reaſon in the whole body 
af thoſe that are to be catechiſed, it may be 
adviſeable to form them into two claſſes, 
as ſeyeral parochial Miniſters have deter- 
mined to do the i¹ſt of which may contain 
thoſe of ten years of age and under, who. 
may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, by a weekly 
inſtruction in our Church Catechiſm, with 
a, ſhort and plain Explication of the ſeveral 
Anſwers thereof, to attain, by that time, 
competent.ynderitanding of the ſubſtance of 
it, ſo as to bo ſenſible of the natural Cor- 
rußtion of Mankind, the Means of their 
Reſtoration by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Neceſſity of ſpiritual Regeneration, and the 
merciful Terms of the Covenant of Grace; 
all which Fundamentals of Chriſtian Doctrine 
are plaimly taught in that Catechiſm. 

Tn x 66974, or ſuperior claſs of Cate - 
chumers; may conſiſt of ſuch youth as are 
between the age of ten and ſixteen; who, 
becauſe. they need farther Inſtruction, and 
will be more. readily brought to it, when 
they perceive themſelves treated in a manner 
ſomewhat above that of little children, may 
be taught out of Biſhop Nichelſon s, Biſhop 
n 5 Williams', 
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Williams's, Mr. Lewis's, or ſome other 
eſteemed Expoſition of our Catechiſm ; or 
out of Dr. Bray's Catechetick Lectures, or 
ſome others; by the knowledge of which 
they will, probably, be brought to a ſenſe 
of the Excellency of our Divine Religion, 
and of the great Obligations and Ad vanta- 
ges of our Faptiſmal Yows;- in order to 
their perſonal Covenanting with God through 
our Lord Feſus. Chriſt, firſt in the Solem- 
nity. of a publick Confirmation, and after- 
wards at the Lord's Table. 

II. Ta Ar which may in the next place 
be ſerviceable in the paſtoral conduct of a 
parochial Church, is that injunction of our 
Rubrick, which requires every Communi- 
cant to give in tis name to the Miniſter a 
reaſonable time before every Communion ; 
which, if. it were punctually obſerved, and 
well improved, would be of fingular uſe and 
benefit, It is a piece of Diſcipline «hich the 
Lay power has not taken out of the hands 
of the Church; and by the juſt exerciſe of 
it, thoſe that are of ſcandalous lives may be 
reproved, ſhamed, and debarred of that 
holy Ordinance. And by this guard upon 
ſacred things, our Church would ſhine with 
greater luſtre in the eyes of foreign Churches, 
and domeſtick Diſſenters; and what is above 
all, the Miniſter that faithfully perſiſts in 
this, will find greater favour in the ſight of 
God himſelf; who hath ſaid, I thou ſepa- 
rate the precions * t vile, thou halt 
4 be 
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be as my mouth. And indeed, ſuch an holy 
Aſſembly of devour Chriſtians, in ſo near 
and ſolemn Communion with God, and in 
ſuch lofty elevations of ſoul in his Praiſes for 
their Redemption, is a lively repreſentation 
of Heaven itſelf; and therefore the ſincere 
Criſtian cannot but eſteem it as one of the 
moſt glorious Enjoyments below the ſtars. 
III. In the next place, the uſefulneſs of 
our Religious Societies is ſufficiently known 
to thoſe who look well into them, to recom- 
mend a weekly Conference amongſt thoſe 
who are young Communicants, from the age 
of ſixteen to thirty, by the direction and un- 
der the conduct of their Miniſter. This will 
| Incline them to admoniſh and watch over 
one another, and to fortify each other againſt 
thoſe temptations which aſſault them from 
the world and their own corruptions. This 
is a ſeaſon of the moſt violent and dangerous 
temptations that are like to attack them in 
the whole courſe of their pilgrimage, and 
therefore needs the moſt careful and conſtant 
overſight and aſſiſtance. And theſe perſons 
knowing each others manner of life, and 


their particular frailties and ' temptations, 


partly by their familiar converſation, and 
artly from their own experience, can much 
$5356 inſpect, admoniſh, and guard 
each other, than the moſt careful Mini(- 
ter uſually can. And 1 have often ob- 
ſerved, that they ſpeak more ſuitably to each 
- other's capacity, and conſequently more ef- 
| ſectually 
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feftually to one another, than mote learned 
perſons ordinarily do. And beſides, they 


can more freely aſł and debate ther queries : 


one among another, more-frequently-have re- 
courſe, and more familiarly open their minds 
to one another, than with ſuch as are not of 
ſuch familiar acquaintance, or of a rank ſu- 
rior to them. And thus their vacant hours 
will be delightfully and profitably. ſpent in 
ious converſation one with another, which 
in other company might be to their corrup- 
tion and ruin. For, alas! leiſure ill em- 
ployed has undone multitudes of our 2 
So there are ſome particular beneſits of pious 
Conference which are not other wiſe ſo con- 
veniently provided for, and cannot be ſup- 
pace to be ſo effectually produced. We have 
een a holy zeal and delight in all the Ordi- 
nances of God advanced hereby to that de- 
gree, that they have eſteemed the returns of 
publick Prayer, Praiſe, Sermons, and Sacra- 
ments, as the moſt ĩneſtimable Pleaſutes and 
Advantages of this lower world; and their 
lives have been ſuitably fruitful of all good 
Works. 80 that, if it were with my laſt 
breath, I could not but recommend the Ad- 
vantages of ſuch Religious Society to all 
people, eſpecially to our youth, | having 
nown their uſefulneſs by a long and com- 
fortable experience, through the Grace and 

Mercy of God, the Author of all Good. 
IV. I the laſt place, the pious and pru- 
dent Direction of our moſt Reverend Pri- 
D 5 mate 
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mate (inzbis Circular Letter before refered 


to) happihyenfortes all this qi wherein hig 
Graceſſuggeſts That ir night be, greater. 
aduuntugè tilt to the Clerg y, in carrying 
on the i Reformation of Mens: Minds and 
Manners, i they invited the Churchwar- 
dun ef their ſeveral Pariſhes, and other 
pions Perſons among the Lait, to join ⁊ui tj 
them he execution-of the moſt probable 
methods that can be ſuggeſted for theſe good 
Finds.” And we may very reaſonably expett 
the happy effects of ſuch à Concurrence, 
from the viſible effect of that noble zeal 
wherewtith- ſo many about the great cities 
In iny neighbourhood do promote true: Piety 
and a Reformetionof Manners. And thero- 
fore' ©' deſire o the Dioceſans) that you 
10% particularly eæcite hour Clergy to the 
procuring of ſuch aſſiſtances as theſe, for 
rhe more.effectual diſcharge of their own 
Duty. Surely, if ſuch grave and ſerfous 

Per ſons met their Miniſter: ſome time before 
every Communion, to endeavour to compoſe 
differences, and redreſs enormities in their 

Pariſh, it might be of ſingular advantage. 
And as ſuch we find it recommended in that 

Book which, by the direction of publick 

Authority, was, compiled with the greateſt 

care and moſt: mature advice, intitled, Re- 

Vrmatio Tegum Eccleſjaſt. cap. 10. De- 
inde Miniſter cum ſenioribus nonnullis ſece- 

deus conſilium capiet, quomodo cœteri quo- 

rum fravi mores efſe dicun tur, & Hagi- 

tioſa 
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rioſa vita deprehentitur, fraterna quadam 
charitate . juxta Chriſti præſoriptum in 
Evangelio conveniantur d ſobriis & frugi 
diris: quorum monitis ft ſe ipſi correxerint, 
Deo gratia diligenter eſt habenda: quod fi 
perrexerint in ſcelere, panarum ea ſunt 
acervitate comprehendendi, quam Buange- 
tro videmus illorum contumatie' præpara- 
tam e ſſe. n i 1 

N ow, fince a pious- Miniſter travels in 
birth till Chriſt is formed in thoſe that are 
committed to his paſtoral-Care, he cannot 
think it much to employ his utmoſt Study 
and Labour for the Good of thoſe Souls for 
whom his Great Maſter has ſhed his precious 
Blood. And aſſuredly, the more he labours 
in his holy Function now, the more ſweet 


will his Reſt be in the evening of this Har- 


veſt day. And therefore, whatever unkind 
reſentments ſuch intimations as theſe may 
find now, at laſt it will be far otherwiſe. 
Bur to return to our Societies. Their 
honeſt endeavours to {top the wide mouth of 
our crying Sins have, by the Bleſſing of God, 
fo far ſucceeded, that the im pudence of lewd 
women, and the blaſphemies of licentious 
tongues, are manifeſtly abated in our ſtreets, 
and the works of darkneſs ſeem to be retir- 
ing to their proper ſcene, the obſcureſt cor- 
ners that can be found, as moſt remote from 
human obſervation and puniſhment. 


Buer the baniſhment of Vice from the 


publick view is not the only Good that has 
been 
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been done even by theſe legal Proſecutions, 
(though that is moſt highly valuable, as it 
takes away publick Scandals and Tempta- 
tions) but there have been many inſtances of 
perſons apprehended in ill houſes and com- 
pany, who having ſomething of modeſty 
and tenderneſs remaining, have been alarm- 
ed out of this ill way of life, and have af- 
terwards acknowledged the Mercy of God, 
and the Charity of Men, in pulling them as 
firebrands out of the fire. | 
Ax v indeed, fince the Magiſtrate's cha- 
ſtizing of wicked people, is an Ordinance of 
Goa ; it is ſcarce to be queſtioned, but that 
it is deſigned, for the ſptritual Good of par- 


ticular Men, as well as the publick Good of 


Societies: And what doubt can there be, 
but that God does many times turn ſuch le- 
gal corrections ro infinite advantage? The 
Magiſtrate is the civil Parent; and as God 
has committed the Sora to him, to cut off 
intolerable miſcreants; ſo has he given him 
a Rod, to chaſtiſe offenders in leſſer mat- 
ters: and to him methinks we may as well 
apply the words of Solomon, as to the natu- 
ral Parent (Prov. xxiii. 14.) Thou ſbalt beat 
him with the rod, and ſpalt deliver his ſous 
from kell. Which it duly conſidered, would 
ſerve to quicken Magiſtrates in this glorious 
Work, of ſaving the Souls of Men from ezer- 
nal Torments ; ſince a great ſhare of the 
Glory accruing to Men on this account, would 
come into their own boſoms, And it would 


allo 


alſo te 
of ſuc 
Magi! 
ſee th 
way, 
runni: 
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alſo tend to allay the paſſionate teſentments 
of ſuch as fall under the correction of the 
Magiſtrates Diſcipline, if they did but fore- 
ſee the invaluable Kindneſs of ſtopping their 
way, though with thorns, to prevent their 
running into the infermal Pit. O! that 
men had faith to make a due eſtimate of 
theſe certain and neceſſary conſequences of 
things, which a few moments will exempli- 
fy upon every ſoul of us, in eternal Bliſs or 
Torment! i | 
Ir was the deep ſenſe of theſe great things 
which firſt engaged the hearts and hands of 
thoſe few pious Gentlemen in this moſt noble 
Work, who do not now (bleſſed be God) act 
alone in it. Several other Gentlemen, and 
eminent (Citizens, are now incorporated with 
them; and they meet frequently to ſuperin- 
tend, direct, and purſue his beſt of Works 
(as one of our pious Biſhops calls it) conſult- 
ing the beſt and moſt adviſeable methods to 
carry it on, 2 a great deal of time 
weekly, and ſometimes daily, in it, and fur- 
thering it by very large and honourable Con- 
tributions. And by theſe means many thou- 
ſands of vicious and profane perſons have 
been brought to juſt puniſhment; to which 
the late excellent Law againft profane. 
Swearing and Curſing has been very ſer- 
viceable; and were it but enlarged in a line 
or two, to make- the work of Information 
eaſier, it would ſoon baniſh the helliſh, ſenſe- 
leſs fin of. Blaſphemy, and other publick 


impieties, 


. 
* 
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impieties, out of this Nation. This late 
Law againſt profane Swearing has alſo done 
good ſervice in the Kingdom of Trelana, 
Where it has been vigorouſly put in execu- 
tion; concerning which a Perſon of Quality 
writes thus from Dublin, in a Letter to his 
Friend. in London, Oct. 28, 1697. - 


TE Reformation goes on in this Cit 


very vigorouſly: When we were preſented 
with a thouſand Warrants againſt profane 
Swearing, by a Gentleman from London, 
© it was thought we ſhould never ha ve need- 
© ed more; but thoſe have all been put in 
© execution, and we are now printing a third 
[thouſand of them more. The lait Lord's 
Day I believe there were eight or nine 
pounds levied in Alehouſes, and above a 
W Bakers have paid within this laſt 
quarter, for profaning the Lord's Day in 
the buſineſs of their trade; beſides Taylors, 
Drovers, and others; and Bawdybouſes 
and Whores are hunted duwn with a high 
hand. Fridemel is filled with them, and 
this without any great aſſiſtance from the 
Magiſtracy. Some Perſons of our Socie- 
ties being put upon the Grand Jury for the 
City, do it effectually: Ten or twelve 
lewd. Women have been taken up in a 
night, in the houſes as well as ſtreets; and 
this twice or thrice a week. But I muſt 
add, however, that this Reformation, in 
every Part of it, is beholden to our Re- 
corder, who ſhews more zeal and appli- 

* cation 
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cation to it, than any Magiſtrate in Ton- 
Von ar Middle has, dane, ſince I have 
Y been acquainted; with theſe matters. r 
+ TER is allo a Society of this kind in 
Dragheda, in Manout h, and in Killenuy 3 
and ſeveral- Nivines are endeavouring to 
plant them in other parts of the Kingdom 
of Hrelaud. But I return nearer ham wm. 
To awaken a juſt ſenſe gf the necaſſity of 
Reformation of Manners, in the City of Lau- 
don, there are two Seemons: in--the year 
preached on this, weighty Subject at Bow 
Church in Cheapſide; namely, on the Mau- 
day next following the Feaſt of our bleſſed 
Saviour's 3 and on the Monday next 
aſter the Feaſt, ot the Annunciation, about 
eleven in the morning: and the like is done 
by Diſſenters on two other days. 92 
AN D by the Bleſſing of Almighty God 
upon theſe Endeavours, a very conſiderable 
ſenſe of Religion has been revived in many 
of this Nation, and a very conſpicuous check 
given to Debauchery. Inſomuch that the 
general odium, and the threatening dangers 
of informing againſt Vice and Profaneneſs 
are almoſt extinguiſhed, and the bleſſed 
Work of Reformation ſet into ſuch an ex- 
cellent and ſucceſsful Method, that the out- 
ward part of it would ſoon be effected, would 
but ſome few in every Street or Pari ſn, who 
are of Place and Power, engage heartily in 
this Honourable. aud — Work ; or 
would others, who are of Ability, but — 
tribute 
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tribute às it becomes them towards the ex- 
pence of it. e of _Jewd 
ople (as was before obſerved) and the pro- 
bs of them in the courſe of our Law, 
is very chargeable; inſomuch that near a 
thouſand ere ha ve been expended in this 
Work within the ſpace of the laſt four years, 
by a Society of worthy Gentlemen, who 
ſeem to proſetute Vice with as much plea- 
ſure as others commit it; to their immortal 

Honour be it mentioned. | 
Ap that none may be diſcouraged on 
the account of the general overflowing of 
Vice, and the diſproportionable . of 
hands engaged to put a ſtop to it; let it but 
be conſidered, that the chief part of this op- 
ſition to publick Immorality has been occa- 
oned by the meeting of four or ſi ve private Per · 
ſons together; who duly conſidering and be- 
wailing the height and extent of the Sins of 
this Nation, came to a reſolution of doing 
their utmoſt to oppoſe it in the due courſe 
of our Laws. An Attempt which, methinks, 
ſeemed as generous and heroick as that of 
onathan and his armour-bearer, who be- 
ing inſpirited by God, reſolved to attack a 
whole army of Philiſtines encamped on a 
vaſt hill: And the Lord of Hoſts, who led 
them on in this noble Enterprize, did ſue- 
ceſsfully carry them through it, to the utter 
diſcomfiture of thoſe numerous enemies of 
God. And fince we may, without raſhneſs, 
conclude, that this Effort againſt publick 
Sins 


* 
* 


* n 


ns 


nathan, we hope it may at laſt attain the 
ſame End; though this Attempt againſt nu- 
merous and heighiened Enormities has as great 
diſadvantages as that, in human eſtimate. 

Ou what a Field of Honour lies here be- 
fore all perſons among us! In which Magiſ- 
trates and Miniſters are more eſpecially con- 
cerned to be Leaders, who are by their Of- 
fices deſigned to direct the Conſciences, and 
regulate the Converſations of Men. I be- 
ſeech the Almighty and All- good God to 
inſpirit and determine them effectually to 
this Work, to which he loudly calls them; 
a Work abſolutely neceſſary, not only to our 


proſperity, but ſubſiſtence; and for want of 


which we are almoſt undone. 
AN p in truth, the Glory of Almighty 
God, and the Support of our Church and 
State, are ſo manifeſtly concerned herein; 
that I cannot ſee how the Miniſters of Juſtice, 
or of Divine Service, will-be able to anſwer 


the unchriſtian negleC of it before the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, the Judge of all, before whoſe 
Fudgment-ſeat we muſt all appear, and that 
very ſpeedily. Where two armies are en- 
gaged in a bloody and uncertain battle, how 
will thoſe regiments anſwer it to their Prince, 
who ſtood by, and idly looked on, without 
ſtriking one hearty ſtroke in his cauſe, to 
whom they vowed a military faithfulneſs to 


their death? But above the reſt, how will 


the Officers of thoſe daſtardly troops anſwer 
| Nan 
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Sins has the ſame Original with that of Jo- 


faint not, 
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it to their Sovereign, who dreaded. a little 


danger and hardſhip in his Service, more 
than his Royal Diſpleaſure? 
. An Sirs! if we are now back ward to con- 


tribute our utmoſt endeavours, in our ſeveral 
| Nations, towards the ſuppreſſing of thoſe 


impudent and ſcandalous Vices, whereby 
our God and his holy Religion are ſo outra- 
geouſly blaſphemed; if we prefer carnal 
eaſe, the favour of men, or any. worldly in- 
tereſt, before the Honour of our God, and the 
Propagation, of Religion; what inſupport- 
able ſhame,' horror, and regret will at laſt 
ſeize us, and for ever torment us! And there- 
fore I. again beſeech the Holy Spirit to ex- 
cite and fix in us all (even in Magiſtrates, 
Miniſters, and all Ranks of People) a vigo- 
rous and effectual Zeal for his holy Name 
and Will; and a juſt Concern for the lan- 
guiſhing repute of the Chriſtian Name, and 
of the Reformed Religion. | 

Ax as for all thoſe various degrees of 


Men, who have already ſet their hands to 


this excellent Work, may they never ſlacken 


their hands, or pull them, back! Let me 


entreat them to act in it with a zeal, con- 
ſtancy, and purity of intention, ſuitable to 
ſo divine an Employment as that they en- 
gage in, to ſo good and great a Maſter as 
they ſerve, and to that infinite Reward which 
they may expect. Be not ſuch, enemies to 
yourſelves,” as to be weary of (ell doing, 
ſince in a ſhart tie you will reap, i you 
a O Chriſ- 
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O Chriſtians! look upon Jeſus, who not 
only underawent the contradiction of ſin- 
2rs, but endured. the croſs, and deſpiſed 
the ſhame, for the glory which qua, ſet be- 
fore bim. Remember, that as a Cnrſe is 


threatened to ſuch as do rhe zvork of the 


Lord negligently ; ſo a Crown is prepared 
for thoſe 2who are faithful unto death. 
Tax time of our warfare is but ſhort, and 
the difficulty of it will be much ſweetened by 
the promiſed Comforter, and the Reward of 
well doing will be of infinite value, and eter- 
nal duration. And no work in the world 
will be more commended of our ſupreme 
Judge at laſt, than this of Reformation ; 
nce he himſelf irs as 4 refiner's fire, and 
45 futler's, ſoap, to purif and cleanſe his 
eople from their fin; which. was the end 
or which he ſhed his precious Blood; An 
e will ere long conſume that reprobate 
Silver, which 1s not effectually refined by 
thoſe. Means of Purification which he hat 


- ordained... So that an all theſe accounts we 


ha ve no concern upon earth ſo great, as ti 
acquit ourſelves well in this our 1 ita 
Calling; not being farhful, but diligent 
followers of them, who through faith ang 
patience. inherit the promiſes. 

Ax here I cannot hut call upon our Dil 
ſenting Brethren, that aFthey. have mani- 
felted a , Chriſtian, Spirit in alfi us to 
ſuppreſs Vice, they would. do gp gels io en- 
deayouring 70 diſcountengrce,Sarile And tp 


reftore 
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reſtore Unity. And let me entreat_them 
even by the Bowels of our common Lord and 
and Saviour, that they ſtudiouſly endeavour 
to diſpoſe their Youth to follow after things 
which make for Peace, Unity, and Order, 
(the defire of which ſeems deeply impreſſed 
on the ſpirits of our Societies of young Men) 
that the Church of God may enjoy more 
peaceable and flouriſhing days in the next 
age than it has in this. 2 50 

Tux making of our Peace with God by 
effectual Reformation, and of Union among 
durſelves, by mutual Charity and Condeſcen- 
tion, are tld happieſt Works that any per- 
ſon can apply himſelf to on earth. The 
ſatisfaction and peaceable fruits of it here 
would be exceeding great, and the Reward 
of it hereafter inexpreſſible. 


, . 


Now theſe Societies aforementioned ſeem 
in a great meaſure fitted to carry on both 
theſe great Deſigns; if at leaſt there be any 
hope of ſuch ineſtimable Bleſſings left to 
ſuch a profligate people as we are: for they 
have been inſtrumental to bring ſeveral Qua- 
kers and enthuſiaſtick people to Baptiſm, and 
to a ſober mind; and of the Converſion of 
many profane perſons; and of bringing 
others to legal puniſhment, who appeared 
otherwiſe incorrigible. © © 

As here, to rectify the miſtake of ſuch 
as conſider theſe Rehgious Societies, and the 
promotion of the Reformation, as the heat 
of young Perſons only, which they think 
| very 
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very likely to cool in a little time, I think 
fit to ſubjoin, That I do not know any Re- 
ligious Society, in which there are not ſeve- 
ral grave and prudent Perſons, of ſolid judg- 
ment, and advanced years, from forty. to 
fixty; which muſt indeed be the conſequence 
of their having already continued above thir- 
ty years.. And they go on with great vigour 
and delight in the Ways of God, which they. 
find to be Paths of divine Pleaſure, = 
the moſt ſolid Peace; which attracts many, 
both young and elder perſons, to them; 
perceiving their ways ſo ſtrictly conform to. 
the Laws of God and men. TA 

AN p as to the Gentlemen, and other 
worthy, Perſons, who carry on the principal 
a of the Reformation, they are of ripe 

ears and Experience, of conſiderable Qua” 
lity and Eſtates, and of the beſt Character 

and Reputation. And indeed, as the Honour 

of this Affair can never be called in queſtion 

by any devout Chriſtian, ſo can it not ad 
this time be treated with diſreſpect by any 

ci vil perſon; ſince the Quz EN, the Biſhops, 

and ſome of the moſt hungurable Perſons in 
Church and State, have ſolemnly eſpouſed 
it, and declared for it. 

MAN x of our Miniſters have found by 
experience, as they have aſſured me, that the 
lanting of one of theſe Societies in their 
ariſh, has been a means of enlarging their 

Congregations and Communions to a very 
great increaſe 3 and not only ſo, but of in- 
N es troducing 


” 
. 
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troducing à more devout deportment in all 
publick Ordinances. 80 that it is greatly 
fo be wiſhed, that every parochial Minifter 
would endeavour to erect a Society of this 
nature in his Pariſh ; which he might do, 
if he could but find two or three young Men, 
or inert 59 in it, of pious inclination, 
and a ſober life (and if ſuch a number as 
this cannot be found in any place, it is worſe 
than Sodom) and he may begin a Society 
with theſe, as many of thoſe which are now. 
nutnerous began at firſt, till more be added 
to them by rhe Grace of God, A thing of 
this nature heartily undertaken for the Glory 
of God, and attended with Prayer, Dili- 
genes and Patience, could hardly miſcarty. 
nd a good Miniſter would find his Work 
happily promoted by ſuch a pious Nutſery 
of Youth; and the poor neighbourhood not 
a little. comforted by their Charity. Tea, 
the very Money which is by the Law forfeit- 
ed to the Poor, by Swearing, Drunkenneſs, 
and profaning the Lord's Day, would 'be a 
ſeaſonable relief of the Poor in theſe hard 
times: for by theſe Penalties the ſum of fifty 
five pounds was Jately raiſed in one Pariſh 
of this City within the ſpace of one year. 
AN p though this may well be numbered 
amongſt their Charities to the Poor, eſpeci- 
ally ſince the late Law againſt profane Swear- 
ing has made the forfeitures to the Poor ariſe 
very high to ſome who will not forbear it, 
even after the ſecond Conviction; yet their 
NY own 
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own perſonal Alms to er Objects of 
. very 1 Thc Con- 
tributions towards the excellent Deſign of 
erecting Libraries in our foreign Plantations, 
and towards the Education of poor Children, 
with what they ha ve expended in freeing of 
Priſoners, and relieving poor Families, are 
e 3 13 TN 2989.4 9th 
And beſides, their manner of disburſing 
their Bounty to fick and diſtreſſed People, 
is ſuch as renders it a double Benefit: For 
they uſually ſend their Alms by the hands of 
two or more of their moſt ſerious Members, 
| | who make a perſonal inquiry into their ne- 
cet ties, and uſually introduce ſome ſeaſons 
able diſcourſe, ſuitable to the afflict ion of 
the Perſon or Family which they relieve : 
| | which many times proves the hetter Charity 
of the two, For't 4 — a fflicted Pet ſons 
being partly awakened by the Rod of God 
upon them, and being ſurptized by ſuch a 
| Viſit and Bounty from Petions unknown to 
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chem, and not a litrle pleaſed to hear ſuch 
1 | ſavoury ſpecches drop from the lips of young 

Perſons : all theſe things together have 
| ſometimes been happily inſtrumental in pro- 
pagating a ſenſe of Religion in ſome perſons, 
who {carce ever before felt any thing of it 5 
and of exciting it where it had before taken 
place. So that | have ſometimes had greater 
thanks from ſome who, upon my recom- 
mendation, have enjoyed theſe ſpiritual Ex- 
- preſſions of their Charity, Compaſſion, and 
Y Conſola- 
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Conſolation, than for their other Bounty 
though they have confeſſed themſelves al- 
molt raviſhed in the conſideration of both. 
Ir has ſometimes. plea'ed God to reduce 
ſome of their own Members, by fickneſs, or 
other means, to a low condition; and then 
they have duly called to mind the Apoſto- 
lick Rule of ſhewirg Piety at home; they 
| have afforded them ſuitable ſupplies in their 
ſickneſs and diſtreſs, and buried them de- 
cently after their deceaſe. And as they have 
found themſelves greatly affected by Funeral 
. Sermons, ſo they uſually procure one at the 
Funeral of any of their Society; as conſider- 
ing that no Sermon is like to come with ſuch 
wer upon mens ſouls, as that which is en- 
ced by the moving view of an object of 
mortality, to alarm the very ſenſes of men, 
and to give a mortifying blow to all carna- 
lity: So that though this their Charity be- 


gins at home, it does not end there. 


Ir was an act of great good nature, and 
favoured no leſs of a ſpirit becoming our 
merciful Religion, which ſome of them ex- 

reſſed towards a poor widow upon her death- 

d, whom they found in extreme trouble, 
for fear leſt her two young children ſhould 
be caſt upon the charity of her relations, who 
were Papiſts, and by that means be bruught 
in their errors; it being in the Reign of 


ng Zames the Second. 


Now to eaſe her diſtreſſed ſpirit, ſome 


of theſe young Men undertook to take care 
| both 
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both to maintain and educate theſe ſorlorn 
Orphans; giving the P* expiring; Widow 
their promiſe ſo to do: A is grea 
conduced to her quiet and comfortable 
death, for ſhe had lived a: very good. lite, 
And they fully diſcharged their trult. They 
took care that the two Children (the one 
being five years of age, the other fix). were 
maintained and inſtructed till they were fit 
to become. apprentices ; and then gat them 
good places, by which they were. put into 
a capacity of living very comfortably, = -, 
I was once preſent at one of their Confe- 
rences, when a very poor man came with 
moſt earneſt affection to return them thanks 
for what they had done, both for his body 
and ſoul... It ſeems he was a perfect ſtrangeg 
to them all, and to every other perſon in 
the place where God cait him down by a 
ſharp. and long ſickneſs, in which, as he 
ſaid, his body and ſoul had like to have pe- 
riſhed together. He had lived a very ill 


lite, and been much diſu ed to the Ordinan- 
ces of God, by reaſon of his ſeafaring life x 


And being now come on ſhore ſick, and be- 
ing above a hundred miles from his abude 
and acquaintance, he fell into great want, 
Upon which ſome of this Society perceiving 
his diſtreſs, recommended him to the reſt ; 
and they readily allowed him a weekly pen- 


ſion for eight weeks together, till he was le- 


covered. And one of the Society being a 
Surgeon, carefully — a- Very grievous 
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fore which he had, and by God's Bleffing 
reſtored it to perfect ſoundneſs. Others of 
them went to him, and read good Books 
by his bed ; which tended to the improve- 
ment of God's Viſitation upon him. They 
alſofetched the Miniſter of the place to him, 
who viſited him often, and prayed by him, 
and got a collection from ſome charitable 
neighbours for him. And upon the whole, 
he recovered, and ſeemed to be a reformed 
man, and came then to render his Praiſes to 
God, and Thanks to his Chriſtian Friends, 
for that which had been done for him. 
IuENTION but few of multitudes of ſuch 
Inſtances, which ſeem to demonſtrate ſuch 
compaſſion and condeſcenſion of ſpirit as is 
eſſential to a Chriſtian, and which was the 


Beauty and Glory of primitive Chriſttanity. 


As ſoon as they underſtood the Reverend 


Dr. Bray's pious intentions of improving the 


knowledge and practice of the Goſpel in our 
Plantations, they readily contributed one 
hundred pounds towards the noble and ex- 
cellent Defign. x 

Tux have been eminently inftrumenta} 
in ſetting up about an hundred Schools in 
this City and Suburbs, for the Inſtruction of 
poor Children, wherein ſome thouſands of 
them ate now taught freely, and carefully 
catechifed, and educated in good manners 
and behaviour: Many of them are cloathed, 
and in due time placed out to good trades, 
by the ſame Charity. This they find to be 
one 


vf Reformation, 99 
one of the moſt extenſive and unerring ways 
of Almſdeed; and therefore they now chief- 
ly employ their Contributions this way; fre- 

uently vifiting and encouraging the poor 
hildren: And ſome worthy Perſons are 
contriving expedients to teach our Children 
things as well as words, and to render Learning 
more uſeful to human life ; which has been 
greatly wanting. - The examples of theſe 
Charity-School have, by the Bleſſings of 
God, had a very happy influence upon many 
| bountiful Perſons, and has excited a moſt uſe- 
ful concern for the Education of poor Chil- 

| I dren of both ſexes in many Pariſhes. 
| Tn x good management of the poor Chil- 
d drens School at Whirechapel, induced ſome 
* B unknown Benefactor to give a thouſand 


pounds to be laid out in a purchaſe by the 
1 Church wardens of that Pariſh, and appoint- 
© If <d the yearly income of it to be perpetually 
C employed Gor the Teaching of poor Chil- 


dren. This is indeed a very noble piece of 
Charity. The Modeſty of which ſeems as 
I ſurpriaing as the Bounty of it; and it will 
al aſſuredly be rewarded openly; yea, it will 
of receive the greater Reward, for that it was 


thus ſecrerly, and therefore the more Chriſ- 
of tianly beſtowed. | | | 
ly Bxrokx I conclude, it may he expected 
that I give ſome deſcription of the weekly 
» E Conferences, and joint Devotions of our Re- 
I ligious Societies: But I need not inſiſt on 
chis, ſince the method of both is hereto an- 
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nexed; partly for their uſe, and partly to 
prevent e beer by falſe reports. 
So that l ſhall only add, that as they uſe 
very affecting prefaces beſore they pray to 
God, or praiſe his great and holy Name, to 
raiſe and fix their inward Devotion; ſo they 
always uſe a very reverend outward deport- 
ment in the Worſhip of God, that their body 
may not ſeem to mock or diſapprove of that 
which their ſoul is doing: waich is ſurely 
agrceable to all ſober Reaſon, and ' ſound 
. Religion, Our Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sanctißer, ought to be owned, worſhipped, 
and glorified, with thoſe bodies, as wel as 
thoſe ſouls, which his almighty Power, Wiſ- 
dom, and Goodneſs, hath created, redeem- 
ed, doth ſanctify, and will glorify, So that 
in Prayer they all kneel, according to the 
direction of the Spirit of God, Pal. xcv. 6. 
And according to our bleſſed Sa viour's Ex- 
ample, Luke xxii. 41. He kneeled down 
and prayed, And in Singing of Pſalms, or 
any other ſolemn Noxology; they ſtand up; 
which is ſurely the fitteſt poſture for this 
exalted part of God's Worſhip. And if [ 
may {peak my own experience, I think we 
mall find our ſouls greatly raiſe by our 
bodily reverence: though it be ſtill allowed, 
that the ſpiritual reverence of the ſoul is 
vaſtly the chieſeſt; and that in all bodily 
weakneſs, and other neceſſary impediments, 
ed will havs mercy, aud not ſacrifice. 
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Taxi uſual viſits to one another ſeldom 
end without a Pſalm, where they have any 
conveniency ſor it. This they account their 
chief mirth and entertainment, and they 
ſpeak of it with a ſavour and true ſenſe of 
its excellency. It is very enlivening, to ſee 
with what a graceful Devotion they perform 
this Divine Exerciſe, giving vety lively, but 
very decent demonſtrations of ſpititual ele 
vation. Some of them have often ſaid, That 


they never ſelt any joy like it; and therefore 


they frequently entertain themſelves: with it 
in their ſolltudes and manual labours: And 
it is very much owing to their example and 
influence, that this heavenly Duty, which 
was of late too much diſaſad. is now Prac- 
tiſed more generally, and with great decency 
and devotion. And this ſeems to be a very 
Proper expedient to revive the ſa vour of Re- 
igion among men; conſidering the ſublime 
pleaſure of the performance; the agreeable- 
neſs of it to the harmonious temper of an in- 
telligent ſoul, the ſuitableneſs of it to man's 
rimitive ſtate, and to that which is to be 
bis ſtate of bliſs; and finally, how ſitly it 
falls in with the cheerful and thankful ge- 
nivs of the Goſpel. So that it were to be 
wiſhed, that not only our families and friend- 
nen but that our camps and 
eats, were improved, adorned, and inſpi- 
rited with this celeſtial Harmony. 
MAN of them meet together at each 
others houſes in the evening of many Feaſts 
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of the Church and Holidays, as alſo upon 
the Vigils of them, where they diſcourſe ſe- 
riouſly on the ſubject. matter of the Day; 
by which they find themfelves much inform- 
ed in many eflential parts of the Chriſtian 
Religion, 
Tnzsx their pious Undertakings have for 
a conſiderable time been cheriſhed and im- 
tp by ſome of our pious Biſhops, who 
ave often preached to them on theſe occa- 
fions: And in particular, one of them has. 
for many years allowed them the uſe of his 
Church, and been preſent at the Sermons 
which they procured, and has alſo written a 
moſt excellent Vindication of theſe begin- 
nings of Reformation. And another of 
them (who has ſome time gi ven a moſt illuſ- 
trious inſtance of his care in cultivating 
Youth, by training up young Scholars for 
the Miniftry, not only at his own expence, 
but by his perſonal inſtruction of them) hath 
publiſhed to the world the great delight with 
which our late Pious Qu RN received the 
account of this hopeful Method of reforming 
of Youth by theſe Societies, and with what 
concern ſhe often enquired after it. His 
words are theſe : She did bearken carefully 
er every thing that ſeemed to give ſome 
hope, that the next generation ſhould be 
better than the preſent, with a partictlar 
attention : She heard of a ſpirit of Dev 
rion and Piety, that was ſpreading itſelf 
among the Youth of this great City, with a 


true 
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true ſatisfaction: She enquired often, and 
mich about it, and was glad to hear it 
went on and prevailed, Flay, p. 118, 

In this deſired Reformation of Manners 
our Right Reverend Dioceſan (the Lord 
Biſhop of London) has likewiſe appeared ſe- 
veral times with great Honour. His Lord- 
ſhip's Letter to his Clergy, anno Domini 
1690, purſuant to the ſcope of his Majeſty's 
Proclamation and ſpecial Orders, relating ta 
this affair, was very ſerviceable to this pur- 
pole. Ia which his Lordſhip required all 
the Miniſters of his Dioceſe (upon certain 
Lord's-Days therein prefixed) to read the 
ſeveral Acts of Parliament againſt Vice and 
Profaneneſs, in the audience of their reſpec- 
tive Congregations; and at the ſame time ta 
bend the ſcope of their Sermans agaiaſt the 
fins thereby condemned, that the —— and 
terror of the Laus of God and men might at 
once make the utmoſt impreſſion on the con- 
ſciences of their hearers, in order to reform 
the notorious tranſgreſſions of both. | 

An p foraſmuch as this Injunction was 
miſtaken by ſome, as if it reached no farther 
than the year in which it was dated; his 


Lordſhip was pleaſed, in his Viſitation of 


the Clergy of Midieſex, 16997, to remind 
them of the continuance of his Injunction in 
that matter, requiring them to obſerve it ac- 
cording to the order before ſeat them. 


Yza, further yet, that nothing may be 
wanting to. awaken ſuch a vigilant. and con- 
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ſcientious care in the diſcharge of this great 
Duty, as is neceſſary to the character of a 
Miniſter of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and to 
expreſs our thankfulneſs ro Almighty God, 
for the marvellous Mercies which he has 
vouchfafed to this Nation; his Lordſhip di. 
fefred another Letter to his Clergy, 1698, 
wherein he complins of the nonobſervance of 
his Majeſty's Injunftions of Feb. 3, 1689. 
which related to their reading of the Laws 
of the Land againſt Vice and Impiety; and 
tock occafion, from the aflurance which his 
Msejeſty has given to the publick in. his 
Speech to both Houſes of Parliament, upon 
the concluſion of the Peace with France, 
That he will make it one of his chief cares 
to ſmppreſs Profaneneſs and Immorality, to 
repreſent to his Clergy, achat a ſhameful 
reproxch it would be to them, a great part 
of whoſe buſineſs it ought to be continually 
ro watch againſt ſuch ſins, to be found tardy 
in thoſe opportunities which the Laws have 
given them to warn people of their wicked 
courſes. 1 A e 

A d it is greatly hoped, that no Miniſ- 
ter hereby admoniſhed, will be ſo unmind- 
ful of the ſacred Vows of Chriſtianity, and 
the ſpecial obligations of his holy Function, 
or fo negligent of the Intereſts of his hea ven- 
Iv Maſter, and of the fouls committed to his 
Charge, as to diſregard ſo ſolemni and fea- 
ſonable an Admonition. This is alſo molt 
ferioully and affectionately preſſed upon rhe 
aun | | w hole 
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whole body of the Clergy, by his Grace the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury's circular Letter. 
dated Afril 4, 1699. very ſit to be kept and 
often peruſed by every Miniſter, | 
SEVERAL other ns Biſhops have alſo 
of late {ent very picus Letters to the (lergy 
under theic Epiſcopal Care, earneſtly preſſing 
their moſt ſtudious concern to propagate ſin- 
cere Piety in their ſeveral Pariſhes, by their 
holy Doftrioe and Examples. ö 

5 D truly, fince there is evidently fo 
much Goodneſs in theſe Societies and De- 
figns, as to give us hope hey are of God; 


we have thence a ſolid ground to hope, t 


they will not come to nought, | 

I x this hope | have often been encouraged, 
when I have obſerved with what delight and 
PP they proſecute their holy Purpoſes, 
I have known ſome of them, who have been 
at their own liberty, come. out of the mid{} 
of the City, after their ſhops have been ſhur, 
three or four miles, to the utmoſt parts of 
the Suburbs, to give inſtruction and encou- 


ragement to a new planted Society; return- 


ing again a conſiderable time after night, in 
all the inconveniencies of the darkneſs and 
uncertain weather, with the cheating thought 
of having been well imployed. 


Many of them have, in my hearing, 


praiſed God, that ever they were acquainted 
with theſe Chriſtian Aſſociates; and have 


owned, that their knowledge of God, and 


converſion to him, were occaſioned thereby: 
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100 Their Endeavour 
Yea, I never yet met with one Member of 
any of theſe Societies, who did not greatly 
Praiſe God for the Benefit they reap from 
them. Yea, I have ſeveral times put the 
queſtion to them on their fick and dying 
beds, whether: they then approved or diſap- 
proved of what they had done in theſe So- 
cieties; and they have always afſured me, 
that It :\forded them great joy and ſatisfac- 
tion; praying earneſtly for the advancement 
of them. 8 
Ap ſince the time that the. uſefulneſs of 
theſe Societies has been viſible to the world, 
their zeal hath provoked ſome of their Dif- 
ſenting Brethren to join with them occafion 
ally, and to ſet up the like among them- 
ſelves. And who knows but that this ef- 
ſential Union of theirs in the love df God 
and Goodneſs, may at laſt draw them to 
_ centre in the ſame Communion ;z and fo brin 

a moſt ineftimable Bleſſing to this þ/2eding 
' Church and State. Than which no Bleffing 
upon earth can be imagined greater : For it 
would ney ſtrengthen the languiſhing 
- Intereſt of Proteſtancy, and envigorate the 
power of our Holy cope ps and be the beſt 
and ſureſt foundation of a vigorous and ge- 
neral Reformation ; ahd this in a time when 
both Union and Retormation are almoſt de- 
ſpaired of. And if once the Holy Spirit of 
God vouchſafes us theſe his heavenly Fruits 
of Unity and Purity, Exgland will indeed be 
the Glory of all nations, 


In 


of Reformation. oy 
Ix fine, we ha ce here many hundreds of 
young, ſober, and ative men, freely and 
ſolemnly engaging themſelves to live ſtrictly, 
as it becometh our Holy Religion (the Ho- 
nour of which is at this day deplorably ſunk) 
and humbly offering their utmoſt ſervice to 
our Magiſtrates and Miniſters, in order to 
ſuppreſs the publick practice of thofe-fcan- 
dalous and inſolent Sins, which endanger 

both our Church and State. And there 
ſeems to be a zealous and generous ſpirit in 
them animating them to this noble Enter- 
prize; and they are put into an excellent 
method to carry it on in all the parts of this 
City, of which they have already given ſuf- 
ficient proof. And truly, if theſe means of 
Reformation be not accepted, it will be dit- 
ficult to find out any other that are fo like 
to effect it, or to berter the next genera- 
tion, in which all our hope of proſperity on 
earth ſeems to lie. So then, if it ſhall pleaſe 
Perſons of Place and Power to improve this 

talent laid before them, by ſtrengthenin 
thoſe hands which are heartily lirerched 
forth againſt Profaneneſs, but need their aſ- 
ſiſtance to effect it: What eminent ſervice 
may be done for God and theſe Riugdoms 
in this ſeaſon? But if this defign be mocked 
and browbeaten (as many things propoſed 
for the publick Good, and this in particu- 
lar, hath been) and it ſome vain people give 
it a nickname, and term it an imprudent or 
unſeaſonable vocal, or the like, and then — 
reſt 


| in us. ö 
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refi-decry ard diſcourage it, or at leaſt are 
aſhamed to oun it, or appear for it; lam per- 
ſuaded that, notwithſtanding the common 
cry of Peace, j eace, it will be hard to aſ- 
gn good proof, that we are not near to 
deſolation. Fe 
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A" Specimen" of the Orders of the 
© Sccieties bejcrementioned; copied 
cut of that at Poplar, 


I. 
Deſign of this Society 
being to promote real Holineſs of 
Heart and Liſe: It is abſolutely neceſſar 
that the Perſons who enter into it do ferioul- 
ly tefolre,; by the Grace of God, to apply 
themſelves to all means proper to accom- 
liſh theſe bleſſed Ends. Truſting in the 
Mine Power and gracious Conduct of the 
Holy Spirit, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
to excite, advance, and perfect all Good 


en "WY 55 
Tur in order to their being of one heart 
and one mind in this Deſign, every Mem- 


HA me ſole 


ber of this Society ſhall own and manifeſt 


himſelf to be of the Church of England, and 
frequent the Liturgy, and other publick 
Exerciſcs 


Exer 
caref 
rity, 


ſuch 
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Exerciſes of the ſame. And that they be 
careful withal to expreſs due Chriſtian Cha- 
rity, Candor, and Moderation towards all 
ſuch Diflenters as 1 2 good converſation. 
III. 
Tu Ar the Members of this Society ſhall 
- meet together one evening in the week at a 
convenient place, in order to encourage each 
other in practical Holineſs, by diſcourſing on 
ſuch ſubjects as tend thereunto; obſerving 
the Holy Scriptures as their Rule, and pray- 
ing to God for his Grace and Blefling. 

AND to this Aſſembly any ſerious perſon, 
known to any of the Society, may be ad- 
mitted, upon requeſt, 

| IV. 

Tu Ax atſuch Meetings they decline all 
_ diſputes about controverſial points, and all 
unneceſſary diſcourſe about State Affairs, or 
the concerns of trade and worldly things: 
And that the whole bent of the diſcourſe be 
to g/orify Goa, and eaify one another in 
love. 17 

V. 

Tn Ar it be left to every perſon's diſcre- 
tion to contribute at every weekly Meeting 
what he thinks fit towards the publick Stock 
for pious and charitable Uſes; eſpecially 
for putting poor Children to School. And 
the money thus collected ſhall be kept by 
the two Stewards of the Society, who ſhall 
be choſen by majority of votes once a year, 
or oftener, to be diſpoſed of by the conleng 

0 
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of the major part of the Society, for the uſes 
abovementioned. And the d Stewards 
ſhall keep a faithful Regiſter of what is thus 


collected and diftributed, to be peruſed by 
any Member of the Society, at his Requeſt. 
No VI 


Tu Ar any reſpective Member may re- 
commend any object of Charity to the Stew- 
ards, who ſhall (with the conſent of the reſt) 
give out of the common Stock according as 
the occaſion requires, And in a caſe of ex- 
traordinary neceſſity, every particular perſon 
ſhall be defired to contribute farther, as he 
Mall think fit. us 


Tu Ar every one that abſents himſelf four 
Meetings together (without giving a ſatiſ- 
factory account to the Stewards) ſhall be 

— upon as diſaffected to the Society. 

. | 

Tn Ar none ſhall be admitted into this 
Society, without giving due notice thereof 
to the Stewards, who ſhall acquaint the 
whole Society therewith. And after due 
enquiry into their religious purpoſes, and 
manner of life, the wel may admit 
them, if the major part of the Society al- 
lows of it, and not otherwiſe. And with 


the like joint conſent they may exclude any 
Member proved guilty of any misbehaviour, 
after due admonition, unleſs he gives ſuffi- 
cient teſtimony of his repentance and amend- 


IX. IT 


ment before the whole Society. 


E tt Mitre Gor ro NE 
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5 | IX. 5: 2 

Ir is hereby recommended to every per- 
ſon concerned in this Society, to conſider the 
dangerous ſnares of gaming, and the open 


ſcandal of being concerned in thoſe games 


which are uſed in publick-houſes; and that 
it is the ſafeſt and moſt commendable way 
to decline them wholly; ſhunning all unne- 
ceſſary reſort to ſuch houſes and taverns, and 
wholly avoiding lewd > 


Tn Ar whereas the following Duties have 
been too much 1 to the ſcandal and 
reproach of our holy Religion, they do re- 
ſolve, by the Grace of God, to make it their 
ſerious endeavour, | 

1. To be jvft in all their dealings, even to 
an exemplary ſtrictneſs. As 1 The iv. 6. 

2. To pray many times every day; re- 
membering our continual dependance upon 
God, both for ſpiritual and temporal things. 
1 The. v. 17. 

3. To pattike of the Lord's. Supper, at 
leaſt once a month, if not prevented by a 
reaſonable impediment, 1 Cor. xi. 26. Luke 
XX11, 19. ; 

4. To praQtife the proſoundeſt meekneſ3 
and humility, Matth. xi. 29. 

5. To watch againſt cenſurivg others, 
Matth. vii. l. | 
6. To accuſtom themſelves to Holy thong his 
in all places, fal. cxxxix. 23. 


7. To 
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7. To be helpful one to another, 1 Cor. 
„ 1 1 

8. To exerciſe tenderneſs, patience, and 
compaſſion towards all men, 7 z7. ili. 2. 
9. To make reflections on themſelves 
when they read the Holy Bible, or other 
good Books, and when they hear Sermons, 
1 Cor. x, II. CY | 
10. To ſhun all foreſcen-occaſions of evil ; 
as evil company, known temptacions, &c, 
1 Tei. 22. 

11. To think often on the different eſtates 
of the glorißed and the damved, in the un- 

changeable Eternity, to which we are haſt- 

%%% SS. 

12. To exaniine themſelves every night, 
what good or evil they have done in the day 
Paſt, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. | 
13. To keep a private Faſt once a month, 

(eſpecially near their approach te the Lord's 
Table) if at their own diſpoſal, or to faſt 
from ſome meals when they may convenient- 
ly, Matth. vi. 16. Luke v. 35. | 
14. To mortify the fleſh, with its affec> 
tions and luſts, Gal. v. 19, 24. 

15. To advance in heavenly Mindedneſs, 
and in all Grace, 1 Pet, iii. 8. 

16. To ſhun ſjiritual Pride, and the 
effects of it; as railing, anger, peeviſhnels, 
and impatience of contradiction, and the like. 
17. To pray for the wwho/e Society in their 
private Prayers, James v. 16. 


18. To 


Their Ordert. 113 


18. To read pious Books often for their 
edification, but eſpecially the Holy Bible ; 
and herein particularly, Zohn v. 39. Matt. 
v, vi, vii. Luke xv, xvi. Rom. xii, xiii. Zph. 

v, vi. 1 The. v. Rev. i, ii, ii, xxi, xxii. 
As in the Old Teſtament, Levit. xxvi. 
Det. xxviii. Jai. liii. Exeł. xxxvi. 
19. To be continually mindſul of the 
; BY preat obligation of this /pecia/ Profeſſion of 
P 
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| Neligion; and to walk ſo circumſpectiy, 
tnat none may be offended, or di:couraged 1 
from it, by what they ſee in them; nor oc- 1 
caſion given to any to ſpeak reproachfully is. 
E of it, | 5 
1 


20. To ſhun alt manner of affectation 


Lr R Ad 50. of cf Ts <4---o 
KY . 


and moroſeneſe, and be of a civil and obli- Wi 
ging deportmeat to all en. 1 
Tax they often conſider (with an awful a 
dread of God's Wrath) the ſad height to 1 
b which the ſins of many are advanced in this 1 
f our Nation; and the bleeding divifions | 
; thereof in Church and State. And that 
4 3 Member be ready to do, what upon 1 

conſulting with each other ſhall be thought 8: | 
»  adviſcable, towards the puniſhment of pub- mg 

lick Profaneneſs, according to the good Laus 
: of our Land, required to 2 put in execution . 


2 
— — 2 
"Ay 
* r 3 


5 by the Queen's and the late King's ſpecial 
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Oder; and to do what befits them in their - nl 
r ſtations, in order to the cementing of our == 
divifiuns. | * 
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XII. 5 
Ta Ar each Member ſhall encourage the 
Catechizing of young and ignorant people in 
their reſpective families, according to their 
ſtations and abilities; and ſhall obſerve all 
manner of Religious Family Duties. 
XIII. : 
Tr ar the major part of the Society ſhall 
have power to make a new Order to bind the 


Whole, when need requires; if it be approved 


by three pious and learned Miniſters of the 
Church of England, nominated by the whole 


Society. 
XIV. 


Tua theſe Orders ſhall be read over at 
kaft four times in the year by one of the 
Stewards ; and that with ſuch deliberation, 
that each Member may have time to exa- 
mine himſelf by them, or to ſpeak his mind 
in any thing relating to them, 

07 FR XV. Obes 
LAST, That every Member of this So- 
ciety ſhall (after mature deliberation, and 
due trial) exprefs his approbation of theſe 
Orders, and his reſolution to endeavour to 
live up to them: in order to which he ſhall 
conſtantly keep a copy of them by him. 


The End of the Orders. 


CHAP. 


wo 9 7 


Ons) 
C HAP. VI. 


The Reaſon of the Publication of 
the Orders and Defign of theſe 


Societies. 


| found, by difcourſe with ſeveral 
perſons (who have greatly rejoiced to 
hear of any publick Good fet on foot) that 
they never before heard of theſe Societies; 1 


could not but wonder, that a thing of this 


nature could ſo long remain ſecret, 

Tux have been erected in our capital 
City above two and thirty: years. They pro- 
cure Sermons by way of preparation for the 
Lord's Supper, or to engage a ſuitable Ho- 


lineſs of Life after it, every Lord's Day 


about five in the evening, in many of the 
largeſt Churches in the City. Their Cha- 
rity is extended to deſerving 
the parts of the City and Suburbs. And by 
their procurement publick Prayers are daily 
made in ſeveral Churches, at ſuch hours as 
they can moſt conveniently be prefent at 
them. And by the means of their great zeal 
in piving informations, a multitude of fuch 
as 


ave no fear of God before their eyes, have 


been puniſhed for their profaneneſs and de- 
bauchery, R 


So 
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So that it is to be admired; that their 
good Deeds and Deſigns could be ſo long 
unknown to fo many. But truly this does 
very much recommend their Chriſtian Mo- 
deſty'; it demonſtrates that they do not af- 
fect to publiſh either their Alms or Devotion, 
after the vaunting manner of the Phariſees, 


with which our Bleſſed Sa viout was ſo high- 
Iy offended ; but that they deſire to manage 
their holy Purpoſes in the moſt humble Si- 


lence and contri ved Secrecy. +238 1991 
I conceive therefore, that it might 


probably conduce to the enlargement of theſe 


uſeful Societies, and to engage the Prayers 
of good People in their behalt, to give ſome 


publick Account of their Conſtitution, De- 


ſign, and Orders; all which ha ve been ap- 
proved by divers eminent Divines: And 
among them, by our late moſt Reverend 
Primate Archbiſho Tillotſon; who, after 
| beir Orders, and the tri- 
fling objections that were made ire them 
by ſome perſons, declared it as his opinion 


publickly, and upon ſeveral occaſions, That 


theſe Societies were a ſupport to our Church; 
and ſurely they will not be aſhamed to ap- 
pear in publick, whereſoever the Chriſtian 


Religion does. 


AN p though there be ſome. little varia- 


tions in the Orders of ſome. of theſe Socie- 


ties from others, yet the ſubſtance of them 
is generally one and the ſame: In which 1 


beſeech the Holy Spicit to eſtabliſh 570 
| Sou 
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Soul engaged; therein, and to incline others 
to ye followers of them in that which is 
ooh l ol trees 1 N | 

9 Tu Ar we have abſolute need of Refor- 
mation, from the higheſt to the loweſt, and 
that it highly concerns us to ſet about it 
with ſpeed, are truths ſo maniſeſt, that 1 
need not ſtand to prove them to any perſon 
of ſerious and ſober thought. All ſuch muſt 
of neceſſity conclude with me, That unleſs 
it be effefted ſpeedily, we are undone. 

And I think-it will as little be queſtioned 
by ſober men, but that theſe Societies do 
very directly tend towards that defired ef- 
ſect: However, ſince ſome Objections have 
been made againſt them, we will now take 
them into conſideration. 


(17s Nie 


— 


„HA. | OT 
The chief Objeftions which have been 


| 

i made againſt theſe Societies conſi- 
2 | | . 

. dered, and anſwered by ſome of 
' their Members. 

{ 1. Hereas it has been objected, That 


VVthere is danger of Schiſm and 
| Difſention by their weekly Meeting, and 
« confe rring together about Religious Mat- 


| TR EN 
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Tnzy anſwer, 1. That they cannot con- 
ceive where this danger lies; ſince no per- 
ſons do more profeſſedly own the holy Doc- 
trine and Conſtitution of the Church of 
England than themſelves, deſiring always 
to be found in their practice agreeable there- 
unto: And that none de more ſincerely re- 
verence and eſteem the publick Miniſtry, nor 
more conſtantly and reverently attend upon 
the publick Ordinances; in the great eſteem 
of which (in ſubordination to the Glory of 


Dod, and their own and others Salvation) 


they have, at their own expence, ſet up 
daily Publick Prayers in many Churches, 
(after due leave obtained) and have pro- 
cured (through the aſſiſtance of ſeveral pious 
Divines) the benefit of weekly Communions 
in many Churches, which they frequent in 
great numbers. 8 
2. Fuar ſome of their Members had, 
by their examples, influenced ſeveral Diſ- 
ſenters to come to Church, and been a means 
of bringing ſeveral Anabaptiſts and Quakers 
to Baptiſm. 'That they had alſo been in- 
ſtrumental in preſerving from Popery ſeve- 
ral unſteady and wavering people, in the 
late rage of that ſpiritual Plague; and of 
reducing many licentious perſons to Holineſs 
of Lite. r | 
3. Tu Ar as all controverſial] points are 
forbidden by their Orders to be meddled 
with in their Conferences (becauſe they only 
defign to promote practical * 
5 their 


of thoſe practical eee of Holy Scripture, 
to which their Orders direct them, they have 
recourſe to Dr. Hammond's Expoſition, or 
ſome other Author recommended by their 
Miniſters. | 
4. Tu Ar it had in fact been verified for 


theſe twenty two years paſt, that it has been 
very rarely found that any Member of theſe 


Societies had left the munion of the 
Church of Exgland for any other. 

LasTLY, That leaving matters of fact, 
they did appeal to the ſentiments of all good 
People, V5.5 their reading of the Word 
of God, with the utmoſt orthodox Expoſi- 
tors, their Praying and finging Pſalms to- 
gether, with their exhorting, reproving, and 
encouraging one another in their ſpiritual 
warfare, have any tendency in reaſon, and 
in the nature of things, to make Schiſma- 
ticks: Or rather, whether any Church of 
Chriſt will not moſt certainly be the more 
eſtabliſhed and advanced by the conſcien- 
cious and general practice of ſuch holy Ex- 
erciſes. 

II. WntkEAs others have objected, That 
ill and deſigning men may get into theſe 
Societies, as Popiſh Emiflaries have into 
ſome others, and quite per vert their D 
how good ſoever in the firſt Inſtitution; to 
the prejudice of the Church. 

ary anſwer, 1. That their Orders for- 
bid the admittance of any perſon into their 
| N Societies 
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their aſſembling together) ſo in their reading 
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Societies (as a Member) who is not known Pe 
to ſome of the reſt, and who does not fre- M 
quent the publick Ordinances in that way of k 

Miniſtration which is by Law eftabliſhed : gi 
Which is a caution they uſe to prevent dif- ch 
ferences and diſorder, and effectually ex- by 
_ ſuch as are mentioned by the Ob- me 

born; 5 A 1511. 
1 2. Tu Ar they are ſo maniſeſtly ſtudious 18 


to comply with the Rules of the Church of at! 
England, and to yield a juſt obedience to 
' thoſe that are ſet over them in the Lord, 
that Fwy have been many times cenſured. as 
ouilty of rigid ſeverity, and uncharitableneſs 
towards Diſſent ing Proteſtants; which they 
muſt *likewiſe account an injurious treat- 
ment: Foraſmuch as they endeavour to ſhun 
all extremes, being defirous to practiſe Chriſ- 
tian Subjection without prejudice to Chriſ- 
tian Charity, SIT | Lab 
III. To thoſe who object, That by their GS 
reproving and admoniſhing thoſe they con- holy 
verſe with, and by their viſiting the Sick, 15 
and ſometimes praying with them, they do ble 
invade and intrude upon the Miniſter's Ot- fear 
fice : Be bans | 
THrxy reply, 1. That ſince they are com - 
manded of God, in any wiſe to reprove 2. 
their brother, and not to ſuffer fin upon ¶ on 
Him; and to exhort one another daily, leſt i them 
any be hardened by the deceitſuineſs of ſin ſtron 
they humbly conceive, that their Chriſtian that! 
Admonitions and Reproots can by ye 1 — great, 
Fe. ion Wt 


Objeftiow anſwered. 121 


Perſon. be. cenſured as an intruſion upon, the 
Miniſterial Function. BY 

Ta &r fince their Dotz of viſiting, the 

_ and adminiſtring to them, is one of 

nl 2m things which will be enquired into 

eir Lord and Saviour at the laſt Judg- 


e and ſince all People are commanded 


to pray for one another; they cannot account 
it an invafion upon the Minifter's Office, if 
at ſuch time as the Miniſter cannot be pteſent 
they uſe an approved form of Prayer ſuitable 
to the condition of the ſick Perſon (which 
they humbly conceive any Chriſtian Friend 
may and ought, upon requeſt, to do' for an- 
oth who by ſickneſs is difabled from do- 

g it Bent and in any caſe or manner 
bas this, they do not practiſe it. 

IV. To ſuch as ſuggeſt, that dere iv dan- 
ger of ſpiritual pride in theſe Societies, by 
their making a particular ang ſpecial profel- 
ſion of Religion, and being thought 1a07e 
boty hau others: they re ly, 

1. Tr AT they cannot think'it warranta- 
ble to omit"afy part of Chriſtian Duty ſor 
fear of ritual Pride, or or ſeemihg holier 
than others! Since then, forthe ſame Rea- 


ſon, they might omit the Whole 


2. THAT it is indeed a due ſenſe of tholr 
own and others 'infi. mities which ' induces 
them to unite into Societies, (fince two are 
ſtronger than one, many than few) knowing 
that the difficulties are very many, and very 
great, Which: they mult encounter in their 

ö Paſſage 
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Paſſage towards eternal Life: and that ſuch 
is the Degeneracy,.even of Chriitians in theſe 
latter days, that through the Profaneneſs of 
ſome, and the Lukewarmneſs and Cowar- 
dice of others, they ſhould but ſeldom meet 
with ſuch Converſation as is highly expe- 
dient for the keeping up a due Warmth and 
Life in ſiclsgal unge ; were it not for thoſe 
frequent Conſerences, and pious Exerciſes, 
which are (with good effect) ſet up by theſe 
—A³ if (cry 3 | 

V. WNEREASõ it is objected, That fince 
a Church of Chriſt is a Society of Chriſtian 
People; and that theſe Societies are erected 
in a reformed Church: That this is a So- 


ciety within a Society, and a refining upon 
a reſormed Church. 
To this they humbly replyyñʒ 

I. TA they have not yet. learnt, that 
the reading of God's Werd, and conferring 
on the practical points of Religion, in order 
to a more holy Converſation, hath at any 
time, by good Men, beep thought, prejudi- 
cial to the Church of Chriſt. On the con- 
trary, our beſt Divines recommend theſe 
things both from the Pulpit and the Preſs, 
- a8'the beſt Expedients to ſupport and adorn 
our reformed Church, and render it worthy 
of that venerable Name, 
2. Tu A” 7 they de not well underſtand 
what the Objector means by refining upon 
our reformed Church, If it be meant, that 
they pretend to reform her Doctrine, ot 


qu arrel 


f 
f 
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quarrel with her Government; they utter- 


ly diſclaim any ſuch Practice. But if it 
be meant, that they defire to refine and re- 
form themſelves and others, ſo as to come 
nearer to her Purity of Doctrine in their 
Practice, than ſome others do, who ſhelter 
their profane Lives under the pretence of her 
Holy Communion: They own this, and 


mult adhere to it, not doubting but they 


ſhall have the Prayers of all good People, 
that they may ſo do. 

VI. Wa ER EAS it is objected, That this 
Religious Converſation deſtroys Parochial 
Communion. It is humbly replied, That 
theſe Perſons do molt gladly embrace ſuch 
pious Society in their own Pariſh where it 
may be had, andeſteem it as a fingular Pri- 
vilege; and where it cannot be had there, 


their pious Conference elſewhere tends to 
produce-in them a much greater reſpect for 


the publick Miniſtry, and a higher value for 
all acts of Parochial Communion, and fits 
them for the more devout and profitable 
uſe of the publick Ordinances: And that 
they are by no Rule or Practice of theſe So- 
cieties eſtranged from their own Paſtars or 


Pariſhes; 


Urox the whole Matter therefore, they 
conclude ; That fince their Societies are nei- 
ther againſt the Word of God, nor, the Laws 
of Man; but manifeſtly conducive ro God's 
Glory, the Salvation of Men, and the pub- 


lick Intereſt of our Church and Nation. 
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And fince they have proved : very. beneficial 


to the Souls of the Members; and are agree- 
able to the primitive Practice of the beſt 
Chriſtians, ard tend ſo ditefly to revive 
ſomething of their primitive Purity and Zizal 
for Religion ; together with their Charity, 
and good Works: They humbly crave, that 
theſe Societies may be encouraged. by their 


Governors in Church and State, ſuitably to 


the ſpiritual and national Benefits. which 
may be reapt from them, 


*» — 


— 


CHAP. VIII. 


An Admonition 10 the Members of 
Theſe Societies. 


— 


AVING thus far deſcribed and vin- 


dicated theſe Societies, which I verily 


think for the moſt part ſincerely Religious: 
| now turn me to the reſpective Members of 
them, beſeeching them, even for the Honour 
of God and Goodneſs, that they deport 
themſelves ſo, that a ſincere lover of Reli- 
gion may with Honour plead for them, 
Lu me earneſtly entreat you, my moſt 


beloved Brethren, that, ye walk worm 0: 
0 


your ſpecial Profeſſion of Religion, an 


y our pious Undertakings, which are * of 
enen * Able 


t thoſe Societies. 
able in the Sight of God, and Angels, and 
. A | 
Ir will be expected from you, that you 
ſhew your ſelves exemplary in all the prac- 
tical Points of our holy Religion; ſuch as 
Purity, Patience, Humility, Temperance, 
Charity, Heavenly mindedneſs, and the like; 


becauſe this is the very end of your religious 


Aſſociations. O! be not wanting to gain 

our main Point: For indeed, not only thoſe 
who diſreſpect you, but even thoſe that wiſh 
you beſt, will be apt to aſk, What do ye 
more than others? Yea, as our great Lord 
and Mafter has done more for you, than for 
many others, he will (as a righteous Judge) 

ut that very Queſtion to you at the lalt 
by, as-we find it proceeding from his own 
Lips, Mat. v. 7. 

A . t. the real Diſciples of Chriſt, do 
abundantly more for their Maſter than Pub- 
licans, and the unregenerate Part of the 
World. They have much forgiven them by 
God, and they love him much, They hare 
received mu-h, and they make ſuitable Im- 


provements and Returns. They are born of 


God, and they live to him. They have 
Treaſures in Heaven, and their Hearts are 
there, So that if you are fincere in your 
Pretenſions, you will lire like that peculiar 
People, who are choſen to eu forth the 
Praiſes of him, who hath called you out of 
Darkneſs into his marvellous Light.. 
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CoNs DER, my Brethren, God hath en- 
truſted his Honour with you in a very ſpe- 
cial Manner. And jf you fall into Sin, your 
Defaults will wound the Repute of Religion, 
more than the Follies of many others. If 
you grow looſe, or but remiſs and lukewarm 
towards ſacred things, the Lovers of Sin 


will triumph, not only over you, but over 
Religion itſelf, 


I cANNoT therefore do you a more valu- 


able Kindneſs, than to call upon you. to 
keep ſtrictly to your Holy Purpoſes and 
Rules, and to mind you to embrace them 
with a Vigor like that of your firſt Love. 
You have run well hitherto, you have born 
a faithful'Teſtimony againſt all Impiety and 
para ity s and God hath. directed your 
Steps by his Grace and Wiſdom, ſo that 
you have not given occaſion to the Enemies 
of Virtue to ſpeak reproachfully of you, or 
of it. O be not weary of well. doing ye 
a reap ſpeently, if ye faint not. You have 


but a little while longer to bear the Burden. 


and the Heat of the Day; and your Maſter's 
Eye is upon you all the while you labour in 
his Vineyard, and will Rezward every one of 
oi according to your Works, 

Wa 1Lsr you keep firm to your Religious 
Purpoſes, you will be ſupported by the Pray- 
ers and Suffrages of all good People, and the 
Clearneſs of your own Conſciences will chear 
you in the moſt adverſe Circumſtances; and 


what's above all, the Power and Conſola- 
tion 


an S. 7 


* 
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tion of the Holy Ghoſt will ſuſtain you in 
every Condition, and your End will be glo- 
rious. Whereas, on the contrary, if you fink 
and [were 8 our good Beginnings, you 
will be the Gp of good People, the Scoff 
of the Wicked, the Contempt of the World, 

and a Terror to your ſelves in all your ſeri 
ous Hours, 2 in the Days of Trou- 


ble, and of Sickneſs, and Death : And alas! 


ye will be for ever pierced by the moſt diſ- 
12 Regret, and Self-condemnation, and be 
the Sport of Fan Devils to all Eter- 


„ pac rains my Brethren, be. 224- 
dos affected always in good matters; 
withdraw 10 your hand from the plough ; 
but conteng. carne 10 or that Crown of 
Rightegy neſs, W 8 prepared for them 
5 DAL love God. Let the glorious Kin gdom 

. Lord Telus Chriſt fit your Hearts and 
and then ye, will pour a. juſt Con- 

— upon the vain things of this World, 
which invite, but "cannot treat a rational 
Soul with tolerable Satisfaction. We are 
ehe by the ſacred Word of God, to ex- 
pect 4a day, in which the heavens 21H} 


paſs away with a great noiſe, and the ele- 


ments will melt with fervent” Beat, and 
the earth and all its furniture be burnt 
up. Then will the whole ſcene of viſible 
things be ſhifted ; and Heaven and Hell 
will divide all the inhabitants of the earth. 
O Sirs! let us live. as oy, becomes ſuch a 

falk: 
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faith: Since we expect ſuch things, let us 


by ſuitable effects convince theTnfidel World, 


LET us often think, What a glory it will 


o 1 


be, to be embraced and owned by our im- 


mortal and illuſtrious King, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; to be acknowledged as his approved 
Servants, to be embraced as his beloved 
Friends, and to be glorffied as his adopted 
Brethren; as thoſe that have followed him in 
the Regencratjion, This is the honour," the 
glory, the bliſs of Man. It is worthy-of all 


the care, ſweat, and ſufferings that we can 


1 


ſuſtain in the purſuit of it. And this is the 
great, the ſure, and the near recompence of 


all the faithful followers of the Lamb. 


Bx ſure therefore, my Brethren, that ye 
walk in his bleſſed ſteps, particularly thoſe 
of his humility and meekneſs. If the lea ven 


of pride be found in you, it will corrupt all 


your other doings, and render you and your 


works hateful in the fight of God. This 
root of bitterneſs is apt to take place in our 


hearts; and ye can never be too careful to 


. weed it out, nor too earneſt in exalting the 
ſweet and comely grace of ' humility. And 
if ye are meek, gentle, and patient towards 


all Men, ye will obtain many triumphs over 
the ſpirits of Men by your ſubmiſſion, which 
would be e by contempt. | 

In a word, be very,careful to anſwer your 


holy character, and be religious indeed. Be 
as ſubmiſſive” as ye have been to thoſe that 


bave 


to theſe Societies. 


129 
; | - have the rule over ou, particularly to thoſe 
l who truly watch for your ſouls : Walk in 


'Love one to another, as more than common 
l Brethren; keep up to the Chriſtian purity, 
regular zeal, fervent devotion, and an un- 
s blameable converſation; and then the face 
1 of God will be towards you here, till at laſt 
I it be opened to you in a rapturous eternal 
| viſion, through his beloved Son; Amen, 
n Amen. eee 
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e Directions for Religious Conference, 
ſe with Prayers for the Uſe. of Re- 
- ligious Societies, and upon other 
* Occaſions. | 
11S 4 | | | 

ur Premiſe, that it may be very expedient, 


to 1 and what would much promote the pious 
ne deſign of theſe Societies; that an orthodox 
nd WW and pious Miniſter ſhould be choſen by each 
rds ociety, as the Director and Viſiter of, it : 
ver who may frequently be preſent at their Af- 
ch I ſemblies, to preſerve order, excite zeal, and 

| reſolve doubts. | LOTT nt 
Tur 18s would obviate many objections 
concerning them, and would greatly benefit, 
1 cCountenance 
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| 
| countenance, and recommend ſuch Aſſem- F 
| blies; and this is now generally ufed, |. a 
| Tuis Director may be choſen every 
1 year (when the Stewards are) by majority 
. of votes, no manner of {allary or reward be 
1 ing to be allowed on this account; and 
{ when he is preſent, it will be his proper 
place to pray with the Society. 
[ TEE members of the Society are often 
to mind one another, to be very punctual 
to their hour of meeting, and to wave leflerÞ 
occaſions that tend to divert them from com- 
ing to it, And when a competent Number | 
4 of them are met; one of the Stewards, (iff 
| the Director be abſent) or any other perſonlif 
defired, may begin the conference thus IM 


f | [All ſtanding up.] 
| | 
| 


M y Brethren, we are commanded of 
God, That our communication be ſuch as 
tends to the edifying of one gnother ; and 
ſuch as miniſters grace to the hearers, Eph 
| iv. 29. And we find the ſpirit of God com- 
* mending the education of Timothy, That 
| from a child he had known the Holy Scrip-\ 

rures, awhich were able to make him wiſel 
unto ſalvation, thro faith which is in} 
Feſus Chriſt, 2 Tim. iii. 15. Let us there- 
tore endeavour at this time toedify one ano 
ther in the things of God, with the greateſt 
humility of mind, and the tendereſt bowels 
of Chriſtian Charity. For indeed, here 
ꝓithal ſpall a young man cleanſe his way, 
bus 
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but by taking beed. thereto according to the 
zvord: of God? Pſal. exix. 9. And that it 


may pleaſe God to inſtruct aur minds tg: 


in at this time, and:to direct out hearts and 
hives thereby; Let us now put up our pray- 
ers to God, (who is the giver of all grace, 
and the author of all good) to accompli ſh 
this holy work in every one of us, by his 
Holy Spirit, for the ſake of Feſtts Chriſt, 
his Son our Saviour. OX 


Ten the Steward may devontly repeat 
theſe three Collects. | All Rneeling. | 


PRRVENT us, O Lord, in all our doings 
with thy moſt gracious favour, and further 
us with thy continual help; that in all our 
works begun, continued, and ended in thee, 
we may glorify thy holy Name, and finally 
by thy mercy obtain everlaſting life, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Bord. All, Amen. 


O uos r bleſſed Lord! who haſt cauſed 
all holy Scriptures to be written for our learn- 
ing ; grant that we may in ſuch wiſe hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly di- 


geſt them; that by patience and comfort of + 


thy holy Word, we'may embrace, and ever 
hold faſt the bleſſed hope of everlaſting 
Life, which thou haſt given. us in thy Son, 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


0 Gon) 
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. O Gov !:foraſmuch as without thee we 
are not able to pleaſe tbee; mercifully grant, 
4 that thy holy Spirit may in all things di- 
f | rect and rule our era wt thro” e Ghri 
1 our Lord. Amen. 
| 


| | Then all Ain 510 ſeating ohetefelves 
1 in their places, the Stewards may 
read one of the chapters ſet down in 
the tenth Order; reſting ſo long at 
the end of every verſe, that any one 
way have an opportunity to make any 


2 Xx 


—— 
60 
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of an approved Expoſition on the 
Holy Scriprure, or on the. Ca techiſim, 
may be rend. And in order to à more 
adviſed Conference upon the moſt im- 
' portant duties of our holy Religion; 
the Steward (in the abſence of the 
Director) may, at the cloſe of every 
weekly, Aſſembly, propoſe one of the 
| Following Subjects to be diſconrſed 1 p- 
ö on at their: ne Gene, via. 2 
| 


— 


a Aa —— — 


. aa 2 IT 
4 - 2K 4 4 


413 


” quired, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 6 


a required, Mark vii. 34. 
3. Faith in our Lord e Chritt, Mark 
XVI. 16. | 

4. Evangelical RipudBioc; 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
5. Effectual Converfion to God, Acts 
davi, 218 


6, Truſt 


ſerions remark upon it. Or ſome part 


1. Tn. F. tes of Self xainination re- 


2. The Duty of Self. W and Self. 


24. 
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6. Truſt in God, 1 Tum. vi. 17. 
7- Mortification, Naum. vili. 1. Gal. v. 


8. Hamlity, Eph. ii. 2. 


9. Chriſtian Hope, wi Foy = | hat] 


10. Cheiſtian Charity, 1 Cor. xiii, r. Ge. 
J the Love of God, Mark xii, 


And the Love of Men, Ver. 31. 
8 m Almſdeeds, Mar. vi. r, 2, 3, 4. 
. Contentment, Phil. iv. 11. 
ant Juſt-dealing, 1 Theſ: i iv. 6 
14. Government of the Tongue, Mat. xii. 
36, 37+ 
0 Prayer and Praiſe; 1 Zim. ii. r, 
16. Chaſtity, Mat, v. 27, 28. 
17. Temperance, 1 Cor. ix. 25. 
18. Patience, 1 Pet. ii. 20, 21, Sc. 
Meekneſs, Tt. iii. 2. 
19. The publick Worſhip of God, Pſal. 
xlii. 2, 4. 
20. Heavenly-mindedneſs, Col. iii. 1, 2. 


een of the World, Gal. vi. 


4 


my 


24; Family-Dufies, Jaſb. xxiv. 15. - 
Or Religious Houſhold Government, 
Acts x. 2. 


23. Subjection to Magiſtrates, Titus iii. I. 


24. Peace- making, Mat. v. 9—. 
25. Of Reproof, Lev. xix. 17. 


26. Sanckit) ing che Lord's Day, Num. 25 


62, Ce. 


21. Of Chriſtian Puplence, . x. 16. 


27. Growing 


wm 
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27. Growing in Grace, 2 Per. iii. 18. 

28. Improvement of Opportunities of do- 
ing and receiving Good, Acts x. 38. 

29. Duty of Parents and Children towatde 


each other, Eph: vi. 1, 2, 3, 4. 


30. Of the Husband and Wite, Eph. v. 
22, to the End. 0 
31. Of Maſters and Servants, Ebb. vi. A 


6, 7, 8, 9. 


32. Of People to their Paſtors, Zeb. xili. 
17. 

33. Of preparing for, and watching | in, 
the Performance of all Religious Exerciſes, 
Heb. xii. 28, 29. 

34. The Duty of Chriſtians to Enemies, 
Rom. xii. 1, 1 18. 19, 20, 21. 

35. Of endeavouring the Converſion and 
Salvation of others, 1 77171 ii. 31 4. 

36. The Senſe of God's Ornnipreſence, 
Pal. cxxxix. 

37. Of reading the holy Scriptures, Deut. 
vi. 6, 7, 8, 9. 2 Tim. iii. 1. 

38. Of lenden, 1 Tim. iv. 15. 

39. Of Circumſpection, or Wardulnele, 
Mat. xxiv. 42, 43, c. 

40. Of Perſeverance, Rev, ii. 10. Sud 
Ver. 24. 


Tnksx are duties of the greateſt import 


| ance, and are all ſuited to the rules of theſe 


Societics. -And'l have kept to the Num 
ber 40, that I might aſſign one diſtinct ſub 
Je of en for every weekly conference 


4 Lo : 
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in the year, reſerving the diſcourſe of x2 of 
| them to be ſpent upon the ſubject of the 
Lord's Supper, which every member is ob- 
J liged, by the orders of the Society, to receive 
(where he may with conveniency) twelve 

f times in the year. + 
Trvs every perſon knowing for a whole 
„ | © week before, what will be the ſubject of the 
' diſcourſe at the next Conference, may the 
of better prepare for it by ſuitable reading, 


meditation, 'and prayer, 


n, AND thus the chiefeſt parts of Chriſtian 
8, Duty will be confidered and gone thorough 
.every year, to the great increaſe of know- 
es, ledge and 8 | | 0 

-' Note, Tur every Perſon is chiefly to 


nd bend his diſcourſe to farther the N of 


every Duty, and to promote Holineſs of 

ce, ii e 9 
Ap it will be expedient, that no Per- 

ut: ſon ſpeak above three or four ſentences, 


without a convenient pauſe, to give room to. 
others to ſpeak their mind. And in cafe of 
eſs, fl filence, he may proceed, but with the fame 
| caution. | 

ANp at the time of Conference, one of 
the Stewards (in the abſence of the Director) 
may propoſe the following Queſtions, for 
the ſake of method ; and that every one's 
Diſcourſe may be the more directly practi- 
cal, vis. when the duty to be ſpoken to is 
named, the Steward may ſay, 22 


* 


I. Queſt, 


1 30 Directions for 


I. Queſt. Wa RR EI conſiſts the. cate 
of this duty? 
II. Queſt. Wa Ar ditectione do you pro- 
paſs! in order. to make the practice of it more 
ute, and more eaſ | 
III. Wa Ar 3 do any of 
you find in the practice of it? 
IV. Waar motives, may encourage our 
practice of chis duty. and our porierenitce 
in it ? 
'- Ix the time permits, ſuch moti ves as 
theſe may be toucht upon, v8. 
1. TRE Authority of God ee 
2. THE Goodneſs of God, promiſing 
both to aſſiſt and reward the Piligent. tal 
3. The Terribleneſs of God's Threat- 
bah and the Examples of his Wrath ſome- 
times ſeen upon, Earth, and the Dreadfulneſs 
of the everlaſling Vengeance of an Almighty 
God, in the Fierceneſs of his Wrath in the 
other World. 
4 Taz Excellency of the Duty itſelf. 


5. Taz Examples, of good Men, Who 


Nate one. before us in the Ways of God. 

6. Tux bleſſed Reſt and 959 of a good 
Conſcience; and the previous Hell of a bad 
one. 

Tu ks general Heads may be the Method 
of Diſcourſe upon any Duty at the weekly 
Conference. 

Tax Conference being ended, one of the 


Stewards may read ſome of the following 


Sentences, 


an 
in 
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Sentences, and the Admonition, to raiſe 


and engage every Soul to Faith and, Fervency 
in Prayer. 4 w 


; * 2 
SL 


DHA P. Kb 
Devotions ſuited to ſuch. Religious 


ere 
| $7* $54 12 o . if 
. Sentences. . 


Go D is annals to be Fauna in the Af: 

ſemblies of his Saints; and to be had 

in Reverence by all that are abour Vim, 
Piel Ixxxix. 7. 

60D is 4 righreous Tape, ſtrong nad 

patient; and God is leer og _— 
Pal. vii. 2. 

GOD will bring every: Wark into 


| Fuagment, with every ſecret thing, whe- 


ther it be good, or whether 7 be evil, 
Eccleſ. xii. 14. 

HE that hiderb his Sins foal wot pro- 
ſper : but he that confeſſeth and forſaketh 
them, ſball have Mercy, Prov. xxviii. x3: 

IF any Man ſinueth, we have an Advo- 
cate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the 


Righteous; and he 1s the AO" Jor 


our Sins, 1 John ii. 1, 2. 


0 come, 
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i 


O come, let us worſhip, and fall downg, 
771 kneel before the Lord our Maker, 
ſal. ix. 5, 6. erent: 


Y 


The Admonition before Prayer, to 


be read by the Steward, (in the 
Director's Abſence) if the time 
will permit, 


M X Brethren, ſince our gracious God has 


promiſed to be preſent, where Zo or 
Three are gathered together in his Name, 
Mat. xviii. 20. Let us duly conſider what 
an awful thing it is to draw nigh unto God; 
even to him who is ale to ſave or deſtroy 


116 for ever, Luke xii. 3. To him who ſees 


2 Sam, vi. 7. Uzzah. Numb. xvi. 35. 


our very Hearts and ſecret Thoughts, and 
who hath ſtruck ſome: Perſons dead in the 


Place, when they ſong ht him not in due Or- 
Aer. Lev. x. I, 2. As Nadab and Abihu, 


.Corah, and many others, 1 Sam. vi. 19. 


Bur we have a perfect and acceptable 


High Prieſt, the Lord Zeſus Chriſt, Heb. 
vii. 26, who will perfect and preſent our 


Petitions" to bis Father, and our Father, 
— xx. 1). if we devoutly and ſincerely 


ſerve him; And through this nee and liv- 
ing Way we may approach to the Throne 


> 


of Grace with an humble Boidneſs, Heb. x. 
19, Wherefore let us gird up the Loins of 
; 0 | our 


'Thi 
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our Mind, and-rouze up our drowſy Aﬀecs 8 


tions, and watch over our deceitful Hearts 
4 0 1, 6. Let us pray in Faith and in 
Zharity, with Fervency and Humility ; 
1 T 7m. ii. 8. confidering that our preſent 
and future Happineſs depends upon our pre- 
railing in Prayer; let us therefore beſeeck 
God to aſſiſt us in this great Duty with his 
holy, Spirit, Rom. viii. 26, and thereby to 
help. our Infirmities; and that he woul 

graciouſly accept our unworthy; Perſons and 


whom he hath ordained to he a High Prie 


for ever, to make. Interceſſion for us, He 
vii. 25. Amen. „ 


Performances, thro' his Son Tzsvs 7 


* 
a WE: 


Let us ry... 


Then all devoutly kneeling, they may 


Join in this Confeſſion of Sin. 


LMIGHTY God! Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; Maker of all 
Things; Judge of all Men: We acknow- 
ledge and bewail our manifold Sins and 
Wickedneſſes, which we from time to 
time moſt grievouſly have committed, in 
Thought, Word, and Deed, againit thy 
Divine Majeſty ; provoking moſt juſtly 
thy Wrath and Indignation againſt us. 
We 


9. 


* 


——— — - 
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T4o Devotion ſuited 7 
We do earneſtly deſire to repent, and to 
be heartily ſorry for theſe our Miſdoings: 


The Remembrance of them is grievous 


unto us, the Burden of them ĩs ĩntole rable. 

Jave Mercy upon us, have Mercy. upon 
us, moſt, merciful Father! for thy Son 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, forgive us 
all that is paſt. And grant chat we may 
on 'hereatter ſerve and pleaſe thee in 

ewneſs of Life: To the Honour and 


Glory of thy Name, Raroygh Jeſus Chrill 
our Lord. Amen. 


UR Father, which art in Hea- 
ven, hallowed be thy Name: 

« Thy Kingdom come : Thy Will be 
e done in Earth, as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this Day our Daily Bread: 
And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we 


40 


e forgive them that Treſpals againſt us: 


And lead us not into Temptation; 
< but deliver us from Evil: For thine is 
ee the Kingdom, the Power, and the 
. Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


8 


. Den the Seward alone may ſay : ; 


LMIGHTY | and Everlaſting 
God, who hateſt nothing that 
Hou haſt made ; ; and doſt forgive the 


Sins 
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Sins of all them that are penitent 3 


Vouchſafe to create and make in us new 
and contrite Hearts, that we duly la- 
menting our Sins, - and acknowledging 
our Wretchedneſs, may obtain of thee, 
the God of all Mercy, pette& Remiſſion 


and Forgiveneſs, through en on. 
our Lord. AO. Ts; 


Here may flow rhe. Coles 2 Ny 
Day: And ſuch other Collects in 


_ the Cee as hg be ſuit- 
a | 


Then all riſing... 


Stew. Glory be to the Father, Ec. 

All. As it was in the,: &. b. N 

Stew: Praiſe ye the Lord. | 

All. 75 ve; Lord's Nuawe. be  proifed.". 

N Ty 

T, ben the Steward may rod the follow: 
ing Admonition to the Praiſe: 
Cod, before the fonging of: a Ki ets 
F time will . and 


E ＋ vs confder; * Balg 1 
cauſe we have to praiſe, God, Pal. 

c. 3. He is the Author of our Being; the 
Fountain 


nge Devotions ſuited to 
Fountain of: dur Mercies; the God 
our Life and of our Salvation. O 
praiſe the infinite Goodneſs of God, why 
made us little lower than the Angels in 
the State of our Creation, Pſal. viii. 5. 
yea, ho hath ſhewn to us fallen Men, 
more Compaſſion than to the fallen An- 
gels: For they are reſerved in everlaſÞ. 
ing Chains of Darkneſs, to the Fudgment 
'of the great Day, Jude 6. whillt we have 
the Offers of eternal Redemption. And 
it pleaſes God to fit Men daily for his 
nearer Preſence in the Work ot Sanctifi- 
cation, 2 Cor. v. 5. whilſt Devils are 
wholly given up to their malicious Per- 
verſeneſs. | | 
LI tus conſider, 'that Man was made 
by God to'be.the Mouth of the dumb 
Creatures in the Praiſes of their Creator: 
Man is to be the High Prieſt of the lower 
Creation, to offer up a divine Service for 
the Whole Congregation of ſublunary Be- 
„„ TN angs 
r us remember, that Man's Tongue 
is bis Glory, Pſal. lvii. 8. a very wonder- 
ful and peculiar Gift of God to Men. 
Let us ſay therefore with the holy 
Pfalmiſt, Iwill greatly praiſe the Lord 
5 100 0 fins. 507 2 253 with 


DES ras 


- 
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ith my Moth ; yen, I dvi pre ſe bim 
among the Multitude, Pſal: cix. 30. 

Lr us obſerve, with what Cheerful- 
neſs the very Birds tune their pleafanc 
Notes to the Praiſe of their Maker, after 


their Capacity. They have n ftore- 


houſe nor barn, Mat. vi. 26. and know 
not where they All find the text mouth- 
ful of Meat; * how pleaſant are they! 
And how void of Murmurs or Sullen- 
neſs! 
FINAT 1 v, Let us conſider, "that by 
prailing God now, we learn how to vai 
God in Heaven, This will 'bethe Work 
and Happineſs of that State of Glory, 
Rev. xix. 1. Let us therefore join our 
ſincere Praiſes in the Church below, to 
thoſe 'miote JOE Hale li nhs of the 
Saints Abbye. It is ſaid, Reb. Af. 3 
That none eee their Vong, but 
thoſe that were \redeented' from the Uerth, 
From which we may note, that true 
Hotineſs Is that Which Will fit us for the 
Son s of Heavę 
i the fore! row Aten I. our 
"Aon to che pis ben Pitch, (Aid ſo 
ling ths” 'Pfalles"'6f God in Heart and 
Spirit, "that? e ld Saints may" Join 
: WY #1; Wit 


144 eren en ſuited 1 70 


with us now, and we with how for 1 
mare Anen. | 5 


* 


2 500 a Pſalm. may be 5 rk al Hand- 
. ing up in this dae Wr of divine 
p. 


. Then may. 1 A the Apolile's' 
| Crecd. 
ce I Believe in God, the Father Al- 
= I mighty, 
« Earth: And in Jeſus Chriſt his only 
< only Son our Lord; who was conceiv- 
ce ed by the Holy Ghoſt : Born of the 
7i Virgin Mary: "Suffered under Pontius 
& Pjlate; was crucified, dead and bu- 
„ ried : He deſcended. into Hell: The 
Third Day he roſe again from the 
25 Dead: He aſcended. into Heaven, and 
Le ſitteth on the Right Hand of God the 
1 = Father Almighty: From [thence he 
{ hall come to judge the Quick and the 
14 * Dead. if 2 
1 4 believe. in the aly Ghoſt. : the 
1 ce holy Catholick Church 5805 Cammy- 
1 « nion of Saints; che Forgiveneſs of 
7 00 Sins; the Reſurrection of the . 
| « and the Life everlaſting, "Amen. 


All . 


Maker of Heaven and, 


- Ws 
— 
* 


- 
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All; Lord, we believe; help thou our 


Unbelief. 


Then all kneeling. After the Collect 
for Trinity-Sunday, be Steward 
may proceed in Prayer for the So- 


ciety, which may alſo be uſed in 4 


private Familiy. 


(7) Mott holy and bleſſed God The 


Creator, Governor, and judge of 
all: Who hateſt Falſhood and Hypocriſy, 


4 


and wilt not accept the Prayer of feigned 


Lips: But haſt promiſed to ſhew Mercy 
to ſuch as turn unto thee by true Faith 
and Repentance : Vouchſafe, we pray 
thee, to create in us clean and upright 
Hearts, thro* an unfeigned Faith in thy 
Son our Saviour. 'To us indeed belong- 
eth Shame and Confuſion of Face: We 
are not worthy to litt up our Eyes or 
Voice towards Heaven : Our Natures are 
depraved, and our Ways have been per- 
verſe before thee. O!] let not. thy Wrath 
riſe againſt us, leſt we be conſumed in a 
Moment; but let thy merciful Bowels 
yearn over us, and vouchſafe to puriſy and 
pardon us, thro? thine All ſufficient Grace 


and 
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thy Commandments. And make us to 
| look carefully to all our Ways, that we 


thy holy Name may be blaſphemed, or 


1465 Devotions ſuited to 
and Mercy in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
ſince it inks pleaſed. thee to offer him up 
as a Sacrifice for Sinners, vouchſafe, we 
beſeech thee, to cleanſe us from all Ini- 
quity, thro' his Blood. We believe that 


that come to thee by him; and we do 
earneſtly deſire to embrace him as our 
Prince and Saviour: O! give us Re- 
pentance and Remiſſion of Sio through 
his Name. All we, like Sheep have gone 
aſtray, eyery one in his own way; good 
Lord, reduce us into thy Fold, through 
this great Shepherd of Souls; and be 
pleaſed to lay on him the Iniquity of 
us all. 

AND as we have much to be forgiven, 
be pleaſed to incline our Hearts. to love 
thee much, who forgiveſt Iniquity, Tranſ- 
greſſion, and Sin. Give us that Faith 
which worketh by Love, and ſuch Love 
as will conſtrain us to have regard to all 


may never again do any thing whereby 


thine Authority deſpiſed. 
G1 v + us the deepeſt Humility, with- 
out which we can never be accepted of 
| thee, 


5 
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thee, our infinitely: condeſceriding God: 
Make us continually to tread in the Steps 
of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour; being 
of a meek and quiet Spirit, always influ- 
enced by the higheſt Love of thee our 
God, and by the moſt charitable Diſpo- 
ſitions towards all Men. | 
VovcnsAarsz'to indue us with the 
ſaving Knowledge of ſpiritual things, 
n that we may receive all thy Truths in 
'© the Love of them, in all Patience, Purity, 
d Juſtice, Temperance, Godlineſs, and 
h Brotherly Kindneſs ; that we may adorn 
de our holy Profeſſion, and reſemble the 
of Divine Goounels: of thee our heavenly” 
Father, 


en, AND ſince we are not only weak and 
We frail, but corrupt and ſinful ; vouchſafe, 
n = 


« Lord, to keep us by the Power of 
hine holy Spirit, that we may not fall 
o From our avowed Stedfaſtneſs in all 
all nriſtian Duty. Preſerve us from all 
he Sin and Vanity to which our Age, 
ondition, and Nature is prone, and to 
hich the Devil and this World may at 

or Any time tempt us. 
GTLO RH, good God, thy Strength 
our Weakneſs, thy Grace in our Pol- 
tion, and thy Mercy in our Salvation. 
| G 2 May 
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May our holy Religion be grounded and 
ſettled in our Hearts; that out of the 

ood Treaſure of a gracious Heart, our 

Speech may be Savoury, and our Con- 

15 verſation Exemplary; and that we may 

ö be fruitful in all good Works, even to 

our old Age, and to our laſt Day. 


1 Fir us, we pray thee, for every State 
1 of Life into which thy Providence ſhall 
=  caſtus; proſper our lawſul Undertak- 


ings ; preſcrve us Night and Day; and 
prepare us for a hopeful Death, and a 
1 bleſſed Eternity. 
4 B E pleaſed, we beſcech thee, to bleſs 
x all thoſe Societies, who in Truth apply 
their Hearts to thy Service and Glory; 
we pray thee be pleaſed to ſtrengthen, 
eſtabliſh, and ſettle both them and us in 
thy Faith, Fear, and Love. a 
Lr nothing in this World diſcourage 
us from the Purſuit of thoſe holy Pur- 
poſes, which thy Spirit has at any time 
put into our Hearts and Minds. Burt 
make us all faithful to thee our avowed 
God, and our deſired Portion, even un- 
to Death; that we at laſt (with thy 
4 whole Church) may be Partakers of that 6 
if eternal Life and perfect Bliſs, which} I 
uk thou haſt promiſed, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
| | thy -- 
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thy only. begotten Son, our only Media- 
tor and Redeemer. Amen. 2 


* . a _Y 


— 


Mc at. 


— 


A General Interceſſion. 
4 LMIGHTY God, whoſe King- 


dom and Power is univerſal ; 
vouchſafe, we pray thee, to defend and 


proſper thy whole Church; and fo diſ- 


pole the Heart of thy Servant George our 
King and Governour, that he may ever 
ſeck thy Honour and Glory. And grant 
to his whole Council, and to all in Au- 
thority under him, that they may truly 
and indifferently miniſter Juſtice, to the 
ſuppreſſing of thoſe Vices which reign 
amongſt us, and to the teviving of true 


Religion and Concord. And grant that 
all our Biſhops and inferior Paſtors, may 


be effectually illuminated by the Know- 
ledge of thy Word, that by their holy 


Lives, and ſound Doctrine, they may 
convert many to Righteouſneſs. 

Ap to all the People of theſe Nati- 
ons, be pleaſed; to give thy heavenly 


Grace, that they may live in thy Faith 


and Fear, in Obedience to Autho- 


G3 rity, 
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rity, and in Godly Love towards each 0 
e „ eee e a 
\ FiNALLY, we recommend to thy 1. 
Fatherly- Goodneſs, all thoſe that are t 
afflicted in Mind, Body, or Eſtate, e- CC 
ſpecially ſuch as ſuffer tor Righteouſneſs 
Sake. O Lord, relieve them according 1 #/ 
to their ſeveral Neceſſities, | give them 7 
Patience under their Sufferings, and a f. 
bhuappy Iſſue out of all their Afflictions; 
all which we beg in the Name and Me- 1 
Fi diation of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. F 
Amen. | $ ATT ft 
Dre 
Y alt ain i: n: nin 1-500 orion? t 
a „ uni ibn 
i A Thankſgiving hot bo. 
1 J MOST merciful God, the Father t 
5 _ # of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, che ne- 
k hauſtible Fountain of Goodneſs, we hum-⸗ = 
1 bly ptaiſe thy Name for all thy Mercies J 
vouchſafed to ns: We praiſe thee, that [+ 
15 thou mad'ſt us reaſonable Creatures; that | 
we were born' in a Chriſtian Land ; and 'I 
{ that we were early brought into thy gra- * 


cCiͤous Covenant, We bleſs thee for all 4 
A 'the Advantages of our Education - for t 
. all the Benefits of good Examples, * 
OL 
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of ſeaſonable Counſel and Reproof: For 


all the Comfort we have had in any Re- 


lation, Friend, or Enjoyment, and for 
the comfortable Uſe of all thy good 
Creatures. 


W = praiſe thee for all the-Benefits of 


_ AMi&ion ; for thy merciful Support in 


Trouble, and thy gracious Deliverances 


from any Evil. 


Wa bleſs thy Name for our preſent 
Health, for our neceſſary Food, for our 
peaceable Habitations, and for that Mca- 


ſure of outward'things which thy Bounty 


hath' diſpenſed to us. 
Bur above all, we bleſs and praiſe 


thy Name now, (and: deſire to magnity 


thy Mercy for ever) for our Redemption 


by the Blood of thy beloved Son; and 


that thou haſt ordained Means of: eter- 


nal Life through him. 


WVðũ praiſe thee: for thy Covenantiof 


| 13k and Peace; for thy Word and Sa- 
craments; for the Operations of thine 


holy Spirit, and for any Evidence or 


Hope of thy Favour towards us, who 
are leſs than the leaſt of thy Mercies. 


Ws bleſs thee, good God, for thy Pa- 


tience towards us, for thy Calls to us, 


G 4 and 
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and for thy great Pity and Compaſſion 
to ſuch unworthy Creatures. 
SET home, we beſeech the, a due and 


conſtant Senſe of theſe and all thy Mer- 
_ cies upon our Hearts, and make us all to 


live to the Praiſe of thee (the God of our 
Mercies) all our. Days, through Jefus 


_ - Chriſt our Lord; to whom with thee, 


and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Bleſſing, 
Honour, Glory and Power aſcrib'd by 
Angels and Men for evermore. - Amen. 


Then all flanding up, the following Ex- 


bortation to Humility may be Read. 


F Y Brethren, fince the great God 
1 doth often aſſure us in his holy 


Word, That be will reſiſt the Proud, but 
give Grace to the Humble, James iv. 6. 
1 Pet. v. 5. Let ns conſider, that our 
Undertaking, though never ſo good, will 


fail and come to nought, except we be 


truly and deeply Humble, Luke xiv. 11. 


Indeed it cannot be otherwiſe, becauſe 
the prond Perſon quits his reliance on 
God, to reſt in himſelf ; which is to ex- 


change a Rock for a Reed. 


Aras! What are we, poor empty 


Nothings? Gen. xxxii. 10. Yea, what is 


Vorſe, 


an — 


. 


hoy 


— od ” — - 


6 l 
* A = 3 


in the Heſb. 
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worſe; condemned, , periſhing MG en 
We have perhaps Underſtanding now, 
but God can ſoon turn it into Madneſs, 
Dan. iv. 42. We may have ſome Attain- 
ments in Grace, but ſpiritual Pride will 
. wither all, and ſoon reduce us to a very 
prolligate and wretched State, Ia. Ixvi. 2. 
Such as we have ſeen others tumble into, 
who have begun in the Spirit, and ended 
What bave we that we 
bave not received? 1 Cor. iv. 79. And 
Which he that gave it, may not as ſoon 
take away ? 

';W= that are wg in Years, and 
younger in Grace, 1 Tim, iii. 6. are in 
Danger of Sclf-conceit, and of being put- 
fed up; which is a Quick. land, in which 
thouſands have been ſwallowed up and 
periſh'd. It is not in vain, that the 
Apoſtle requires, That young Men be ex- 
-herted:. to. be. fober minded, Tit. ii. 6. 
Prov. xvi. 18. which he elſewhere ex- 
plains, when he ſays, Let no Man think 
;of himſelf more highly than he ought to 


think, but to el ſoberly, Rom. xii. 3. 


= TS dot.” 
By Fride the 1 fell from Heaven, 
1 Tim. 11.6. And it ever we climb up to 
* bleſſed 8 Seats from which they are 
0 G 5 tall'n, 
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fall*n, it muſt be by the gracious Steps of 


' Humility and Lowlineſs of Mind, Late 
'xviii. 14. Wherefore let him that” think- 


eth he Randeth, take heed left he fall, 
1 Cor. x. 1 2. Let us walk humbly with 
our God, and with all Men; and ever 
have lowly Thoughts of our vile ſelves, 
Rom. xi. 20. and of our poor Attaig- 
ments, and of our deſective Performan- 
ces: And with St. Paul, (who was in 


nothing behind the very chiefef Apoſtles ) 


let us always ſay, J am Nothing, 
2 Cor. xii, 11. "i 


Lr us therefore now fig to the 


Praiſe of God, 'to whom alone Praiſe is 


due. 
dre p 5 a Pſalm : er which the 
teward may foy; | 7 — 70 
1071 243 9 


Ir is very meet and ng ang our 


bounden Duty, we ſhonld- at all Times, 
and in all Places, give Thanks unto ihe, 
O moſt bleſſed and «bountiful God, 

whoſe Hands our Breath is, end ben 


whom cometh our Salvation. 1 Tix . BII 
All. Therefore with Angels and'Arch- 


Angels, and with all the Company of 
Heaven, we laud and | magnify' thy glori- þ 


ous 
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ous Name, evermore praiſing "thee, and 
faying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 

of Hoſts! Heaven and Earth are full of 
thy Glory, Glory be to thee, O Lord 
moſt High. Amen. 2 
Kew. May the Grace of our Lord 
jeſus Chriſt, the Love of God, and the 
"Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with 
us all, evermore. Amen. 


— „ N — AC ec. A Rs. — — 
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Letter to the Religious 


Societies. fl. 3 


Dear Brethren, | 


J Cannot but aſſure my ſelf, that your 
1 Goodneſs will accept this Letter as kind- 
ly as it is ſent,” as from one that ſincerely 
Wiſhes well to your Societies, and rejoices 
to ſee that Glory which is given to God 
by them. | | 
To help and to aſſiſt each other in ad- 
vancing the grand Concern of a good and 
holy Life, is a moſt divine and bleſſed Work. 
Happy are the Perſons that are fincerely-and 
diligently engaged in it: The Bleſſings of 
the God of Holineſs will attend it in both 
Worlds, It cannot be leſs acceptable to our 


Lord 


n 
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Lord and Saviour to promote the Purity of 
the Goſpel in the Practice of its Profeſſors, 


than to * the Chriſtian Faith a- 
mong Infidels, (Practice being the very End 


of Profeſſion) to do which, many Thou- 


ſands of the firſt Planters of Chriſtianity 


offer'd up their Lives; and that with Cheer- 


fulneſs and unſhaken Conſtancy: having an 
Eye to the Recompence of Reward pro- 
miſed to them that love God. . 
O my Brethren! The ſame God of Re- 
compences beholds your Zeal now, and your 


Deſire of his Glory in endeavouring to pro- 


pagate the Power and Practice of Holineſs; 
and to ſuppreſs the Growth of Vice and 
Profaneneſs amongſt us: And be you aſ- 
ſured that your Labours will not be in vain 
in the Chd 

Ox let your Converſation be ſuch as 
becometh this holy and excellent Deſign. 


Give no Occafion to ſuch as ſeek Occatien 


to ſpeak Evil of you. A juſt, ſober, and 
humble Deportment may win ſome of you 
Adverſaries, and ſhame all the reſt. 
Lr me alſo intreat you to keep fervent 
Love and ſtrict Order among your ſelves ; 
all your Care and Caution in this Matter will 


be well imployed. Let nothing like Vari- 


ance, or Strangeneſs, be ſeen among you ; 
but let ſuch brotherly Love continue, that all 


Men may know you to be the Diſciples of 


Chriſt by it. 


* hum- 
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I humbly requeſt you alſe to keep ſtrict- 
ly to your Rules: Examine your felves of- 
ten by them ; and pray them over in your 
Cloſet before Him who ſeeth in ſecret. The 
Orders of your Societies are truly Chriſtian, 
and tend to promote a Goſpel-temper and 
Converſation: Wherefore keep your Exe and 
Heart habitually upon them, in Subordina- 
tion to God's holy Word. erte 
Ap let me mind you to be as conſtant 
and as early at the Place and Time of your 
weekly Conferences, as you poſſibly may. 
This will ſhew your Forwardneſs, Zeal, and 
Conſtancy, in the bleſſed Work you engage 
in: And thus you will, be great Comtorts 
and Encouragements to one another. 
In your way of Dealing, be juſt to the 
leaſt Farthing, and let your Speech be ſtrict- 
ly true; which will at once honour God, 
credit your Profeſſion, and further your 
Trage an d 
I x; your common Diſcourſe: and Deport- 
ment, be neither frothy nor moroſe : be ob- 
liging and courteous to every Body ; but do 
not comply with Sin, though it were to ſave 
your Life; and rather than do ill, you muſt. 
offend the whole Worle. 
Wax you fall into the Company of ſuch 
as treat you ill, arm your ſelves with Pati- 
ence: our Religion doth not allow us to 
render Railing for n nor Paſſion for 
Paſſion: but labour to keep your Heart 


calm, your Lips inoffenſi ve, and your De- 


4 portment 


rr . 5 2 -—_— 
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portment meek ; and forget nor to pray for 
"thoſe that are full of Rancour againſt you. 
I w1tr but add two Requeſts more, and 
conclude: The one is, that you be as much, 
and as fervent in Prayer, as you poſſibly 
can, labouring after a conſtant devout Frame. 
The other is, that you be deeply humble, P 
without which all you Prayer and Profeſſion I 
is nothing. The Devil will be apt to rub MY 
bis Leproſy upon you, and he will do all he — 
can to entrap you in his Snare, which the! 
Apoſtle tells us was Pride, 1 Tim. iii. ). A 
And if good Angels fell by Pride, and Self. 
conceit, good Men have need to take Care 
left it deprive them of Heaven alſo. A juſt 
Senſe of God's infinite Majeſty and Holineſs, 
and of our own Vileneſs and Imperfection in 
our beſt State, will go far to keep down our 
| ſwelling Hearts by a becoming Humility, 
In which I pray God ſtrengthen every one of £01 
you, and in every other Grace, that your iſ pr: 
good Behaviour may glorify God, and adorn I jul 
the Name of a Religious Society among bu 
TE” | Ich 


So rays 1 Ul 
3 bur offeFtionate Friend wi 
and Well-wiſher, &c, MW ſiy 
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3A (3c £3 


A Projer for a Ramily m Ae 


10 MOST. 10 A. bictſed. God! 
who filleſt all P aces 18 thy Pre- 
ſence, and art a Scarcher of all Hearts; 
with thee is terrible Matty t to confound 
lity thine Enemies, but infinite Mercy to ſuc- 
© of cour the humble aud contrite Soul: We 
pray;thee meet,us not at this time in thy 
05 Vengeance, a8 a, conſuming Fire ; 
f E pleaſed; to, accept us graciouſly, 
— 5 thy Mercy in our Lord Al 
Chriſt, who is our Hope. TI 
| W have indeed lived. too Jong 
without God in the World; Jug 
Vickedly followed our own * De- 
c. ſires and Devices; and haye not duly 
| owned: thy Soyereigney "and Dominion 
over us. We have broken our Vows, 


NS ns ang 
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and ſtifled our Conſciences, and exceed. 
ingly defiled our ſelves, and offended 
thee, ſetting at nought the Promiſes and 
Threatnings of thy Book, and-hating to 
be reformed. Lord we lament our Im- 
penitency and Unbelief, and all the ſin- 
ful Fruits of our. bby. and -nhgodly 
Hearts, Lips, and Lives. And we ear- 
neſtly beſeech thee, that tliou -wouldlt 
not give us up to our own Filthineſs and 
Folly, and Hardneſs of Heart: But that 


thou wouldſt ,graciouſly reduce us into 


thy Fold and Favour, by the Power of 
thine holy Spirit; and to accept Fl 
pardom us through the Nlerit of 

Lord Jeſus, Chriſt. F 

Ap, O Lord, vouchſafe to cel 
and ſan&ify us in Soul and Body; and 
make us to glorify thy Name on Farth, 
and to do the Work thou haſt giyen us 
to do. Be pleaſed to ſubdue our Cor- 
ruptions, and to mortify every inordi- 
nate Affection and untuly Paſſion; and 


make us entirely reſigned to thy Win, 


and ſubſer vient to thy Praiſe, now and 

ever.“ | 2 110 Berolle VIDINDIW 
Kk Ee us, we beſeech thee” Foc the 

Snares of workdly Pleaſures and Enjby- 

ments, and makè us to ſet dur Hearts on 

bz 

things 


or Families. 


things e And bring all the Powers 
of our Souls and Bodies into a willing 
Subjection to thy Rule and Government. 
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And ſave us from all carnal Ignorance 
and Unbelief, and from all Ungodlineſs, 
and ſinful Indulgence of the Fleſh. | 
VoucusAart, good God, to pity 
our Weakneſs and Imperfettion ; to ſuc- 
cour us in all our Temptations; and to 
ſupport us in all our Sorrows and Afflic- 
tions: And grant us a happy End of all 


our Sorrows at laſt in thine eternal King- 


dom. 

M 4x = us ever mindful of the End for 
which we were made; and the chief 
Work we have to do; and the uncer- 
tainty of this preſent Life; and affect us 
duly by the forethought of that un- 
changeable Eternity to which we are 
haſtening. 

AN p let thy Faith and Fear ever dwen 
in our Hearts; that it may be our con- 
tinual Exerciſe to keep our Conſciences 
void of Offence both towards thee our 
God, and towards all Men. | 

SUFFER us not to ſpend the Day of 
our Salvation idlely od unprofitably : 
But make us to work out our Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling, through thy 
Grace 


PP 
Grace and Spirit ; and make its to ſtand 
always upon our Watch, prepared for 
our Maſter's Call: That whenſoever thou 
halt put an End to this mortal Life, it 
may be the Beginning of a bleſſed Im- 
mortality. 

- Voucusars, O Lord, to bleſs all 
-our Governours in Church and State; 
and grant that they may be thy Mini- 
ſters to us for Good, and that we may 
never be guilty. of any ſinful Diſobedi- 
ence towards them. And give to all the 
People of this Nation thy Grace, to live 
in Unity, and godly Love, and to far- 
Io each others preſent and eternal Wel. 

are. Oh RE IS = 4 
B) pleaſed to bleſs all our Relations 
and Friends; and multiply thy Mercies 
upon them in the Bleſſings of this and of 
the other World: And vouchſafe to ſuc- 
cour all that lie under any Sorrow or At- 
fliction, and be near unto them in all that 

they call upon thee for. | 
 _'Maniresr thine eſpecial Love and 
. Fayour, we pray thee, to this Family: 
""Vouc'aſafe to provide for us, and defend 
us by thy good Providence. Preferve us 
from all Evil throughout this Day; prol- 
per ras in our lawſul Affairs; let no Vari 
| ance 
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ance nor Ill will prevail amongſt us; but 
keep us in Peace and Chriſtian Love to 
our. Lives End. 979 | 

Finat L v, We . vi en and 
glorious Name, for all thy Mercies to- 
wards us: For the Reſt and Safety of the 
laſt Night ; for the renewed Comforts of 
this preſent Day, and all the good Pro- 
vidences of our paſt Life. 

Mons eſpecially for the means of 
Grace, the motions of thy Spirit, and 
for thy great Patience and Lon ary 
towards us; but above all, for the Merits 
and Mediation of our Lord and Saviour 
Jcfas Chriſt, who ever liveth to make In- 
terceſſion kor us; for Whole ſake we be- 
feech thee to hear us, accept us, and 
pardon us; together with theſe our un- 
worthy. Prayers; in whoſe moſt * 
Name and) ords we further Pray: 


* : * = 
ec 1s 


| UR Filer which art in Hes- 
Ven, hallowed be thy Name: 
« Thy Kingdom come : Thy Will be 
« done in Earth, as it is in Heaven. 
« Give us this Day our Dail Bread : 

And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we 
« forgive them that Treſpals a painſt us: 
And lead us not into Tempraion; ; 
* but 
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% but deliver us from Evil: For thine is 115 
Ny the Kingdom, ; the P OWer, and the 2 
2 Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. | 


| g 
bl : i * % 
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A Prayer for a Family in the N the 
1 Evening. [oe 

Eternal God ! Infinite in all Perfec- 2” 
A tion, and worthy of all Praiſe : who Pe. 
wilt be glorified; in or upon every Crea- {ar 
ture which thou haſt made; it is meet, * 
that with Fear and Trembling, we con- n 
nder thy holy and righteous Attributes. 
and our own polluted Natures and ſin- ”?. 
ful Lives. 1 

O Lord! we have ſinſully forgotten 8 
thee our Creator in the Days of out {oe 
Youth ; and vainly miſpent.our precious 
time in Sin and Folly.” "las! ch What ſir 
Diligence have we {cry'd the Fleſh, and the 
the Devil, and this preſent World! and ſub 
how little have we minded the Concern *? 
of gur Salvation and eterpal Lite! M m. 
have not glorified thee, the God thaf **! 
made us, and in whoſe Hands our Breat * 

* is 


the 


"th Families. 15 


is; but have "lived as. if we had been 
made only for this World, and to pleaſe 
ourſelyes. IT; 

'O! how juſtly mayeſt Ka ſnatch, a- 
way our Breath from us, fince we have 
ſo much abuſed it in idle and ungodly 


- 
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Specch:s,; and call us ſpeedily into ano- 
ther World; ſince wet have ſo preſumptu- 
ouſly built our Hopes of Happineſs in 
this! And fhould it be thy Pleaſure and 
our Portion, O Lord, how could we ap- 
pear before thee in the Guilt, of Thou- 
ſands of unpardoned Sins ! or how, could 
we endure to dwell wich everlaſting Burn- 
ings | | 
501 with ther, O bleſſed God, there 
is infinite Mercy and plenteous Redemp- 
tion. Thou ſo lovedſt the World, as to 
give thine only begotten Son, that who- 
ſoever believes on him ſhould not periſh, 
but have'eyerlaſting Life. Lord, we de- 
ſire to believe on him, help us we pray 
thee againſt our Unbelief. Enable us to 
ſubmit all the Powers of our Souls to him 
in his ſaving Offices; and grant that we 
may ſo believe on him, that we may ob 
tain eternal Life through his Name. 
Be pleaſed to take away all Impurity 
and Hypocriſy, all Inſenſibleneſs and 
Perverſeneſs 
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Feryerſeneſs from us; and make ps; thy 


willing and obedient Servants. for eysr. 
We know that without Holineſs, none 
can enter into thy Kingdom :, O Lord, 
make us holy thro” the effectual Regene⸗ 
ration and Sen ele of thine holy 
Spirit: that we may love thee with all 
our Heart and Soul, and ſerve thee with 
all our Might and Strength; and may 
delight to do thy Wil, 910.5 to deny our 
ſelves for thy ſake. _ 

A nd fince we haye too long neglected 
that great Salvation which was purchaſed 


for us by the Blood of thy Son; awaken 
us, we pray thee, to improve the re- 


maining ſpace of our Days with all poſ- 
ſible Care, giving all Diligence to make 
our Calling and Election ſure. 

ENABLE us to break looſe from the 
Snares of this preſent World, and from 


all the ſinful Entanglements of the Fleſh, 


and from the Seducements of wicked and 
diſſolute Men; that we may run with 


ſpeed that Race which thou haſt ſet be- 
fore us, and may perſevere in it to the 
Death, that we may in the End attain 
cycrlaſting Life. 25 

To this end, make us habitually lad 
ful of the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of 

: this 


for Families. 
this mortal Life, and the unprofitable- 


neſs of all earthly things in the Hour of 
Death, and in the other World. And 


make us now to chooſe thy Favour as our 
chiefeſt Good, thy Son as our Prince and 
Saviour, and thy Kingdom as our Por- 
tion. And when our Souls ſhall be ſum- 
moned to leave this earthly Tabernacle, 
vouchſafe, good God, to receive us into 


thoſe everlaſting. Manſions which our 
bleſſed Saviour has prepared for thoſe that 
love him. 


Fo whoſe ſake, we pray thee, bleſs | 


theſe three. Nations with Plenty,” Peace, 
and Safety, and with the Increaſe of all 
that is Good: And ſend Peace and Truth 
amongſt all Nations. 

BE pleaſed to bleſs and dire all that 


are ſet in Authority over us; and grant 


that they may govern us, and we obe y 
them in the Fe 


ſpiritual or temporal Afflid ions: And be 


pleaſed to adminiſter to them as their' 


Neceſſities of Soul or Body require. 


B gracious to all our Relations and 


Friends, preſerve them from all Evil, and 


bind up their Souls in the Bundle of 15 
E 


ear of thee our God, 
Vouchſafe to ſuccour all that are Objects 
of Miſery, whether they labqur under 


1 > rin 
„ 1 
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BI more, particularly gracious, we 
pray. thee, to this Family, and to every 
particular Perſon in it. Be pleaſed to 
dwell with us, and rule over us: Pre- 
ſerve us in Peace and Safety; and let thy 
Spirit rule in every one of our Hearts, 
that we may faithfully diſcharge our re- 
ſpective Duties one to another, and may 
live in Chriſtian Union, Purity, and 
Peace. Vouchſafe, O thou that never 
flumbereſt nor ſleepeſt! to grant us thy 
Protection this Night: Give thine holy 
Angels Charge concerning us: Preſerve 
us from Danger by Fire and Tempeſt; 
and from the Violence of unreaſonable | 
Men; and ſuffer no Evil to befal any of int 
us, nor any Plague to come nigh our (| we 
Dwellings. _ 2 
AN p foraſmuch as we know not we- 

ther we ſhall ſee the Light of another — 
Day, be pleaſed, good God, now to ſeal 
to every Soul of us the Pardon of all our 
Sins, thro? the Blood of the New Teſta- 
ment: That when we come to lie down 
upon our Death-Beds, we may reſt in 

Hope of a bleſſed Reſurrection. 
FIN ILV, we laud and magnify thine 
holy Name, O Lord, for thy Goodneſs 
in our Creation, and daily Preſervation : 
| For | whe 


Ahn, e, Wag 
For our health, caſe, peace, friends, food, 
raiment, deliverances, and, all the com- 
forts of this preſent Liſe: And for all the 
means of attaining everlaſling.- Happi- 
y neſs; for the Price which our Lord Jeſus 
g Chriſt has paid for our Redemption; ſor 
4 thy bleſſed "Goſpel, thine holy Ordinan- 
yes, and all the Motions of thy good 
4 || Spirit: Humbly imploring thy Grace, 
er that we may fo live to thy Praiſe here on 
iy | Earth, that we may at laſt be join'd with 
ly olorifi: ed Saints, and holy Angels, to 
ve praiſe thy Name for ever. All which we 
t; || humbly beg, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt 
le our Lord and Saviour; in whoſe prevail- 
of ing Name, and comprehenſive: Words, 


ur we conclude our unworthy. ler : 
Our Father, &c. 


— 


A Prayer for a Pini at . 


Inviſible! and Omnipreſent God, 
the Almighty Creator and abſolute 
Governor of the whole World: Thou 
holdeſt the Winds iu thy Fiſt, and giveſt 


975 Laws to the Sea which' it cannot pals. 
on: || My whole Dependence is on thee, from 


For whom cometh my preſent Safety, and my 
| H eternal. | 


170 Prayers for - 


. eternal Salvation IT humbly beſeech thee, 


for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, that 
thy Grace and Mercy may be with me 
all my Days. 


I 1avs indeed diſhonoured thy Name, 


deſpiſed thy Government, and broken 
thy Laws. I have often indulged my 
- ſinful Luſts and wrathful Paſſions, con- 
trary to my Vows and Covenant made 
- with thee, and thy Word revealed to us. 

Bor, O Lord, tor Chriſt's ſake, (who 
is our Paſſover, Alain for the Salvation of 
Sinners) be merciful unto me, and par- 
don my Sins. Let not thy Wrath cut 
me off in my Pollution, as I have de- 
ſerved; but let thy Mercy abound to- 
wards me for ever. 

A x Þ vouchſafe, O Lord, to keep me 
by thy Grace, from the Sins to which! 
am daily expoſed by Temptation, and 
my own ſinful Heart: And let thy good 
Providence preſerve me from the Danger 
wherewith I am encompaſſed. 

WIS behold, O Lord, thy Wonders 
in the Deep : Wonders of thy Goodneſs, 
as well as of thy Wiſdom 1 Power: 
O Lord, give me Grace to admire and 
praiſe thine infinite Perfections; and 
a that * Lips may weve blaſpheme 


_ 
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thy great and glorious Name, nor ever 
curſe Men, who are made after, thine , 
Image and Likeneſs. 1:50; 6 

Bx pleaſed, good God, to confirm my 
feeble and defective Soul in all Holineſs. 
and ſpiritual Incegrity, that I may glo- 


rify thy Name before all thoſe with. whom 


I converſe ; that ſo all Heathen and igno- 
rant People may admire yd embrace the - 
Goſpel of our I d Jeſus Chriſt, being 
convinc'd of the Goodneſs. of it by the 
good Works which. they behold in us; 
and that we at laſt may give up our Ac- 
count to thee with Joy. 

Oonx times, O Lord, are in thine 
Hand; how ſoon mighteſt thou make 
this Sea a common Grave to us all? If 
but a Plank burſt, or give way, or a 
Rock, or a heap of Sand lie in our way, 
how ſoon ſhall we be ſwallowed up in the 
Deep, and be wafted: into our endleſs 
and unchangeable Eſtate? 


Bor thy good Providence is a ſure 
Defence: I pray thee, vouchſafe it to me, 
and to all that fail. with me, in order to 


Jour continual Direction and Defence. 


And vouchſafe to carry us in Safety to 
the Place of our Habitation, and to pre- 
erve all our Relations and Eriends in their 
*7 572 EIS ſeveral 


; 
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ſeveral Dwellings, that we may behold 
each others Faces again with Comfort. 
AnD fit us all for that Place of Reſt 
and Peace which thou haſt promiſed to 


thy faithful Servants; and give us thy 
Grace to make us mer. for that eternal 


Inheritance amongſt thy Saints, through 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour; in 


whoſe holy Name and Words we frcher 


pray; Our 1 coke Ke. 


i > = ' , — — 


ty , 


— 9 N —_ * 1 


In a Stern. 6 


1 


0 LORD our God! the Faber of 
Mercics; the God of all Power and 
Might, who commandeſt the Winds and 
the Seas, and they obey thee. We, O 
Lord, thy dependent Creatures, do ſend 
up our Cry unto thee in our Diſtreſs: O! 
let the Voice of our Prayers, and not the 


| wy of our Sins, come before thee: Hear, 


e pray thee, the Interceſſion of thy Son 
for 8 Sinners, aud for his Sake fend us Re- 
lie 119 
Nun ü 8 is wo-Power in. the- hole 
Cerdon to help us. Lord, fave us, or 
we Snag TEE we-pray thee, the 

: Greatnels 


, the 
taels 
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Greatneſs of thy Pawer in our Suetour 
and Comfort, in the dark and deep Cala- 
mity where with we are diſtreſſed. The 
Winds and Waters know their Makers 
Voice; and though they are now in their 
Rage, yet if thine Almighty: Voice ſpeaks 
the Word, they will fon calm and be 
ſtill. O'Lord, be pleas'd to ariſe for our 


Help, that we may live to ſpeak of thy 
Mercy, and tell of+ all. thy. wondrous 


Works. 


Ad, we pray thee, give us Grace, 
that we may never forget nor abuſe thy 
Mercy; but incline and enable us to live 
holy, r . and ſober Lives, to the 
Praiſe of thee our God, thro? Jeſus Chriſt 
our only Mediator and Advocate, Amen, 
Amen. | 


AT, 2 ſyiving after a Storm. 


LORD! Thaw: art the Goda * © 

our Mercies, and the God of our 

Praiſe. I humbly: preſent unto thee, O _ 
thou Preſerver of Men ! all poſſible Praiſe - 

and Thankfulneſs for thy merciful and 

ſeaſonable A r for. us. in our late 

H * Diſtreſs. 


17 f . or 
Diſtrefs. We ſaid we are cut off from 
the Living, and all out carthly Hopes are 


wither'd away; but thy good Providence 
appear'd for us, and the Hand of our 


God brought us Deliverance from the 


Jaws: of Death. Good Lord, enable us 
to comply with the end of thy Patience 
and Bounty towards us, and make thy 
preſent Mercy to us an inviolable Band 
ol future Obedience to thee, and an ear- 
neſt of thine everlaſting Mercy to us, 
thro' Jeſus, Chriſt our bleſſed Lord ud 
Saviout. Amen. 


—_— 1 * | 


4 $T 44 


4 iT ban! giving when. „n 1 ieh arrived 


at any Port. 


-Infinitely- great ads good God ! 

9 by whoſe good Providenee I am 
brought in Safety to my deſtred Haven, 

I humbly aſcribe the whole of my Pre- 

ſervation and Succefs to thy Conduct and 

Bleſſing. It is not in the Power of Man 

to prelerve himſelf, or to proſper his beſt 


Endeavours: But it is by thy Goodneſs 


that we.live, and in which we hope. O 
Lord! give me thy ns that as I live 


— 


* 
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by thee, I may live to thee, and — 


never more diſhonour thy Name, ot abu 


thy Mercy; but may live ſuch a Life 
of Praiſe to thee on Earth, as may be an 


Introduction to that State of perfect Bliſs 


and Glory above, where holy Angels and 


Saints extol and praiſe thy glorious Name 
for ever; through I: ſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. 


* 
1. 


WV. Prayer for a young Perſon | 


O ST: glorious and bleſſed God! 
The Life of our Life, and the 
God of our Salvation! I look up unto 


thee, the Fountain of Goodneſs, (thro? 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, hom thou haſt 
ordained to be our Mediator) with hum- 
ble Thankfulneſs for all the Mercics of 
© this preſent Life, and for my e 


everlaſting Happineſs. | 

Ir is of thy great Goodies; tl I 
was born in a Chriſtian Land: And of 
thine infinite Mercy, that I was carb 


brought into thy Covenant; thy Cove- 


nant of Life and Peace, chro? the Blood. 
of the New Teſtament. . 


0 ur 
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O:nr GdI deüte to embrace the: 


Engagements, as well as to enjoy the 


Bleſſings of this thy gracious Covenant, 


_ earneſtly imploring thy Grace, that I 
may live ſuitably to my holy Profe ſſion: 
That ſo I may never diſhonour thine holy 
Name; nor in any thought, word or 
deed deny the Lord that bought me. 


SND thine holy Spirit, I beſeech 


thee, into my Soul: Vouchſafe to rege- 
nerate and make me born anew of the 


Holy Ghoſt : Baptize me, O Lord, with 


that divine Fire: which may at once con- 


ſume my ſinful Luſts, and enflame my 


Soul with divine Love. 


Lon p, make me to know thee, and 


Jeſus Chriſt whom thou. haſt: ſent: Pre- 


pare my Soul to receive him ſincerely in 


all his ſaving Offices; and make him ef- 


fectually to me a Prince and a Saviour, 


to give me Repentance and Forgiveneſs 


of Sin. Through him, O Lord, forgive 


my natural Corruption, and heal my le- 


prous Soul: And for his ſake, forgive all 


my actual Sins; all the e ge of 
my Youth; my Sins after Vows, con- 
trary to Knowledge, and againſt thine 
infinite Goodneſs. O Lord! for the ſake 
of my crucified Saviour, be merciſul to 

So i my 
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my Unrightcouſneſs, and remember my 
Iniquities no more. . 

AND that I may no more commit the 
ſame, or other Offences ; 'vouchſafe, O 
Lord, to keep me by thy Grace from 
every ſinſul way, and lead me in the way” 
everlaſting :- Preferve me from the Pollu- 
tions of youthſul Lults ; and harden me 
againſt the Solicitations and evil Exam- 
ples of impudent and daring Sinners. Be 
pleaſed to ſhew me the vileneſs of ſenſuak 
Pleaſures, the emptineſs of worldly Pof - 
ſeſſions, and the folly of getting any thing 
on Earth, by the loſs of thy Favour: 
Bleſs me, O Lord, with an early Con- 
verſion, with an unblameable Life, with 
a hopeful Death, and a bleſſed Eternity. 

Give me, good God, thy Peace 


which paſſeth all Underſtanding; and ſo 8 


preſerve me from the Corruptions of this 


World, .that I may inherit the Glory 6 


thine undefiled Kingdom. 

AN p whereas there are Legions of in- 
fernal Powers, who ſeek to hinder my en- 
trancę into that Reſt: O Lord, leave me 
not to their Malice, nor my own Frailty; 
but ever ſuccour me with thine eſpecial 
Grace, and peculiar Providence, and 
make me as ready to help, and to forgive 

2 
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others, as to-defire help and forgiveneſs 
of thee, my Gd. | K 
Max me to lead my Life in thy 
Fear, and in the Senſe of thy Favour, and 
to grow in Grace as I advance in Years ; 
ever mindful of my Creator, my Morta- 
ity, and my future Account: That liv- 
praiſe thee in thy glorious Kingdom, 
through Jcſus Chriſt, who is my Hope; 
to whom with thee, O Father, and the 
etcrnal Spirit, one God, be all Honour 
and Glory aſcribed by Angels and Men 
' for evermore. Amen. 


N 


ing bere to thy Glory, I may for ever 
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